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In a case like this, falsehood of the statement, and the absence of
prohble cause, will amouut to proof of malice; and if you find from
the evidence that the published statement was calculated to affect
injuriously the plaintiff's character, and was false, and that the de-
fendant, without exercising ordinary care and caution in collecting it,
unfairly, and without reason to believe its truth, imparted the infor-
mation to others recklessly, your verdict should be for the plaintiff.
But if you find the plaintiff has not removed the presumption which
attaches to this statement as a privileged communica.tion, then the
defendant is entitled to a verdict. In determining whether actual
malice existed, you can take into consideration the alleged libelous
publication, in connection with other testimony tending to show the
falsity of the charge and the want of probable cause, and thus deter-
mine if malice is.proved. If the plaintiff is entitled to a verdict, you
are to fix. the amount of damages, which must be reasonable and just.

The jury found a verdict for defendant.

See Tru,ssell v. Scarlett, 18 FED. REP. 214, and note, 216.

SINGER v. CHARTER OAK INs. CO.1

(0i1'cuit Court, E. D. Missouri. J\lne 5, 1882.)

£IP1II INSURANCE-PAID-UP POLICY ON HUSBAND'S LIFE FOR BENEFIT OF WIFB-
AGENcy-AGREEil:IEN'f BY HUSBAND IN 'VIFE'S NAME TO REDUOTION 0)1'
AMOUNT OF INSURAKOE.
Where a wife is in the habit of leaving all business affairs to her husband,

and he, without her knowledge, insures his life for her benefit, and keeps pos-
session of the policy, and pays all premiums himself until the policy is fully
paid up, without action or interference on her part, and, after the policy is paid
up, the insurance company becomes financially embarrassed, he has implied au-
thority to bind her, by an agreement in her name, to a reduction of the amount
of the insurance,

This was an action by the plaintiff, Regina Singer, as widow of
Ferdinand Singer, and as beneficiary in a policy of life insurance for
$5,000, taken out in the defendant company by her husband, and
made payable to her. The policy was dated April 25, 1866, and was
on the lO-year plan; that is, after payment of fixed premiums for 10
years it was a paid-up policy, payable to the beneficiary on death
of the assured. After the lapse of this 10 years, the insurance com-
pany, being financially embarrassed, upon regular and formal pro-
cedure, proposed to its policy-holders that its outstanding policies

1 Published by special request. Reported by Benj. F. Rex, Esq., of the St. Loui!.
bar.



SINGER 11. OHARTER OAK INS. 00.

should be scaled down to three-fifths of their face value; thus proposing
that the policy sued on in this case shOuld be reduced from $0,000 to
$3,000, and should only represent a claim for the latter amount. The
proposition was accepted by Ferdinand Singer, and a written agree-
ment to scale plaintiff's policy was entered into on the thirteenth day
of November, 1877,-"[Signed] REGINA SINGER, [Seal,] per FERDI-
NAND SINGER, [Seal;] FERDINAND SINGER, [Seal,] "-and also executed
in due form by the com Itwas claimed by plaintiff that the scal-
ing agreement was not' binding upon her, it having been made by her
husband, without her knowledge or consent. The chief contention
was as to the implied authority of the husband after the policy was
fully paid up to bind the wife, as beneficiary, too. reduction of which
she knew nothing. On this question the cause was sul;>mitted to the
court, upon the following agreed statement of facts:
"The parties to this action hereby agree that this cause shall be submitted

to the court, without. the of a jury, upon the pleadings and the
following agreed statement of facts, to-wit: That the policy of insurance
declared upon in this action. and hereto attached and marked Exhibit A, and
the application therefor, and hereto attached, and marked Exhibit B, and the
scaling agreement hereto attached, and marked Exhibit 0, shall be considered
as being in evidence, and as a part of this statement of facts; that the said
application for said policy of inl;lurance was signed by the insured, Ferdinand
Singer, he signing h,is own name thereto, and that of his wife, the plaintiff
in this action; and that the plaintiff never knew before her husband took out
this policy of insurance, that he intended doing' so; and that she did not know
that he had taken out any insurance for her benefit until some time after he
had received this policy; that she did not know in what y.earsaid policy was
issued; that her husband (the insured) always paid the premiums; that plain-
.tiff never paid any of them, and that none were ever paid with her money,
and that she never knew in what month the premiums werepaidj that all
she knew about the matter was that some time before his death it came to
her knowledge that her husband had his life insured in defendant company
for her benefit; that plaintiff nev.er asked her husband to sign an application
for this insurance for her, or pay any premiums, or do anything at all about
said insurance at. any time; that she knew that he looked after it, and that
was all; that he was a man who attended to his own business, and she left
everything to him; that she never knew until after his death that he had

or intended to sign the scaling agreement hereinbefore referred to;
that the said scaling agreement, marked Exhibit 0, was executed by the de-
fendant by its proper officers; and that the corporate seal of defendant is thereto
affixed; and that the signature of Regina Singer, the plaintiff, which is thereto
affixed,. and also the signatures of said Ferdinand Singer and Ferd. Singer,
are. all in handwriting of said Ferdinand Singer, the said insured in said
policy; and that he affixed thereto the seals set opposite said signatures at the
time he signed the same; that said Ferdinand Singer, at the time of making
said application for said policy of insurance, and thereafter until the date of.
his death, was the lawful husband of plaintiff. And it is further agreed that,
during all the time from the issuance of said policy down to the date of his
death, which ;it is agreed occurred on the fourth day of October, 1881, said
policy remained in the personal custody of said Ferdinand Singer. ... ... ..."

Geo. W. Taussig, for plaintiff.
Dyer,Lee&Ellis, for defendant.
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. TREAT, J., in an oral opinion, held that, under the facts in the agreed
statement, the husband had authority to sign the wife's name to the
scaling agreement, and that she was bound thereby, and gave judg-
ment in her favor for three-fifths of the amount of the policy.

STATE OF ILLINOIS V. FLETCHER and another.

(Oircuit Oourt, N. D. illinois. December 11, 1884.) ,

1. l<'EDERAL/ELECTIONS- COMMISSION OF CRIME BY DEPUTy-MARSHALS - JURIS-
DICTION-REV. ST. § 643.
The mere holding of a commission as a deputy-marshal of the United States

at the time a party is indicted for murder or any other offense ag nst the laws
of a state, committed at a federal election, is not of itself sufficient ground for
depriving the state court of jurisdietion of the case, and does not entitle the
accused to have it removed into the circuit court of the United States under
section 643 of the Revised Statutes.

2. SAME-PETITION FOR HEMOVAL.
Where a deputy-marshal, who has been indicted for murder and held for trial

in a state court, in his petition for a removal of the case to the United States
court denies that ho committed the murder, and avers that the indictment was
found against him for' acts done by him, if done at all, as a deputy-marshal,
while in the pcrformance of his duties at an election to choose a representative
to congress, the petition does not state facts 'entitling him to a removal.

3. SAME-BuEACH OF TIlE PEACE AT POLLS.
There is no federal statute making a disturbance at the polls amounting to

a breach of the peace an offense against the United States, and a deputy-mar-
shal who is arrested by other deputy-marshals for such disturbance should be
surrendered to the state authol'ltics.

Petition for Removal of C'ase to Circuit Court.
Richard S. Tuthill, U. S. Dist. Atty., and G. M. Dawes, Asst. U.

S. Dist. Atty., for petitioners.
GRESHAM, J. The sworn petition of John Fletcher and Julius Yat-

taw states that on the twenty-ninth' day of November, 1884, they and
James Smith were jointly indicted in the oriminal court of Cook
oounty, Illinois, for the crime of murder upon one William Curnan,
by which a criminal prosecution was begun, in the name and by the
authority of the people of the state of Illinois, against the petitioners,
which is now pending in the state court, and upon which they are
confined in the county jail of Cook county awaiting trial. After fur-
ther stating that at the time the alleged killing and murder occnrred,
namely, on the fourth day of November, 1884, the petitioners and
James Smith, their co-defendant, were duly appointed and qualified
deputy-marshals of the United States, and assigned to duty at the
Third election district of the Second ward of the city of Chicago, at
an election to choose a representative in the congress of the United
States, the petition proceeds:
"And that each of your petitioners was then acting under colorof said of-

fice and in pursuance of said laws; and that the act for the alleged commis-


