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Re: FHWA USDOT-2013-0053

To Whom Tt May Concern: ~ o

The American Motoreyclist Association supports the; Federal: Highway Administratioii"s"E'\'fery
Day Counts Inltlatlve that-ensures, safe road Qurfaces f01 all hrghway users; mcludmg‘ w
motorcyclists::.c e i G 0 RNeTiT SERT A RS : =
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Founded in 1924, the AMA is the premier advocate of the motorcyclmg commumty,
representing the interests'of millions of on=-and off-highway" motorcychsts Our mission is to
promote the motorcycle llfestyle and protect the future of motorcyclmg e
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Motorcycles have a markedly smaller impact on America’s roads and brldges than do passenger
cars, light trucks and heavy commercial vehicles. Encouraging the use of motorcycles on our
roads and highways holds the potentlal to 1ncrease the longev1ty of road surfaces and lessen the
burden of maintenance and repalrs : '

— — - /\"di['on'-'ly motores cl" safety should-be-a high-priority. ‘consideratior ﬁurno the'planning, - == — -~ =~
development and construct1on of new road systems and in all road-repair and road-improvement
projects: Road design and construction are important components that can improve motorcycle
safety while helping. the FHWA. achleve its goal of reducmg the number of motorcycle related
injuries and fatalmes T e : . : : o
Special consideration also is required during periods of construction when the use of certain
temporary materials can create.changes in-the road surface that-can be dangerous to
motorcychsts who rely on consistent fr1ct1on and» tractlon to- mamtam vehlcle'control R
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However in the FHWA S response to the AMA s letter dated Jan. 7, the FHWA states that it

aoes not require friction tests as part of its pavement policy. That policy (23 C.F.R. § 626.3)

covers all road: users-and states: “Pavement shall be designed to’ accommodate current and

predicted traffic needs in.a safe; durable, and cest effective manner ! Moreover, the webpage for

Federal nghway Admrmstratlon S response to the AMA’s Jan. 7 letter,
http: //www americanmotorcyelist.com/Libraries/Richts Documents_Federal/DOCO013014.sflb. ashx?download=true
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the FHWA’s Every Day Counts Initiative 2012 (High Friction Surface Treatment) does not
mention motorcycles, although it does address the safety needs for bikes, buses and pedestrians.’

Reducing traffic crashes involving motorcycles and decreasing the number of motorcycle
operators and passengers injured or killed each year is a top priority of the AMA. Through a
comprehensive approach that entails promotion of rider education, use of personal protective
equipment, increased motorist awareness, discouraging impaired motorcycle operation and
ensuring safe riding surfaces, the AMA seeks to enhance motorcycle safety and promote the use
of motorcycles for transportation and recreation.

Therefore, the AMA strongly recommends that 23 U.S.C. § 109 be amended to reflect the safety of
motorcyclists. Specifically, we recommend the following:

(0) It is the intent of Congress that any project for - resurfacing, restoring, or rehabilitating ‘ -

any highway T which Federal funds participate shall be constructed in accordance with
standards that take the safety of motorcyclists into consideration.

Additionally, the AMA strongly recommends the EDC Initiative’s High Friction Surface
Treatment section include standards that reflect concern for the safety of motorcyclists.

With the safety of motorcyclists the utmost priority of the AMA, we are willing to work with the
FHWA and other stakeholders.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our comments.
Sincergty,

e

Wayfe Allard
y'é' President, Government Relations

- hnM\vwxv.fhwa.dot.eov/everydavcounts/edctwo/20lZ/friction.cfm, accessed on Apr. 6, 2015
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