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197.200 Applicablity

(1) Deepwater Port or safety zone as defined in 33 CFR part 150 Deepwater port is 

defined as outside State boundaries.

Deepwater port:
(1) Means any fixed or floating manmade
structures other than a vessel, or
any group of structures, located beyond
State seaward boundaries that
are used or are intended for use as a
port or terminal for the transportation,
storage, or further handling of
oil or natural gas for transportation to
any State, except as otherwise provided
in the Deepwater Port Act of
1974, as amended, and for other uses not
inconsistent with the purposes of the
Deepwater Ports Act, including transportation
of oil or natural gas from the
United States’ OCS

(3) Vessel operating on the navigable waters of the United States as defined in 33 

CFR Part 2

2.36   Navigable waters of the United States, navigable waters, and territorial waters.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, navigable waters of the United States, 
navigable waters, and territorial waters mean, except where Congress has designated them not to be 

navigable waters of the United States:

(1) Territorial seas of the United States;

(2) Internal waters of the United States that are subject to tidal influence; and

(3) Internal waters of the United States not subject to tidal influence that:

(i) Are or have been used, or are or have been susceptible for use, by themselves or in connection 
with other waters, as highways for substantial interstate or foreign commerce, notwithstanding natural or 

man-made obstructions that require portage, or

(ii) A governmental or non-governmental body, having expertise in waterway improvement, 
determines to be capable of improvement at a reasonable cost (a favorable balance between cost and 

need) to provide, by themselves or in connection with other waters, as highways for substantial interstate 
or foreign commerce.

(b) Navigable waters of the United States and navigable waters, as used in sections 311 and 312 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1321 and 1322, mean:

(1) Navigable waters of the United States as defined in paragraph (a) of this section and all waters 
within the United States tributary thereto; and



(2) Other waters over which the Federal Government may exercise Constitutional authority.

(4) United States vessel required to have a certificate of inspection issued by 
the Coast Guard, including a mobile offshore drilling unit regardless of its 
geographic location
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