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CHANGE IN COPYRIGHT OFFICE REGULATIONS 

MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACKS 

Part ZOZ of Olapter II of Title 3 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
has been amended effective May 12. 1975 to provide rules for the registra
tion of claims to copyright in motion picture soundtracks and in musical, 
literary, dramatic, or other material embodied in a soundtrack. The 
amendments to the Regulations of the Copyright Office were published in 
the March 19. 1975 issue of the Federal Register, Volume 40. Number 54, 
and are reprinted as follows without any change from Announcement ML-
117 (March 1975). 

Title 37 -- PATENTS, TRADEMARKS, 
AND COPYRIGHTS 

Chapter II -- Copyright Office, 
Library of Congress 

PART ZOZ -- REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS 
TO COPYRIGHT 

1. Srctlon 202.15 of Chapter U of Title 
37 of the Code of Federal Regulations ls 
nmendcd by addine a new parag1·aph <e> 
rcadin{: as follows: 
§ 202.15 ~lotion Pictu~ (Cia!'~<'S 1.-"1). 

• • • • • 
CcHll For purposes of depo3!t and 

registration only, any copyrightable 
component part o! a motion picture 
l'ioundtr:-ck <e.g., a musical composition> 
Is con-;idcred an Integral part of & mo
tion picture. Registration or any copy
rlrrhtnble component. part of a motion 
picture soundtrack may be made by rcg-
1str:lt.ion of the motion picture In accord
ance with the provisions of sections 12 
and 13 of Title 17, U.S. Code. 

C21 Where any copyrightable com
)Jonent JXlrt of & DlOtlon picture !'OUnd
l.rack ha'> not. previously been published 
or rct:l">tered nnd Is contained ln a mo
tion picture submitted for registration 
purauant. to section 13, Title 17, U.S. 
Code. St'Par&te rerl!>tratlon or such copy
rl:;hlable component part will be per
mitted only If a sepat-ate copyrlaht notice 
relating to such pa1·t. ls placed on the 
rnl)tion picture. In this event the Register r f'_!)pyrhrhta will waive his authority 
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un~ler section 14 to require deposit of two 
complete copies or such copyrightable 
component part, and will accept for pur
poses or deposit under section 13, two 
complet~ copies trnnscrlbed or repro
duced from the motion picture fn a form 
th~t in the opinion of the Register or 
Copy1ights mo<;t closely conforms to the 
established criteria or the Llbmry of 
Con;::re~s nequlsitlons policy &tntemcnt 
in cf!er.t nt the time or deposit. The 
CoJlYri!;ht omee will fm·nish to nny per
son concen1ed, upon request. a copy of 
the p-::rtinent Library of Cong1·es!> nc
qulsiLions policy statement then in effect. 

(3) Separnte regfstrn.tlon will be re
fused for any component part of a mo
t.lon picture soundtrack publio;hed with
out a separate copyright notice, whether 
registration Is applied for as an unpub· 
lished work under section 12 of TiLle 17 
U.S. Code, or ns a. published work in ac
cord:mce with section 13 or Title 17, U.S. 
Code. 

") The provisions or the preceding 
subparagraphs shall not apply to any 
copyrightable component part. of a mo-

tlon picture soundtrack for which appli
cation forcopyrl~;ht reglstrntion has been 
made to the Copyri:;ht Office prior to 
May 12, 1975. However, applications to 
register n claJm to copyrlgbt tn a com
ponent. part of a motion picture sound
track for the renewal term shall be ac
cepted only If separate registration has 
first been made for the original term. 

• • • • • 
2. In J 202.15a, paragraph Cc) ls re

·viscd to read as follows: 
§ 202.15a Souml flccortlin,;s (Claas X). 

• • • • • 
Cc) Sound recordings rcJ:!Istrable In 

Cla.o;s N do not include a soundtrack that 
Is an Integrated part of a motion picture. 
Registration for motion pictures, Includ
ing an integrated soundtrack, is made 1n 
Class L or M; &ee 1 20:?.15. 
(Sec. 207, GI.Stat.. 6G6; 17 U.S.C. 207) 

Dated: March 11, 1975. 

Approved: 

BARBARA RtNCEJt, 
Register of Cop11righ.ts. 

JOHN G. LonENz. 
Acting Librarian o/ Congress. 
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