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On behalf of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), I am writing to invite
you to participate as a panelist at our Open Forum, which will be part of World
Standards Week 2013 in Washington, DC.

The event will be held from 9 am to 1 pm on Wednesday, October 2 and is entitled,
“Government Reliance on Voluntary Consensus Standards and Conformance
Programs.”

My colleagues and | are all in agreement that you did an excellent job as the
moderator at ANSI's Legal Issues Forum last year. We are continuing the overall
discussion of incorporation by reference and government engagement in voluntary
consensus standards with this year’s Open Forum, and were hoping that you would
be willing to lend your perspective once again, but this time as a panelist.

In addition to yourself, we have invited participation from DoT, NIST, the U.S. Coast
Guard, the U.S. Access Board, HHS, DoE, and DOD, as well as a number of
standards developing organizations. | have attached the latest version of the agenda
(not yet public) so you can see how the event is organized.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you have any questions or would
like to discuss this invitation further, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

Best regards,


mailto:eneiman@ansi.org
mailto:EBremer@acus.gov
http://www.ansi.org/wsweek
http://www.ansi.org/wsweek
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DRAFT AGENDA



Open Forum 2013: 
Government Reliance on Voluntary Consensus Standards and Conformance Programs


Wednesday, October 2, 2013  |  9 a.m. – 1 p.m.



Newseum, Knight Conference Center
 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC

(Please use Freedom Forum Entrance on 6th Street)

703.416.1600







		Wednesday, October 2, 2013



		9:00 –9:05 am

		Welcoming Remarks 


· Jim Pauley, Chairman of the Board of Directors, American National Standards Institute (ANSI)



		9:05 – 9:35 am

		Keynote Address  	Incorporation by Reference (IBR) and the Pipeline Safety Bill


20 minutes followed by a 10-minute interactive Q&A session


· Vanessa Allen Sutherland, Chief Counsel, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation [invited]



		[bookmark: _Hlk239756700]9:35 – 10:00 am





		Discussion	ANSI IBR Portal



ANSI is developing a web-based portal that will serve as an overall reference listing of all IBR standards. Where standards developing organizations (SDOs) already have their own web-based, read-only solution in place, the portal will provide a direct link. For SDOs that do not have such capabilities, the portal will host a read-only version of the relevant standards. 



15 minutes followed by a 10-minute interactive Q&A session


· Joe Bhatia, President and CEO, ANSI



		10:00 – 10:15 am

		Break



		10:15 – 11:45 am

		Panel	IBR Update



A moderated discussion on issues surrounding the incorporation by reference of voluntary consensus standards into government regulation. Topics will include reasonable availability, copyright concerns, and more.



Interactive roundtable discussion


Moderator

· Gary Shapiro, President and CEO, Consumer Electronics Association [invited]



Panelists

· Emily Bremer, Attorney Advisor, Administrative Conference of the United States [invited] 

· James Thomas, President, ASTM International [invited]

· James Shannon, President, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) [invited]

· Small/mid SDO representative

· ISO or IEC representative



		11:45 am – noon

		Break



		noon – 12:55 pm

		Panel	Agency Reliance on Standards and Conformance



A moderated discussion on how government agencies and legislators rely upon voluntary consensus standards and conformance programs to meet national needs. Specific examples will be given. 



Interactive roundtable discussion


Moderator

· Gordon Gillerman, Director of Standards Services, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) [invited]



Panelists

· Esa Sferra-Bonistalli, Senior Attorney, U.S. Coast Guard [invited]

· Tim Creagan, U.S. Access Board [invited]

· HHS representative

· DoE representative

· DoD representative



		12:55 – 1:00 pm

		Conference Wrap-up / Closing Remarks



· Jim Pauley









Part of the World Standards Week 2013 series of events
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Liz

Liz Neiman

Senior Director of Communications and Public Relations
American National Standards Institute

25 West 43rd Street, Fourth Floor

New York, NY 10036

T 212.642.4911
F 212.398.0023

eneiman@ansi.org
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