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THE DANIEL STEINMAN.1

SALVAGE SERVICE—AWARD—$25,000 ALLOWED
ON VALUATION OF $252,500—COSTS.

The steamship Daniel Steinman, 1,790 tons, on a voyage from
Antwerp to New York, with general cargo and 335 steerage
passengers, lost her propeller. She set all the sail she
could, but made no headway. The same day the steamship
R., of the White Star line, bound from Liverpool to New
York with cargo and mails, and 697 passengers, came near,
and the master of the S. applied to her to be towed to
Halifax, 280 miles distant. This the R. was not willing to
do, hut was willing to attempt to tow her to New York,
630 miles distant. An agreement was made between the
two masters, by which the R. was to receive £10,000 if
she brought the S. to New York, which she proceeded to
do, being detained some two days, of which 36 hours were
occupied in towing, and bringing the S. to New York by
the time the S. was due there. No damage of consequence
was sustained by either, beyond the breaking of a hawser
belonging to the K. The weather was fair and the sea
smooth during all the time. The value of the S., cargo and
freight, was $252,500; that of the R., cargo and freight, was
$780,000. The owners of the S. were not satisfied to pay
the
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£10,000, but offered $7,500; the owners of the R. did not
insist on the agreement, but considered $25,000 net to
be their proper reward. Held, that an important salvage
service was rendered by the R. in rescuing the S. and
her passengers from a position of danger, and enabling
her to reach her port of destination without loss of time,
for which the R. should receive a salvage compensation
of $25,000. Expenditures of the R., amounting to $2,800,
were not allowed in addition, as these were taken into
consideration in fixing the award; but it was directed
that the owners be reimbursed out of the gross amount
before its distribution. As no tender was made, costs were
allowed libelants. Particular comparison of this case with
the circumstances and the award of the English court in
the case of The Silesia and The Vaderland, L. R. 5 Prob.
Div. 177.



In Admiralty.
McDaniel, Wheeler & Souther, for libelants.
Jas. K. Hill, Wing & Shoudy, for claimants.
BENEDICT, J. This action is to recover salvage

compensation for services rendered by the steam-ship
Republic to the steam-ship Daniel Steinman. In June,
1882, the steam-ship Daniel Steinman, while
prosecuting a regular trip from Antwerp to New York,
while in latitude 41 deg. 12 min., longitude 58 deg.
50 min., lost her propeller. Owing, as is supposed,
to striking something in the water, the propeller shaft
broke off just outside the hull, and the propeller
dropped into the sea without injury being done to her
hull. She was a steamer of 1,790 tons burden, built
full forward. She had two masts, and was able to
spread about 1,200 yards of canvas, which is not more
than one-third the ordinary amount of canvas spread
by a sailing vessel of equal size. Her crew consisted
of fourteen men all told, so that with one man at the
wheel and one man on the lookout she had only a
boatswain and two seamen in each watch to handle
the sails. She had a general cargo and 335 steerage
passengers. Her provisions were sufficient for about
four weeks. Upon losing her propeller she set all sail,
but made no headway. Towards night of the same
day the steamship Republic, bound from Liverpool to
New York, was discovered approaching. When she
came near, the chief officer and afterwards the master
of the Daniel Steinman boarded her, and applied to
be towed to Halifax, then some 280 miles distant to
the northward. The master of the Republic was not
willing to go to Halifax with the steamer, but was
willing to attempt to tow her to New York. After
some negotiation a written agreement was signed by
the masters of the two steamers, whereby the Republic
was to take the disabled steamer in tow, and in case
she was brought to New York in safety the Republic
was to receive £10,000 for the service. The agreement,



however, contained a provision that in case the amount
of £10,000 proved unsatisfactory to the owners of
either vessel the case should be sent for settlement to
the court of admiralty in London. Thereafter, and at
about 9 P. M., the Republic began to tow the steamer
towards New York. The weather continued fine, and
although the Steinman steered badly the Republic took
her along so fast that she was safely moored in the port
of New York by the time she was there due, and 920

thus lost no time by the disaster. The Republic was
detained some two days, thirty-six hours having been
occupied in towing. No damage of any consequence
was sustained by either vessel beyond the breaking
of a hawser belonging to the Republic. A difference
then arose in regard to the compensation to be paid
the Republic for this service. The owners of the
Daniel Steinman were not satisfied to pay the £10,000
named in the agreement made by the masters, and
consider $7,500 a sufficient compensation. The owners
of the Republic do not insist upon the agreement, and
consider $25,000 net to be their proper reward.

Upon a full consideration of all the circumstances,
I am of the opinion that an important salvage service
was rendered by the Republic to the Steinman on the
occasion in question, for which the Republic should
receive a salvage compensation of $25,000. In reaching
this conclusion I have taken into view the fact that a
disabled steamer, having on board 335 passengers, was
by the efforts of the Republic rescued from a position
of danger, and enabled to make her port of destination
without loss of time. It is no doubt true that the
Steinman could have turned back, and by means of
sails have regained her port of departure without
assistance; and, unless the winds were unusually
adverse, she could have done this before her
provisions would have given out. But such a course
would have been attended with some risk, and would
have involved a large loss of money to her owners,



besides the loss and suffering entailed upon the 335
passengers. It is probable, also, that the Steinman
could have reached Halifax by means of her sails
without assistance. This course would have subjected
her owners to a large loss, and her passengers to
no small loss and suffering, and it would have been
attended with a very considerable risk. The coast of
Nova Scotia is none too safe a place for steamers well
equipped, and a disabled steamer cannot approach it

without danger.1 It is possible, also, that the Steinman
might, by means of her sails, have reached New York,
then 630 miles distant to westward, although upon
this point the testimony discloses two opinions. With
the wind as it was when she was taken in tow, the
Steinman would never have reached New York. With
the wind as she had it until her arrival in New York,
she would never have reached New York. With some
winds, she would have reached New York in the
course of three or four weeks; but I recall no instance
of a steamer situated as she was, and of her size and
rig, making 600 miles to westward under sails alone. It
seems, therefore, entirely proper to conclude that the
efforts of the Republic relieved the Steinman from a
position of danger. I have also taken into consideration
the value of the property thus relieved,—the value of
the Daniel Steinman, her cargo and freight, amounting
in all to $252,500. I have also taken into consideration

the fact that although the master1 Five days after this
opinion was handed down, this very steamer went
ashore on the coast of Nova Scotia, and became a total
wreck, with a loss of 117 lives. 921 of the Steinman,

according to his statement, was of the opinion that
he was in the track of steamers, and could, therefore,
have waited to be assisted by some other steamer than
the Republic, and although he believed himself able
to reach a port of safety without assistance, still he
applied for the services of the Republic. In applying



to the Republic he was calling no mean instrument of
commerce to his aid. The Republic was a powerful
steamer, able, loaded as she was with passengers and
freight, to tow the Steinman for 600 miles at as
great a rate of speed as the Steinman could steam
by her own engines. She was one of the White
Star steamers, running in a line where regularity of
arrival and departure are considered of the greatest
importance. These circumstances were known to the
master of the Steinman, and when, having the option
to await the coming of a different vessel, he applied for
the services of the Republic, it must have been with
the understanding that these circumstances would be
taken into account in fixing the compensation for those
services. This is shown by the fact that he was willing
to submit to his owners for their consideration the sum
of £10,000, as he did by the agreement. I have also
considered the risk incurred by the Republic. It is true
that the weather was fair and the sea smooth during
the whole time that the Republic had the Steinman in
tow, but it is also true that towing a disabled steamer
of the size of the Steinman by a steamer of the size of
the Republic is always attended with danger. In such a
service care and watchfulness will not always prevent
disaster. Says Sir Robert PHILLIMORE, in deciding
the case of The City of Chester, 26 Mitch. Mar. Reg.
111:

“It is well known, and the Elder Brethren say, that
in all these cases of large steam-ships rendering service
to each other there is very great danger, and they will
require skillful navigation to avoid it.”

It is a service not deemed desirable by owners of
steamers, and the increasing importance of encouraging
it has called from this court expressions which need
not be repeated here. The Edam, 13 Fed. Rep. 135. In
The Rio Lima, 24 Mitch. Mar. Reg. 628, Sir Robert
PHILLIMORE says:



“It has been impressed on the minds of the court
that there seems to be a growing dislike on the part
of owners of ships to allow their vessels to render
assistance, even where no jeopardy of life is concerned.
That must be met by a liberal allowance on the part
of the court whose duty it is to consider all the
circumstances of the case.”

In this connection, the circumstance is worthy of
attention that the agreement made by the masters of
these two steamers provided for a submission of the
case to an English court of admiralty in the event
that their owners should not feel satisfied with the
sum mentioned in the agreement. Such a provision
can, of course, have no effect to render the decisions
of the English admiralty authoritative here, but it
may justify a somewhat particular comparison between
the case at bar and one heretofore determined by
an English court, where the 922 steam-ship Silesia,

having broken her propeller shaft, was towed to a
port of safety by the steam-ship Vaderland. L. R.
5 Prob. Div. 177. In that case, the salving vessel,
the steam-ship Vaderland, was bound from Antwerp
to Philadelphia with general cargo, 274 passengers,
and mails. In the present case, the salving vessel
was the steamship Republic, bound from Liverpool
to New York with cargo, 697 passengers, and mails.
The Vaderland's crew numbered 76, the Republic's,
135. The Vaderland's cargo and freight were valued at
£72,000. The Republic's cargo and freight are valued
at $780,000. The Silesia, towed by the Vaderland, was
valued, cargo and freight, at £108,000. The Steinman,
towed by the Republic, is valued, with cargo and
freight, at $252,500. The Silesia was bound to
Hamburg. The Steinman was bound to New York.
The Silesia was towed 340 miles by the Vaderland.
The Steinman was towed 630 miles by the Republic.
The time occupied in towing the Silesia was three
days. The time occupied in towing the Steinman was



thirty-six hours. The Vaderland turned back from her
voyago and went to Queenstown, and her loss of
time by performing the service was six days. The
Republic did not turn back, and by performing the
service lost only two days. In the case of The Silesia,
the masters made an agreement for a compensation
of £15,000. In this case, the agreement provided for
£10,000. In the case of The Silesia, the English court
of admiralty awarded £7,000; and it would seem, from
this comparison, that the English court of admiralty, in
a case like the present, would give no smaller reward
than $25,000.

In view of the considerations I have now alluded
to, it seems to me proper to fix $25,000 as the
proper salvage reward for the service in question. I
have been urged in behalf of the libelant to allow, in
addition, the cost of the provisions for the passengers
on the Republic for two days, the cost of extra coal
used, the cost of extra work, and the injury to the
hawser, amounting in all, it is said, to $2,800. These
expenditures I have taken into consideration in fixing
the reward at, $25,000. That sum I consider to be
sufficient without further allowance; but, in the
distribution of the salvage, the amount of money
expended by the owners in performing the service
may be shown, and they may be reimbursed for that
expenditure out of the gross reward before
distribution. As no tender was made, the libelants
must recover their costs.

Let a decree be entered in accordance with this
opinion.

1 Reported by R. D. & Wyllys Benedict, of the
New York bar.
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