
District Court, D. Pennsylvania. 1802.

WOOLF ET AL. V. THE ODER.

[2 Pet Adm. 261.]1

SEAMEN'S WAGES.

Voyage broken up by seizure for debt. Extra wages claimed, and also the expenses of the mariners
on shore demanded. One month's extra pay allowed.

[Cited in Phillips v. The Thomas Scattergood, Case No. 11,106; Niphon's Crew, Id. 10,277; Nevitt
v. Clarke, Id. 10,138; The Maria, Id. 9,074; The Esteban De Antunano, 31 Fed. 925; The Frank
and Willie, 45 Fed. 490.]

[Cited in Van Beuren v. Wilson, 9 Cow. 164.]
A voyage was broken up by a seizure for the debts of the owner. A claim for the

wages, pro tanto, to the time of seizure was brought forward and allowed. Two months'
pay in addition were also claimed, under a practice in such cases: damages for the sea-
men's boarding and expenditures were also demanded.

THE COURT not being satisfied entirely with the allegation, that the seamen were
about returning to Europe, granted only one month's additional pay, it appearing, that
although they were foreigners by birth, they had for some time past sailed out of Amer-
ica. THE COURT held, that the granting this additional pay, was discretionary, both in
quantum and principle. It varies in amount, according to distance from home, or the cus-
toms of different nations, and must entirely be controlled by circumstances. There have
been frequent claims for damages, including boarding, loss of time, &c. while suits for
seamen's wages were depending; but the judge said he had not been in the practice of
giving damages; he perceived it was often done in foreign admiralty courts, and in many
cases it would be just and proper; but it should be gone into with caution, and only where
unwarrantable delay was produced by the fault of the owner or master. Seamen are often
stimulated to litigation by landlords, who would, in such cases, be the only gainers, by
damages allowed on account of boarding, &c. Suits for mariner's wages are seldom pro-
tracted. When they are legally and necessarily delayed, it will be most beneficial, both for
commerce and the seamen, that they should leave their affairs in the hands of an agent,
and prosecute their employment at sea.

1 [Reported by Richard Peters, Jr., Esq.]
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