
District Court, E. D. South Carolina. January, 1888.

UNITED STATES V. DOUGLASS.

POST-OFFICE—POSTMASTERS—USE OF STAMPS BY.

On the trial of an indictment against a postmaster for the illegal use of postage stamps, held, under
1 Supp. Rev. St. U. S. c. 259, p. 359, relating to the postal service, that it is unlawful for a post-
master to make any disposition of stamps intrusted to him, except the sale of them at their face
value for cash to third persons.

Two Indictments against defendant, Edgar I. Douglass, postmaster, for illegal use of
postage stamps.

L. F. Youmans, Dist. Atty., for the Government.
E. W. Morse, for defendant.
SIMONTON, J., (charging jury.) You are trying two distinct cases against the de-

fendant, who was postmaster at Statesburg, in this state. One of these—the indict-
ment—charges him with using in the purchase of merchandise, and in the payment of
debts, postage stamps which had been intrusted to him as postmaster. The other—the
information—charges him with including in four quarterly returns to the post-office depart-
ment the stamps so used by him, reporting them as canceled stamps, With the fraudulent
intent of increasing his compensation as postmaster. The cases are brought under chap-
ter 259, Act Cong, seventeenth June 1878, (1 Supp. Rev. St. U. S. 359.) The defendant,
testifying on his own behalf, admitted that he had used stamps on several occasions in
paying for merchandise, and remitting money, for the purpose of making change, He says
that he did this not dreaming that it was wrong, and that in every instance he had put the
money value of the stamps so used in the till of the post-office, in fact thus purchasing
the stamps from himself. The act of congress forbids any disposition by a postmaster of
stamps intrusted to him except the sale of them at their face value for cash to third per-
sons. He cannot use them in the purchase of goods or in payment of debts; nor can he
purchase them from himself for any such purpose. By his own admission, therefore, he
has violated the law, and if you believe him you must find him guilty on the indictment.
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