
District Court, N. D. California. Dec. Term, 1855.

UNITED STATES V. GUERRERO.

[Hoff. Land Cas. 94.]1

MEXICAN LAND GRANT—GENUINENESS—OCCUPATION.

The validity of this claim fully established.
Claim for a league and three-fourths of land in San Francisco county, confirmed by

the board, and appealed by the United States.
[This was a claim by Josefa Harro de Guerrero and others, heirs of Francisco Guer-

rero, for El Corral de Tierra, granted October 16, 1839, by Manuel Jimeno, and May 1,
1844, by Manuel Micheltorena, to F. G. Palomares. Claim filed April 6, 1852, confirmed
by the commission April 18, 1853, and now heard upon appeal by the United States.]

S. W. Inge, U. S. Atty.
Halleck, Peachy & Billings, for appellees.
HOFFMAN, District Judge. It appears from the expediente on file in the archives that

on the eighth of December, 1838, the grantee petitioned Governor Alvarado for the-place
called “Corral de Tierra,” of the extent of one and a half leagues long and three-fourths
of a league wide. After the usual informes or reports from the officers to whom the
petition was referred, the governor ad interim, M. Jimeno, on the sixteenth of October,
1839, made a concession of the land as solicited, but of the extent of only one square
league. And the expediente having been sent to the departmental assembly, it was by that
body approved on the twenty-second of May, 1840. In April, 1842, the grantee presented
another petition to Micheltorena, the then governor, soliciting an extension or additional
grant of a small piece of land, about three-fourths of a league, lying between the rancho
of El Corral de Tierra and that of Tiburcio Vasquez. After the usual references for infor-
mation, the governor, on the first of May, 1844, ordered the title to issue. And the title
bearing that date is produced by the claimants, as also that previously obtained for one
square league. After receiving the second grant the grantee, on the second of April, 1841,
petitioned the departmental assembly for its confirmation, and the expediente contains a
favorable report of the committee

Case No. 15,269.Case No. 15,269.

YesWeScan: The FEDERAL CASESYesWeScan: The FEDERAL CASES

11



on vacant lands, to which it was referred, dated June 9th, 1846. The expediente contains
no evidence of the final passage of the resolution of approval as reported by the commit-
tee, but the original title produced by the claimant has attached to it the usual certificate
of approval by the departmental assembly on the twelfth of June, and signed by the gov-
ernor, Pio Pico, and José Matias Moreno, secretary. The genuineness of the documents
produced by the claimants is established by proof, and is corroborated by the produc-
tion of the expediente, and by the notorious and continued occupation of the land by the
grantee and his family since 1839, the date of his first grant.

We see no reason to doubt the entire validity of this claim, and we think it should be
confirmed. A decree affirming the decision of the board must therefore be entered.

1 [Reported by Numa Hubert Esq., and here-reprinted by permission.]
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