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UNITED STATES V. BILL.

[2 Cranch, C. C. 518.]1

CONSTABLE—BOND—REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.

A constable's official bond is not vacated, or rendered void,
by his temporary removal from office, but covers his
official conduct after his reinstatement in office as well as
before the suspension of his functions.

The defendant [A. T. F. Bill] had been appointed
by the court, a constable for the county of Washington,
and gave bond in 1818. The suit was brought to
recover the amount which he had received upon two
writs of fieri facias, in favor of A. and J. B. Holmead.

The court, on the 20th of January, 1819, upon
the request of the grand jury, ordered that “he be
removed” from the office of constable. On the 27th of
the same month, the court, for reasons stated on the
minutes, ordered “that he be reinstated in his office of
constable, and that the former order, dismissing him
from that office, be rescinded.” The two writs of fieri
facias, for the amount of which he was now charged,
and which he had returned “Satisfied,” were dated
in April, 1819, and returnable on the first Monday
of May following. The defendant demurred to the
evidence, and contended that his bond was vacated by
his removal from office, and that it did not cover his
official acts done after the order for his removal was
rescinded.

But THE COURT was of opinion, that the order
for his removal having been rescinded at the same
term, it is as if it had never been made, and did
not release his sureties from responsibility for his
subsequent official acts.

[See Cases Nos. 1,405 and 14,594.]
1 [Reported by Hon. William Cranch, Chief Judge.]
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