
Circuit Court, District of Columbia. June Term, 1814.

EMANUEL V. BALL.

[2 Cranch, C. C. 101.]1

ESCAPE OF SLAVE—FREEDOM—ACT MD. 1796.

If a slave escape from his master in Virginia and be found in Washington, and there sold by his
master, the slave does not thereby acquire a right to freedom.

This was a petition for freedom [by the negro Emanuel against Henry W. Ball]. The
petitioner was permitted to come from Virginia, to the city of Washington to see his wife,
and to return by a certain day; but he stayed some months longer, and was taken up in
Washington, by an agent of his owner, but escaped and eloped, and the Agent sold him
to the defendant, while he was so eloped and while he was in the city of Washington.
The petitioner's counsel prayed the court to instruct the jury that upon that state of facts
the petitioner was entitled to his freedom.

THE COURT refused, and instructed the jury that he was not entitled to his freedom
under the Maryland law of 1796, c. 67.

1 [Reported by Hon. William Cranch, Chief Judge.]
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