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STAR ET AL. V. THE WHITE CLOUD.
[N. Y. Times, April 3, 1858.]

PLEADING—IN—ADMIRALTY—COLLISION.
This libel was filed by Jesse W. Star and others,

the owners of the brig Topaz, to recover the damages
sustained by her by a collision with the schooner
off Barnegat, on the night of October 14, 1855. The
evidence as to the facts was contradictory and
irreconcilable.

Beebe, Dean & Donohue, for libelants.
Burrill, Davison & Burrill, for claimants.
HELD BY THE COURT (HALL, District Judge):

That the pleadings on both sides are in violation of
all sound principles of pleading in maritime cases, and
of the positive rules of the supreme court, neither
party stating the course or bearings of the vessels, the
direction of the wind, the state of the weather, the
position of the vessels in respect to each other, or
the land or the mode of their navigation at the time.
That it is not fit in a case which may pass through all
the gradations of a hostile litigation to leave it open
to be shaped and varied as it progresses according to
its necessities or the election of those who conduct
it. That the pleadings contain no allegation of the
facts in controversy and none which can be made a
legal ground of acquittal or condemnation of the vessel
under arrest, and the cause is there fore temporarily
placed on the calendar for hearing.

THE COURT allows the parties to put in proper
pleadings now, and submit the case on them and
the proofs already in, for decision without further
argument. If this proposal is not agreed to, then the
libel is dismissed, or if accepted by the libelant, and
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not by the claimants, decree for the libelants pro
confesso.

STARBUCK, The G. H. See Case No. 5,378.
STARIN, The C. F. See Case No. 2,565.
STARIN, The J. H. See Case No. 7,320.
STARIN, The JOHN H. See Case No. 7,351.
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