
Circuit Court, D. Vermont. December 1, 1882.

269

YALE LOCK MANUF'G CO. V. COLVIN.

DOCKET FEE—COPY OF ANSWER.

Where there was no hearing and no decision of the court,
no docket fee is provided by the statute; but copies of an
answer required by the rules to be furnished are taxable.

In Equity.
Belts, Atterbury & Betts, for plaintiff.
Henry A. Harman, for defendant.
WHEELER, D. J. This cause was discontinued by

the orator with costs to the defendant. The clerk in
taxing costs refused to tax a docket fee of $20, and
for the answer; and the defendant appeals from this
taxation. The discontinuance was the voluntary act of
the party. There was no hearing and decision of the
court; therefore no docket fee is provided for by the
statute. No costs for the answer itself are provided for,
and none are taxable for it. The copies of an answer
required by the rules to be furnished are taxable. The
making the answer is an incident to the appearance,
and no statute makes any allowance for it. The rule
(equity rule 25) in regard to it is a limitation without
anything to operate upon, as the statutes and rules now
stand.
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