
District Court, D. Michigan. 1852.

WARD V. THE BANNER.
[14 Law Rep. 465.]

TOWAGE LIEN.

[Towage services constitute a lien upon the vessel.]

[Cited in The Williams, Case No. 17,710.]
In admiralty.
WILKINS, District Judge, held that towage constitutes a lien or demand against a

vessel. He says: “The interest of the vessel is to make her voyage with convenient speed,
and it is the duty of the master to resort to every means in his power, to attain that object.
A vessel on her upward cruise, from Buffalo to Chicago, may be stranded or becalmed at
the mouth of the Detroit river; or, being injured by a storm, may be compelled to make
for the nearest harbor, to repair; in either exigency, towage would constitute a necessary
service, to enable her to prosecute profitably her voyage. Such service is maritime, and
within the legitimate scope of the master's authority.”
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