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NATIONAL CASH REGISTER CO. v. BOSTON CASH INDICATOR &
RECORDER CO. ET AL.

Circuit Court, D. Massachusetts. December 24, 1880.

PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS—ACTION FOR INFRINGEMENT-INJUNCTION
AGAINST OTHER SUITS.

In a suit for infringement of a patent, a court of equity has the power, upon petition of defendants,
to restrain complainant from bringing further suits against the purchasers or users of the patented
article, and will do so when the affidavits filed by defendants show that the suits brought are
Vexatious and oppressive.

In Equity. Petition by defendants, in a suit for infringement of a patent, to restrain com-
plainant from bringing further suits against purchasers of the patented article.

William A. Macleod, for complainant.

John Lowell, Frederick P. Fish, and William K. Richardson, for petitioners and defen-
dants.

COLT, J. The power of a court of equity, by petition in the main suit against a manu-

facturer, to restrain a complainant from bringing further



NATIONAL CASH REGISTER CO. v. BOSTON CASH INDICATOR & RECORDER
CO. et al.

suits against the purchasers or users of a patented article, seems to be recognized in this
country, and to be founded upon sound principles of equity. Ide v. Engine Co., 31 Fed.
Rep. 901; Allis v. Srowell, 16 Fed. Rep. 783; Birdsell v. Manufacturing Co., 1 Hughes,
(U. S.) 64. Also the unreported cases of National Cash Register Co. v. Bensinger Self-
Adding Cash Register Co., decided by Judge BLODGETT in the northern district of
linois, and Consolidated Store Service Co. v. Lamson Consolidated Store Service Co.,
decided by Judge NELSON of this district. Recognizing the existence of the power of
this court to restrain the complainant, as prayed for, the only question which remains is
whether the defendants have made out a case upon their affidavits which entitles them to
this relief. I think an examination of the affidavits shows that the numerous suits brought
by the complainant against the customers of the defendants are vexatious and oppressive,
and that therefore an injunction should be granted as prayed for.

Injunction granted.
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