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IN RE SLICHTER.

[2 N. B. R. 336 (Quarto, 107).]1

HUSBAND AND WIFE—WIFE ENGAGED IN
TRADE—DEBTS—STATE STATUTE.

A feme covert engaging in trade must do so in accordance
with the statute of the state. Not having done so, and
being incapacitated to make contracts, she may avail herself
of her coverture to defeat the debt which is the basis of
bankruptcy proceedings.

[Cited in note to in re Goodman, Case No. 5,540.]
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The testimony showed that David P. Slichter and
Catharine H. Slichter, his mother, a feme covert, were
trading under the name of Slichter & Son.

NELSON, District Judge, said: That married
women in this state had been relieved of many of
the disabilities of coverture in regard to the use,
enjoyment, and disposal of their property acquired
as provided in the statutes; but that the law still
imposed many restrictions upon their actions in regard
to their separate property. That Mrs. Slichter, being
a feme covert, could make no contract in the course
of the business and trade of Slichter & Son, legal
and binding upon her, unless authorized to engage in
business by the laws of Minnesota. That under section
5, p. 500, Rev. St. Minn., a married woman could
engage in trade, in her own name, so as to be bound by
contracts entered into by her in the course of her trade,
only when her husband abandons her, or neglects
to make adequate provision for her maintenance or
that of his family. In such a case license can be
obtained from a judge of probate to trade, and all
contracts made in the course of her business are valid
and binding upon her as if she was sole; the issues
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and profits are held by her free from the control or
interference of her husband or his creditors: and the
husband is not liable for any indebtedness incurred in
the course of her business. There being no evidence
that Mrs. Slichter was engaged in business by virtue of
any authority conferred by the statute, she could avail
herself of her coverture to defeat the debt which was
the basis of bankruptcy proceedings.

SLICK. The SAM. See Cases Nos. 12,282 and
12,283.

1 [Reprinted by permission.]
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