
Circuit Court, D. Illinois. June, 1840.

JACQUETTE V. HUGUNON.

[2 McLean, 129.]1

PLEADING AT LAW—NIL DEBET—ACTION UPON JUDGMENTS—NUL TIEL
RECORD—PLEAS.

1. Nil debet cannot be pleaded to an action on a judgment.

[Cited in Wilcox v. Kassick, 2 Mich. 170.]

2. The judgment is as final and conclusive in every other state, as in the one where it is entered.

[Cited in Burnham v. Webster, Case No. 2, 179.]

[Cited in Melhop v. Doane, 31 Iowa, 400; Paine v. Schenectady Ins. Co., 11 R. I. 416.]

3. The plea of nul tiel record brings before the court the validity of the judgment and the description
of it, as set forth in the declaration.

4. A release, the statute of limitations, or payment, may be pleaded.

[Cited in Harding v. Hawkins, 141 Ill. 577, 31 N. E. 307.]
[Action at law by Joseph Jacquette against Daniel Hugunon.]
Mr. Butterfield, for plaintiff.
Mr. Spring, for defendant.
OPINION OF THE COURT. This suit is brought on the record of a judgment ob-

tained in the state of New York. The defendant filed the pleas of nul tiel record and nil
debet, and the question is whether the latter plea can be pleaded to an action on a judg-
ment. Under the constitution and laws of the United States a judgment obtained in one
state has the same effect in every other state. It is conclusive of the subject matter of con-
troversy, and no plea can be filed which contradicts the record. The statute of limitations
of the state where the suit is brought may be pleaded, also a release or payment, but the
plea of nil debet which controverts the judgment, cannot be pleaded. Armstrong v. Car-
son [Case No. 543]; Mills v. Duryee, 7 Cranch [11 U. S.] 481; Hampton v. McConnel,
3 Wheat. [16 U. S.] 234;
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McElmayle v. Cohen, 13 Pet. [38 U. S.] 324. The plea of nul tiel record is the proper and
the only plea that brings before the court the validity of the record, and the description
of it as set forth in the declaration. The demurrer to the plea of nil debet, considered as
filed, is sustained.

1 [Reported by Hon. John McLean, Circuit Justice.]
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