
Circuit Court, D. South Carolina. June Term, 1869.

GOODING V. VARN.

[Chase, 286.]1

LIMITATIONS—EFFECT OF THE CIVIL WAR—COMMENCEMENT AND
TERMINATION OF THE WAR IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

1. The statute of limitations was suspended as between citizens of the Confederate States and cit-
izens of those states which adhered to the national government during the whole period of the
war.

2. As far as South Carolina is concerned, the war began April 19, 1861, and ended April 1, 1866.
This was an action of assumpsit on two promissory notes. The defendant pleaded the

general issue and the statute of limitations. General replication to first plea. Demurrer to
second.

Ed. McCrady, Jr., for plaintiff.
Campbell & Seabrook, for defendant
CHASE, Circuit Justice. The plea of the statute of limitations is good. Without en-

tering upon the questions discussed by counsel it is sufficient to say that the state of war
existing between the state of South Carolina and the government of the United States
rendered unlawful all intercourse between citizens of that state and citizens of those which
adhered to the national government The latter could not sue in the courts of South Caroli-
na; all legal remedies therefore were denied them during the war, by the war.

The period of the beginning and termination of the war varies in different states. It
began with the president's proclamation of blockade, being the first exercise of belligerent
rights, April 19, 1831. It was then that the existence of civil war was first formally recog-
nized by the national government The end of the status of war as to South Carolina, is
to be considered as being April 1, 1866, the proclamation of the president of that date
having declared it terminated thenceforward.

The demurrer to the plea of limitations must therefore be overruled.
1 [Reported by Bradley T. Johnson, Esq., and here reprinted by permission

Case No. 5,539.Case No. 5,539.
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