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Case No. 2,063.

BRYAN'S CASE.

[1 Cranch, C. C. 151.]1

Circuit Court, District of Columbia.

Jan. 3, 1804.

JURY—IMPANELING—TAKING OATH.

A juror cannot be permitted to make solemn affirmation in lieu of oath, unless he be one
of those people who hold it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion.

Wilson Bryan, having been summoned as a juryman for trial of causes for this day, and
being called to be sworn in the case of Levering v. Bank of Columbia [Cases Nos. 8,286,
8,287], refused to be sworn, alleging that he was a Methodist. Being asked by THE
COURT whether it was contrary to the principles of that religious society to take an oath,
and having answered that he did not know that it was, but that although he had heretofore
been sworn on juries, yet he was determined not to take an oath again, and persisting in
his refusal to be sworn, THE COURT ordered him into the custody of the marshal. See
the bill of rights of Maryland, § 36; Act Assem. 1797, c. 118. On Wednesday, the 4th of
January, he submitted to be sworn, and was sworn by holding up his hand.

1 [Reported by Hon. William Cranch, Chief Judge.]
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