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Case No. 2,006a.

BROWN v. The GIDEON LEE.

[Betts' Scr. Bk. 547.]

District Court, S. D. New York.

Dec, 1856.

COLLISION—WITH VESSEL AT PIER.

[A vessel is liable for injuries caused by her when, in attempting to reach a dock, she is
brought so close to a vessel already lying there that a collision is caused by the action of
the tide.]

In admiralty. This libel was filed [by Thomas Brown and others against the sloop Gideon
Lee] to recover the damages occasioned to the libellants' vessel, the Stella, by a collision
with the sloop. The Stella was properly moored alongside of a dock at Jersey City, and
the Gideon Lee was run into the slip or basin above the Stella, with intent to pass in
beyond the place of her mooring, alongside of the dock in her rear. The night was dark,
and those in charge of the sloop, not being aware of the position of the Stella, came, in so
near her that the ebb tide swept her down upon the side of the Stella, and caused injury to
her. [Decree for libellants.]

Mr. Haskett, for libellants.

Brown, Hall & Vanderpoel, for claimants.

BETTS, District Judge. The position taken by the Stella was a proper one, and nothing
was omitted on her part in placing herself there, which was not allowed in itself, or which
tended to produce the collision complained of. It was the duty of the crew of the Gideon
Lee, in attempting to bring her into the dock, in a dark night, and past the place usually
occupied by vessels, to use all proper care and precaution so to manage her as to protect
the vessels which lie there from injury. The collision occurred from the omission of such
prudent and skilful conduct on the part of the Gideon Lee. Decree for libellants, with
reference.
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