
Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
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timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 JANUARY I'"
TO

IS 1907: 1984 SPECIFICATION FOR
CARDAMOM ( CAPSULES AND SEEDS)

( SecolUl R"isio" )

•( Page4, clause %.4 ) - Substitute '3 of IS 1797 : 1985 ' for '4 of
'-1973 '.

( Page 4, loot-note) - Substitute '-Methods of test for spices lad coDdimelts
\ secorul ,wisiOll )' (or tbe existing.

( Page S,clfUse Z.5, line 4 ) - Substitute '9 of IS 1797 : 1985·' lor '10 of
IS: 1797· 1973 '.

( 1-'45'-' S, cltpJse Z.6, last line ) - Substitute 'IS 1797 : 1985·' for
'IS: 1797· 1973 '.

(Page S, cl9use 7..7, last line) - Substitute '4 of IS 1797 : 1985·' for'S of
IS: 1797· 1973 '.

(Page S, cLause %.9, line4 ) - Substitute '4 of IS 1791: 1985·' for '5 of
IS : 1797-1913 '.

(PGge S, c(ause 2.11, line3 ) - Substitute '4 of IS 1797 : 1985·' for i5 of
IS: 1797·1973 '.

(Page 5, clause 2.11 ) -Insert the following newclauseafter1.11:

'1.11 Total Ash -!be total asb content in cardamom capsule Illd seed, wben
tested in accordancewitb tbe method given in , of IS 1797 : 1985 , sball be not
moretbln 8.5 percentand 4.5 percentrespectively.'

( Page S, loot-note) - Substitute ··Medlods of lest for spia:s and coadimears ( seconJ
rwisitNt)' (or the existing.

( Page 8, cllluses 4.1, 4.1.1 and4.1.2 ) - Substitute tbe following for the
existinsclause:

'4.1 Pacld. - CaRl.momcapsuleor seed shall be packedin clean, soundand
dry container madeof metal,glass, food grade polymers, woodor jute bagt_ lbe
wooden boxes or jute bags shill be suitably lined witb moisture proof lining

1

 



Amead No. 110 IS t'07 : 1984

which does not impart Iny foreign smell to tbe product. The packing material
shall be free from fungal or insect infestation and should not impart Iny foreign
smell. Eacboontainersball be secu~ly closedaDel sealed.'

( Page8, clause 4.2) - Substitute the following for the existing clause:

'4.% Marking - The following particulars sball be marked direcdy OD each
package/container on I labellttlcbed to or fixed on tbe package:

a) Nameand address of the manufaetuter or picker;

b) Nameof materia) ( Capsule or Seed );

c) Tradename andbnnd name, ifany;

d) Gradedesignation;

e) Batchor code number;

1) Net mass;

g) Monthand yearof packing;

h) Best before ( monthInd year); and

j) Any otber markings required under the Standtlrds of Weights and
Measures (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 1977 Ind tbe Preve1llio" 01
Food AdulterationAct, 19S4and the Rula framed thereunder.'

•(.Page9, clause5.1 ) - Substitute 'IS 13145 : 1993 ' for '3 of IS : 1797 •
1973 '.

(Page 9, foot-note ) - Substitute the following for the existing:

, ·SpicesInd condiments - Metbods ofSlmpiiDI (firs' revision ).'

(FAD9)
RepropP', Uait, SIS. New Delhi, IJMlia
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AMENDMENT NO.2 MAY 2008
TO

IS 1907: 1984SPECIFICATION FOR CARDAMOM
(CAPSULES ANDSEEDS)

( SecolldRna.")

(PageS, clause2.12)- Inscrtthefollowing clause after2.12:

'%.13 SalmoDell.

Salmonella shouldbe absent in 2S g when determined by the method given in
IS 5887 (P1rt 3): 1999t."

(Page S,footnote) - Insert the following footnote at theend:

ctMethods for detection of bacteria responsible for food poisonina : Part ] Oeneralpidlnco on
methods for thedetection of salmonella (_conti tWvUIOII). t

(FAD 9)

RePRiii'iPby Unit, dIS. New DCIh~ LiCL 



IS : 1907 ·1984

Indian Standard
SPECIFICATION FOR

CARDAMOM (CAPSULES AND SEEDS)

( Second Revision)

o. FOREWORD

8.1 This Indian Standard (Second Revision) was adopted by the
Indian Standards Institution on 22 June 1984, after the draft finalized
by the Spices and Condiments Sectional Committee had been approved
by the Agricultural and Food Products Division Council.

0.2 Spices and condiments are In common use in this country, Some
of them are also exported in considerable quantities. Cardamom is one
of the important commodities exported from India.

0.3 This Indian Standard was first published in 1961 and \\ as revised
in 1966. This second revision includes requirements for capsules.
Changes were made with respect to moisture and volatile oil content
based on new data and experience gathered.

0.4 This standard takes into consideration the prevailing methods of
trade and has adopted Irades formulated by the Directorate of Marketing
and Inspection tor being incorporated in the Agmark ( Grading "nd Mark.
ira,) &1'1, framed under the Agrieultural Produc« ( Grading and Alarkin,)
Act, 1937. .
0.5 In the preparation of this standard, clue consideration has been given
to the provisions of the P"lJIntion of Food Adult,ral;on Au, 1954 and the
Rules framed thereunder. However, this standard is vubjeet to the
Nltrictiona imposed under this Act, wherever applicable.

0.6 For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this
standard is complied witb, the final value, observed or calculated,
expre••io. the result of a test or analysis, shan be rounded off' in
accordance with IS : 2-1960*. The number of significant places retained
ia the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value
in this.tandard.

eRul. (or roundinl off numerical values ( "wl,d ).
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1. SCOPE

1.1 This standard prescribes the requirements for cardamom, EI,ttIJria
t.11damnlnum (L. )Maton (CHI/OTI ELACHI) of the family Zingiberaceae.

1.2 This standard does not covel' the capsules or ~ed~ of the genus
•\mOlllUlll.

2. REQ,UIREMENTS

2.1 DescriptioD

2.1.1 Cardnmoms witllCapsllus - The cardamoms shall be the nearly
rip« fruits of Eleuari« eardamomum ( I.... ) Maton in the COI"m of capsules
which have been dried. The capsules shall be of colour ranging from
light green to brO\VD, cream and white; global in size or three-cornered
having a ribbed appearance. The capsules may he clipped and their
pedicels removed. The capsules shall be well formed and wlth sound
cardamom seeds inside. The capsules may also be bleached. The
cardamoms 111ay be graded on the basis of colour, clipping, size, mass
per litre, bleaching or otherwise, proportions of extraneous matter, or
place' of origin.

2.1.2 The cardamom seeds capsules may also be decorticated and the
separated seeds packed for trade purposes. The cardamom seeds may
be graded 011 the basis of maSI per litre and proportions of extraneous
matter ( Sit 2.7) and light seeds ( set 2.11 ).

2.2 Ta.te aDd Aroma or Flayoar - The taste and aroma or flavour of
. cardamoms in caspules and seeds shall be characteristic and fresh. The

material shall be free from foreign taste and aroma 01" flavour, including
rancidity Q.nd mustiness,

2.3 Freedom from Moald_, I•••ct_, etc - Cardamoms in capsules
and seeds shall be free from visible moulds and insect infestation.

Nu'd·: - 'rhrip marks alone on call,utes shall not It'Rd to the conclulion that dw
capsules have hcrn infested by insects.

2.4 Ma•• per Lltre- The mass of cardamoms in caplules and seed.
shall be as prescribed in Table I. The mas of cardamoms contained in
one litre shall be determined in accordance wlth the method liven in 4
errs . 1797·1973·.

*Mt'thods of sampJiI1l and test CorsIlica aDd condimenu. 



III 1117 • 1184

'2.5 MoI.t....e CODteat - The moisture content in all grad. of carda­
mom except the grade 'Bleached' or 'Half bleached' shall DOt uceed
10 percent ( olm ) when determined in accordance with the methoclliven
in 10 of IS : 1797·1973·. The moisture content in the grade Bleached
or half bleached shall not exceed 13 percent ( vim) when determined by
the same method.

-2.6 Volatile 011 Coateat - The volatile oil content of different grades
of cardamom capsules shall be not less than 3·5 percent ( vim) on capsule
basis and in the case of seed grades it shall not be less than 4·0 percent
( vIm) on the seed basis when determined in .accordance with the method
given in 15 of IS : 1797-1973·.

2.7 Extra.eo•• Matter - The proportion of calyx pieces, stalk bitland
other extranec : matter in cardamom in capsules and seeds shall be not
more than 5 p .cent and 2 percent by mass, respectively, when determined
in accordance with the method given in 5 of IS : 1797-1973•.

2.8 Empty .ad Malformed Cap."le. - The proportion of empty
capsules which are without any seeds or malformed capsules which
are scantily filled with seeds shall not be more than 5 percent by count.
For this purpose, 100 capsules from the sample shall be opened
out and the number of empty and malformed capsules counted.

2.9 I......ture ••d SlIrlvelled Cap.a1e. - The proportion of imma­
ture and shrivelled capsules, which are not fully developed, .hall be not
more than 7 percent by mass and shall be determined after separating
them in accordance with the method given in 5 of IS : 1797-1973.,
Percentage of immature and shrivelled capsules shall be not more
than the limit prescribed for each grade in Table 1.

2.10 Black•••• Spilt. - Blacks include capsules having visible blackish
to black colour and spUts include those capsules whioh are op. at corners
for more than half the length. The proportion of blacks and splits shall
be not more than 15 percent by count. For this purpose, 100 capsules
shall be taken from the sample and the number of blacks and splits
separated and counted.

2~11 Lillat Seed. - The proportion of light seeds in cardamom seeds
shall be not more than 5 percent by mass, when separated in accord­
ance with the method Riven in 5 or IS : 1797·1973*. Light seeds shall
include seeds which are brown or reel in colour broken or immature
and shrivelled.
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s, GRADES

3.1 The cardamoms in capsules and seeds may allo be graded ( ,'e 2.1.1 )
before packing.

3.2 There .hall be 25 grades of cardamom with capsules and 3 or
cardamom seedl.

S.3 The designations of the grades and their requirements are given in
Table J for cardamom with capsules and in Table 2 for cardamom
leeds.

TABU 2 ORADE DBSlGNATION. 01' CARDAMOM SEBDS AND
TIIBIR RBCltJlRDIINTI

GRADI: TRADI: EX'l'RAKEOUM LIGHT MAa"J. OBNEKAL
DDIO- NAMJ': MATTBD, S.I:D8, 'Jk~ CRAll ACTERII·
M'ATION PuODT PUCEK'J' .n TI('"S

BY MASS, BY M,\8f!',
MtJlI "'d.

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

CSI Prime 0-5 3'0 675 Decorticated and
dry leeds or

CS2 Shipment 1·0 5'0 660 any variety or
HUI,.,itI (;.,-

CS3 Brokens 2'0 dlllll"".'",'

4. PACKING AND MARKING

4.1.acIdDI

4.1.1 Caplull$ - Cardamoms with capaules shall be packed in clean,
sound and dry tinplate containers or wooden casci suitably lined ,vith
polyethylene or waterproof paper or kraft paper or in new jute baga
lined with polyethylene or waterproof paper.

4.1.2 SeIdl - Cardamom seeds shall be packed in clean and dry
tinplate containers or wooden cases lined with polyethylene or waterproof
paper or kraft paper.

4.2 Ma~Id., - The following particulars shall be marked 01- labelled
on each container:

a) Name of the material, and the trade-name or brand name if
any;

b) Name and address of the manufacturer or the packer;

8
 



IS : 1907 • 1984

c) Batch 01" code number;
d) Net mass in rnetric units;
e) Grade of the material ( ifgraded ); and
f) Country of origin,

5. SAMPLING

5.1 Representative samples of the material shall be drawn and tested for
conformitv to this specification as prescribed in 3 of IS : 1797-1973*.

• ~Iethoda or aamplinaand test lor apices and condimelltl.

 



BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDI

Region.'O,,'c••:
Central : Mlnak BhIVe", 8 Bah.clur Shih Zlf., M.rtl,

NEW DELHI 110002
-E••tern : 1/14 C. I. T. Scheme VII M, V. I. P. RoM,

Menlktol., CALCUrrA 7000&4
Northern : SCO 44&·448, sector 3S-C,

CHANDIGARH 180031

Headqu.n.,.:
Manak Bhaven, 8 81hadur ShahZ.fe, Me", NEW DELHI 110002
Telephon..: 331 01 31. 331 13 78 TeJllrImI: MlMIcIIftIthI

( Cpnnon to III 0fII0tI)
,.,.".

{331 01 3t
13311371

ae 2411

21843
31141

412442
Southern : C. I. T. Cempul. MADRAS 800113 ., 21 tl

4.1211e
tW••t.rn : Menakillye. £8 MIDC, Mlrol, Andherl ( EIIt), I 32 12 88

BOMBAY 400083
BIMH:h O'fic••:
'Pulhpek', Nurmoh.med Shaikh Merg, Kh8npur, J 2 13 48

AHMADABAD 380001 2 13 41
t'..nya Indultria' ~r.a 111 Sta"e, Blngllor. TumkurRoad 138 48 BS

BANGALORE 6800&8 l38 41 &e
Genootri Complex, 6th Floor. Bhldbhadl Roed, T. T. N8g.r, 8 87 ,.

BHOPAL 482003
Plot "0. 82/83, Lewil ROld, BHUBANESHWAR 7&1002 I 38 27
&3;8. Wlrd No. 28, R.G. Berue Rold, 6th Byelene, 3 31 71

GUWAHATI 781003
8-8-68C L. N. Gupt. M.rg ( Nlmpelly Stltion Ra.d ). 23 1083

HYDERABAD oo1סס& ..

R14 Yudhl.ter Marg. C Schem•• JAIPUR 302001 { ::: ~~

117/418 8 $aNoda.,. Nagar.ICANPUR 208001 {~ :I~
Pltllputr. Inclultrtel EI'I'., P'ATNA 800013 I 23 01
T.C.No. 14/1421. UnlverlltY P.O•• P.'lYlm {' 21 04

TR'VANDRUM 88&011 '21 t7
l"'PtICIlon on_ (With S.I. 'oint J:
Pulhpanj.II. Firat Floor. 20!;~Welt Hiah Court RC*I, 21' 7'

Shenker Nlpr Square, IV'GPUR 440010
IMtltuUOftof E~inMrI ( india ) 8ullcllng,1332 ShIv.jI NIgIr, I 24 31

PUNE 411001 •

..... 011 In Ca.OUIle .. 1.1CIIowrI~,P. o. ........, 17.00
.....~ 700012 ..

~ .., OfIIe In ....... II ., ......., ca.............. lUI-
~-., , ,

't *" ••0tIcIeIn Ian..'•• 'I•un-., ................iIIadM.. II 1&7tllIfti8IOIe 110OO2 • .....' tt,,,

Lpro.rap", i.Je. 01. iGW Diliit. iii,ll;J
 


