
Circuit Court, D. Massachusetts. Sept., 1874.

CHASE V. SABIN ET AL.

[Holmes, 395;1 1 Ban. & A. 399; 6 O. G. 728.]

PATENTS—“BUCKLES”—VALIDITY.

The reissue patent granted Lucius C. Chase, May 26, 1863, for improvement in buckles, held invalid
for want of novelty in the invention described and claimed.

[In equity. Bill by Lucius C. Chase against Charles W. Sabin and others for alleged
infringement of reissued letters patent No. 1,483, of May 26, 1863; the original patent,
No. 26,013, having been granted to L. C. Chase, November 8, 1859.]

George E. Betton, for complainant
James B. Robb, for defendants.
SHEPLEY, Circuit Judge. The invention described and claimed in the patent of the

complainant, for an improvement in buckles, reissue No. 1.483, dated May 26, 1863, is
for “confining a buckle to a strap or other article, by means of one or more rivets or
screws passing through one or more wings or flanges, substantially as set forth, and for
the purpose described.” The specification describes the invention as laying a buckle, pro-
vided with one or more wings having one or more holes through it or them, flat upon
the strap or material to which it is to be confined, and punching in it one or more holes
corresponding with the hole or holes in the wing or wings, and putting through each one
a rivet and heading it. The defendants' answer to the bill of complaint alleges, among oth-
er things, that this invention was not new, but, before the date of the alleged invention,
was known and used, among others, by Kasson Fraser, of Syracuse. The evidence in the
case shows, conclusively, the use, by Fraser and others, as early as 1853, at Syracuse, of
buckles provided with such a wing or flange as is described in the complainant's patent
and attached to a strap in the described manner. This is a perfect defence to the claim
in the patent of the complainant, as the evidence proves an extensive use of the Fraser
buckle since 1853. Bill dismissed, with costs.

1 [Reported by Jabez S. Holmes, Esq., and here reprinted by permission.]
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