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PREFACE.

This volume, the last of the Federal Cases, concludes the regular series of Reports,
and contains besides certain ADDITIONAL CASES, comprising charges to the Federal
grand juries, rulings of a general nature concerning costs and fees, and a number of mis-
cellaneous opinions from the appendices of the United States Circuit and District Court
Reports, including the opinion of John Sergeant, Esq., of the Philadelphia bar, as arbi-
trator in the Pea Patch Island case (Case No. 18,311), a controversy between the states
of Delaware and New Jersey concerning jurisdiction over the Pea Patch Island in the
Delaware river. There are also included several cases received too late for alphabetical
classification, territorial decisions from Hempstead, and certain cases from Hayward &
Hazleton‘s Reports necessary to complete the representation of those volumes in the Fed-
eral Cases. Although necessarily arranged in a separate alphabetical order, these addition-
al cases are numbered consecutively with those in the main series.

It was a part of the original design of the publishers to include in the Federal Cases all
the miscellaneous matter contained in the original Circuit and District Court Reports, as
well as all the cases, so that the series might absolutely supersede those Reports by giving
all their contents in the most convenient form for reference. Most of this material is given
in this volume in the form of an APPENDIX.

The Appendix contains the old Maritime Laws of Oleron, the Laws of Wisbuy, the
Laws of the Hanse Towns, and the Marine Ordinances of Louis XIV. so frequently re-
ferred to by courts of admiralty, and a table of land claims and other miscellaneous mat-
ters from Hoffman'‘s Land Cases; also bibliographical notes concerning the United States
Circuit and District Court Reports, reprinting in each case the Prefaces to the respective
volumes.

The Appendix also contains all of the resolutions and other proceedings upon the de-
cease or retirement of the Federal judges found in the old Reports, and brief biographical
notes of all of the Federal judges appointed prior to January 25, 1894, setting forth in each
case the principal facts of the judicial or public life of the judge, and the



more important dates, when they could be obtained. In this connection it should be re-
membered that no authentic record of the Federal judges had been published prior to the
publication of the chronological lists contained in the first volume of the Federal Cases.
The data upon which these lists and also the biographical notes are based were obtained
by an exhaustive examination of all published works accessible in the larger libraries,
including general histories, histories of states, of counties, and of smaller communities,
biographical and other encyclopedias, and publications devoted exclusively to Genealo-
gy. The information thus secured was duly compiled and submitted in proof form to the
judges and also the clerks of the various courts for correction. Special efforts were made
in every instance to secure additional information by correspondence, and to verify and
correct the information already obtained. An extensive correspondence was carried on for
a period of nearly two years with all persons presumed or known to be interested in such
matters. In this way many living representatives of judges long since deceased were found,
and from them the information was secured for the biographical notes.

This Appendix, together with the miscellaneous matter in the first book of the Federal
Cases, contains a great quantity of valuable matter of literary and biographical character,
pertinent to this Series, as follows:

IN BOOK ONE:

1. A chronological table showing the constitution of the several circuits.

2. A list of the Federal judges, arranged chronologically by circuits and districts.

3. A list of the Federal judges arranged alphabetically.

4. A table of Reports by circuits and districts.

5. A list of Reports, periodicals, digests, text-books, etc., examined for reports and ci-
tations of the Federal Cases.

IN BOOK THIRTY:

6. Laws of Oleron, of Wisbuy, of the Hanse Towns, the Marine Ordinances of Louis
XIV., a table of land claims, etc.

7. Bibliographical, biographical, and miscellaneous matter reprinted from the Circuit
and District Court Reports.

8. Biographical notes of all the Federal judges appointed prior to January 25, 1894.

With the publication of the Index Digest of the Federal Cases, now in preparation,
we shall have completed the undertaking begun many
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years ago, of making available for the use of the bench and bar of the country the great
mass of decisions written by the able jurists who have since the foundation of our govern-
ment given the Circuit and District Courts of the United States such high rank among the
judicial tribunals of the world. How great has been the labor involved can be only partial-
ly shown by the results. But the comments of subscribers have given gratifying evidence
that the work has been amply appreciated; and the editors and publishers are satisfied
with the numerous assurances that they have performed a useful office in rescuing from
partial oblivion, and putting into general use, a great number of valuable authorities which
can now be cited and quoted to advantage by general practitioners as well as lawyers spe-
cially concerned with questions of law and practice arising in the United States Courts.

WEST PUBLISHING COMPANY.

April 22, 1897.
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