
District Court S. D. New York. 1848.

KETELTAS ET AL. V. RAFT OF TIMBER.
[Betts, Scr. Bk. 139.]

SALVAGE—RIGHT TO SALVAGE COMPENSATION.

[Towing a raft of timber to a place of safety, and securing it there, so preventing its drifting out to
sea, is salvage service.]

[This was a libel for salvage by John S. Keteltas and four others against a raft of tim-
ber.]

BETTS, District Judge. Suit for salvage, in recovering the raft worth $600 or $800
drifting out to sea, below the Narrows. Half or one-third the value of the timber was
claimed as salvage compensation. Held, on the pleadings and proofs, that this was a case
of salvage service, but of a very low order. Held, that the claimants did not proffer a rea-
sonable reward to the libelants, if they can be fairly regarded as having made any serious
offer of compensation. The services rendered by the libelants were prompt and benefi-
cial to the claimants, as* without their interference there is reasonable ground to infer the
raft would have floated out to sea and been lost; or, at least, the claimants would have
been exposed to trouble and heavy expense in recovering it. But the services were but
very slight in themselves, consisting of towing the raft, half a mile, mostly by one person
with a small boat, aided part of the way by two other small boats. The chief labor was
in securing the logs on the beach and watching them there. Fifty dollars salvage and costs
awarded.
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