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THE ROSE.!
VIEROW AND OTHERS V. THE ROSE AND HER CARGO OF COTTON.

District Court, E. D. New York. June 15, 1887.

SALVAGE-TOWING LIGHTER—BURNING PIER—TENDER.

The libelant's tug towed the lighter R., laden with cotton, from the vicinity of the Morgan Line pier,
which was on fire, to a place of safety. Claimant, admitting that the service was a, salvage service,
offered to pay $140, together with costs after the action had been begun. Held, that the offer was
a liberal one, and should have been accepted; that libelant Should have a decree for $140 and
taxable costs up to the time of filing the answer, less the taxable costs which accrued after the
answer was filed.

In Admiralty.

Anson B. Stewart, for libelants.

Julian B. Shope, for claimants.

BENEDICT, J. The only question presented to me for decision in this case is in
regard to the amount proper to be awarded to the owner and crew of the tug Reindeer,
for salvage services rendered to a cargo of cotton laden on board the lighter Rose. The
lighter was lying in a slip in the North river, the pier on the lower side of which was the
pier of the Morgan Line, which was on fire. The services consisted in towing the lighter,
with her cargo of cotton, from this slip to a place remote from the fire.

The claimants have conceded that the services were salvage services, and offered to
pay $140 as salvage compensation. This offer was repeated after the action was com-
menced, and accompanied with an offer to pay the costs of the action Up to that time. By
stipulation, the offer is to be regarded as a legal tender, accompanied with a payment into
court at the filing of the answer.

In my opinion the offer of $140 was a liberal one, and should have been accepted.
The proof will not warrant an award exceeding that sum. Let the libelant have a decree
against the cargo for $140 and the taxable costs up to the time of the filing Of the answer,

less the taxable costs of the claimant which have accrued since the answer was filed.

1 Reported by Edward G. Benedict, Esq., of the New York bar.
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