
Circuit Court, E. D. Michigan. June Term, 1868.

KELLY V. THE PITTSBURGH.
[Detroit Post, June 8, 1868.]

MARITIME LIENS—SUPPLIES FURNISHED ON CREDIT OF VESSEL.

[Cited in The St. Joseph, Case No. 12,229.]
[Appeal from the district court of the United States for the Eastern district of Michi-

gan.]
[This was a libel in rem to recover the amount alleged to be due the libellant Ann

Kelly for supplies furnished the propeller Pittsburgh, the Western Transportation Com-
pany, claimants.]

Before SWAYNE, Circuit Justice.
Plaintiff, who is a resident of some insignificant port in Canada, furnished a quantity of

wood to the propeller, and now claims a lien upon the vessel for the value of the supplies
thus delivered. She testifies positively that the wood was furnished on the credit of the
vessel, and not on the credit of the captain, and there is no proof to the contrary. The
ordinary debts of the master are not a lien upon his vessel, but there is no question of
the power of the master to create a lien for the purchase of supplies when such may be
absolutely necessary.
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When the owner of a vessel purchases ordinary supplies on credit it is presumed that he
purchases them on his individual credit. But when the master finds himself in a foreign
port without money, and is in need of supplies, whatever debts he may contract for such
needful supplies are not considered individual obligations, but will constitute a lien upon
his vessel. In this case the facts are such as to show the grounds for the existence of a
lien. It is ordered that the decree of the court below dismissing the libel be reversed, and
that a decree be entered in favor of libellant for $202, with interest from Nov. 22, 1866,
and the costs of this suit.
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