
District Court, South Carolina. March 31, 1887.

THE DICTATOR.1

STREET AND OTHERS, AGENTS, V. ASHLEY PHOSPHATE CO.

1. ADMIRALTY—PLEADING—DENIAL.

An answer must admit or deny each allegation of the libel, in order that the libelant may know what
issues he must meet. The omission to notice an allegation in the libel does not, as in code plead-
ing, admit it.

2. SAME—EXCEPTIONS.

Exceptions should not be general, they should briefly, but clearly, specify by line and page the points
excepted to.

In Admiralty. Libel in personam for demurrage.
Motion by libelants that the answer be amended.
Bryan & Bryan, for libelants.
Hayne & Ficken, for respondents.
SIMONTON, J. The libel set out in distinct articles the several facts upon which the

libelant relied. The answer, following the form used in civil proceedings under the state
Code of Procedure, ignored the allegations of the first and second articles of the libel.
The libelant files his exceptions to the answer as incomplete, and not responsive. Our
rule (No. 1, district court) requires that the libel must state plainly the facts on which
relief is sought. “The adverse party must understand what is the precise charge which he
is required to answer, and make up an issue directly on the charge.” Ben. Adm. § 372.
For the same reason, the answer must admit or deny each allegation of the libel, in order
that the libelant may know what issues he must meet. It is best to answer the articles in
the order in which they are stated. The omission to notice an allegation of the libel does
not, as in code pleading, admit it. The mode of exception to the form of allegations, either
in the libel or in the answer, is regulated by our rule 41. “The exceptions shall briefly and
clearly specify the parts excepted to by line and page of the papers in the clerk's office.” A
general exception as to form will not be allowed. The precedent suggested by Mr. Bene-
dict (Adm. 669) will be followed in this court.

Let the answer be amended.
1 Reported by Theodore M. Etting, Esq., of the Philadelphia bar.
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