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Low-Voltage Switchgear and Controlgear Sectional Committee, ETD 07

NATIONAL FOREWORD

This Indian Standard (Part 1) which is identical with IEC 60898-1 : 2002 'Electrical accessories 
Circuit-breakers for overcurrent protection for household and similar installations: Part 1 Circuit
breakers for a.c . operation' issued by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) was
adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on the recommendation of the Low-Voltage Switchgear
and Controlgear Sectional Committee and approval of the Electrotechnical Division Council.

This standard is a consolidated version of IEC 60898 -1 : 2002 incorporating Amendment Nos. 1 and 2
publ ished in 2002 and 2003 respectively.

This standard supersedes IS 8828 : 1996 'Electrical accessories - Circuit-breakers for overcurrent
protection for household and similar installations (second revision)' . Other part of the standard is as
follows :

Part 2 Circuit breakers for ac and de operation

The text of IEC Standard has been approved as suitable for publication as an Indian Standard without
deviations. Certain conventions are, however, not identical to those used in Indian Standards .
Attention is particularly drawn to the following:

a) Wherever the words 'Intemational Standard' appear referr ing to this standard, they should
be read as 'Indian Standard'.

b) Comma (,) has been used as a decimal marker, while in Indian Standards, the current
practice is to use a point (.) as the decimal marker.

In this adopted standard, reference appears to certain International Standards for which Indian
Standards also exist. The corresponding Indian Standards, which are to be substituted in their
respective places , are listed below along with their degree of equivalence for the edit ions indicated:

International Standard

IEC 60038 (1983) IEC standard voltages

IEC 60050 (441) (1984) International
Electrotechnical Vocabulary (lEV) 
Chapter 441 : Switchgear, controlgear
and fuses

IEC 60060-1 (1989) High-voltage test
techniques - Part 1: General definitions
and test requirements

IEC 60112 (1979) Method for
determining the comparative and the
proof tracking indices of solid insulating
materials under moist conditions

Corresponding Indian Standard

IS 12360 : 1988 Voltage bands for
electrical installations including preferred
voltages and frequency

IS 1885 (Part 17) : 1979 Electrotechnical
vocabulary: Part 17 Switchgear and
controlgear (first revision)

IS 2071 (Part 1) : 1993 High-voltage test
techn iques: Part 1 General definitions
and test requirements (second revision)

IS 2824 : 1975 Method for determining
the comparative tracking index of solid
insulating materials under moist
conditions (first revision)

v

Degree of
Equivalence

Technically
Equivalent

do

do

do

 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

International Standard

IEC 60227 (all parts) Polyvinyl chloride
insulated cables of rated voltages up to
and including 4501750 V

IEC 60269-1 (1986) Low-voltage fuses
- Part 1: General requirements

IEC 60269-2 (1986) Low-voltage fuses
-Part 2: Supplementary requirements
for fuses for use by authorized persons
(fuses mainly for industrial application)

IEC 60269-2-1 (1987) Low-voltage fuses
Part 2·1: Supplementary

requirements for fuses for use by
authorized persons (fuses mainly for
industrial application) - Sections I to V:
Examples of types of standardized fuses

IEC 60364-4-41 (1992) Electrical
installations of buildings - Part 4:
Protection for safety - Chapter 41:
Protection against electric shock

IEC 60364-4-47-473 (1977) Electrical
installations of build ings - Part 4:
Protection for safety - Chapter 47:
Application of protective measures for
safety - Section 473: Measures of
protection against overcurrent

IEC 60529 Degrees of protection
provided by enclosures (IP Code)

IEC 60664-1 (2002) ') Insulation co
ordination for equipment within low
voltage systems - Part 1: Principles,
requirements and tests

Corresponding Indian Standard

IS 694 : 1990 PVC Insulated cables for
working voltages up to and including
1 100 V (third revision)

IS 13703 (Part 1) : 1993 Low-voltage
fuses for voltages not exceeding 1 000 V
ac or 1 500 V dc: Part 1 General
requirements

IS 13703 (Part 2/Sec 1) : 1993 Low
voltage fuses for voltages not exceeding
1 000 V ac or 1 500 V dc: Part 2 Fuses
for use by authorized persons, Section 1
Supplementary requirements

IS 13703 (Part 2/Sec 2) : 1993 Low
voltage fuses for voltages not exceeding
1 000 V ac or 1 500 V dc: Part 2 Fuses
for use by authorized persons , Section 2
Examples of standardized fuses

SP 30 1985 National electrical
code

IS 12063 : 1987 Classification of degrees
of protection provided by enclosures of
electrical equipment

IS 15382 (Part 1) : 2003 Insulation
coordination for equipment within low
voltage systems: Part 1 Principles ,
requirements and tests

Degree of
Equivalence

Techn ically
Equivalent

Identical

do

do

Technically
Equivalent

do

Identical

IEC 60947-1 (1999)21 Low-voltage ISIJEC 60947-1 : 2004 Low-voltage
switchgear and controlgear - Part 1: switchgear and controlgear: Part 1
General rules General rules

IEC 60947-2 (1989)3) Low-voltage IS/IEC 60947-2 : 2006 Low-voltage
switchgear and controlgear - Part 2: switchgear and controlgear: Part 2
Circuit-breakers Circuit-breakers

Technically
Equivalent

do

IEC 61009-1 (2003) Residual current
operated circuit-breakers with integral
overcurrent protection for household and
similar uses - Part 1: General rules

Ii Since revrsed in 2007.
" Since revised in 2004.
j . Since revised in 2006.

IS 12640 (Part 2) : 2007 Residual current
operated circuit-breakers household and
similar uses: Part 2 Circuit-breakers with
integral over current protect ion (RCBOs)

vi

do
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The technical committee responsible for the preparation of this standard has reviewed the provisions
of.the following International Standard referred in this adopted standard and has decided that they are
acceptable for use in conjunction with this standard:

International Standard

IEC 60228A : 1982

IEC 60417 (all parts)

IEC 60695-2-10

IEC 61545

IEC 61009-2-1 : 1991

IEC 61009-2-2 : 1991

ISO/IEC Guide 2 : 1991

Title

First supplement to publication 228. Conductors of insulated cables 
Guide to the dimensional limits of circular conductors

Graphical symbols for use on equipment

Fire hazard testing - Part 2-10 Glowinglhot-wire based test methods
Glow-wire apparatus and common test procedure

Connecting devices - Devices for the connection of aluminium
conductors in clamping units of any material and copper conductors in
aluminium bodies clamping units

Residual current operated circuit-breakers with integral overcurrent
protection for household and similar uses (RCBO's) - Part 2-1:
Applicability of the general rules to RCBO's functionally independent of
line voltage

Residual current operated circuit-breakers with integral overcurrent
protection for household and similar uses (RCBO's) - Part 2-2:
Applicability of the general rules to RCBO's functionally dependent on
line voltage

General terms and their definitions conceming standardization and
related activities

Only the English text of the International Standard has been retained while adopting it as an Indian
Standard, and as such the page numbers given here are not the same as in the IEC Publication.

For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with, the
final value, observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in
accordance with IS 2 : 1960 'Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised)'. The number of
significant places retained in the rounded off value should be same as that of the specified value in
this standard.

vu

 



ISI1EC 60898-1 : 2002

Indian Standard
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES - CIRCUIT-BREAKERS

FOR OVERCURRENT PROTECTION FOR
HOUSEHOLD AND SIMILAR INSTALLATIONS

PART 1 CIRCUIT-BREAKERS FOR Be OPERATION

1 Scope and object

This part of IEC 60898 appl ies to ac. air-break circuit-breakers for ope rat ion at 50 Hz or
60 Hz, having a rated voltage not exceed ing 440 V (between phases) , a rated current not
exceed ing 125 A and a rated short-circu it capac ity not exceeding 25 000 A.

As far as possible, it is in line with the requ irements contained in IEC 60947-2 .

These circu it-breakers are intended for the protection against overcurrents of winng
installations of buildings and similar applications ; they are des igned for use by uninstructed
people and for not being mainta ined .

They are intended for use in an env ironment with pollution degree 2.

They are suitable for isolati on.

Circuit-breakers of th is standard, with exception of those rated 120 V or 1201240 V (see table 1),
are suitable for use in IT systems provided that the requirements of IEC 60364-4·4731977 +
A1:1998 are complied with.

This standard also app lies to circu it-breakers hav ing more than one rated current, provided
that the means for chang ing from one discrete rat ing to another is not accessible In normal
service and that the rating cannot be changed without the use of a tool.

This standard does not apply to

circuit-breakers intended to protect motors;

- circuit-breakers, the current sett ing of which is adjustable by means accessible to the user

For circuit-breakers having a degree of protection higher than IP20 accord ing to IEC 60529 ,
for use in locations where arduous env ironmental conditions prevail (e g excessive hum idity.
heat or cold or deposit ion of dust) and in hazardous locations (eg where explosions are
liab le to occur), special constructions may be required

Requirements for circu it-breakers for a.c and d.c operation are given in IEC 60898-2

Requirements for circu it-breakers which incorporate residual current tripping devices are to be
found in IEC 61009-1, IEC 61009·2-1, and IEC 61009-2-2

A gu ide for co-ordination under short-circu it cond itions between a circu it-breaker and another
short-circuit protective device (SCPDs) is given in annex 0

NOTE 1 For more severe overvoltage conditions, circuit-breakers complying with other standards (eg IEC 60947-2)
should be used.

NOTE 2 For an environment with a higher pollution degree . enclosures giv ing the appropriate degree of protection
should be used.

NOTE 3 Circuit-breakers with in the scope of th is standard may also be used for protect ion against electric shock
in case of fault , depending on their t ripp ing cha racteristics and on the character ist ics of the install ati on The
criterion of appl ication for such purposes is dealt with by installation rules .

This standard contains all requ irements necessary to ensure compliance with the operational
characterist ics required for these devices by type tests
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It also conta ins the deta ils relative to test requirements and methods of testing necessary to
ensure reproducibility of test results .

This standard states

a) the characteristics of circu it-breakers;

b) the cond itions with which circuit-breakers shall comply, with reference to :

1) their operation and behaviour in normal service;

2) the ir operation and behaviour in case of overload;

3) their operation and behaviour in case of short-circuits up to the ir rated short-c ircuit
capacity ;

4) the ir dielectric properties;

c) the tests intended for confirm ing that these conditions have been met and the methods to
be adopted for the tests ;

d) the data to be marked on the devices ;

e) the test sequences to be carried out and the number of samples to be submitted for
cert if ication purposes (see annex C) ;

f) the co-ordination under short-circuit conditions with another short-circu it protective device
(SCPD) associated in the same circuit (see annex D);

g) the routine tests to be carr ied out on each circuit-breaker to reveal unacceptable
var iat ions. in material or manufacture, likely to affect safety (see annex I) .

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document.
For dated references , only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest ed ition
of the refe renced document (including any amendments) applies.

IEC 60038, IEC standard voltages

IEC 600S0(441) , International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (lEV) - Chapter 441 : Switchgear,
controlgear and fuses .

IEC 60060-1 :1989, High-voltage test techniques - Part 1: General definitions and test
requirements

IEC 60112, Method for determining the comparative and the proof tracking indices of solid
insulating materials under moist conditions

IEC 60227 (all parts), PolyVinyl chloride insulated cables of rated voltages up to and including
4501750 V

IEC 60228A 1982. First supplement to Publication 228 . Conductors of insulated cables 
GUide to the aimensionet Iimits of circular conductors

IEC 60269 (all parts ). Low-voltage fuses

IEC 60364 (all parts) , Electrical installations of buildings

IEC 60364-4-41 :1992. Electrical installations of bUildings - Part 4.' Protection for safety 
Chapter 41: Protection aga inst electric shock

IEC 60364 -4-473:1977 , Electrical installations of buildings - Part 4: Protection for safety
Chapter 47: Application of protective measures for safety - Sect ion 473: Measures of protection
against overcurrent
Amendment 1: 1998

2 
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IEC 60417 (all parts), Graphical symbols for use on equipment

IEC 60529, Degrees of protection provided by enclosures (lP Code)

IEC 60664 -1 , Insulation co-ordination for equipment within low-voltage systems - Part 1
Principles, requirements and tests

IEC 60695-2-10 , Fire hazard testing - Part 2-10: G/owinglhot-wire based test methods - G/ow
wire apparatus and common test procedure

IEC 60947-1 :1999, Low-voltage switchgear and controlgear - Part 1.' General rules

lEG 60947-2:1996, Low-voltage SWitchgear and controlgear- Part 2 Circuit-breakers

lEG 61545 , Connecting devices - Devices for the 'connection of aluminium conductors in
clamping units of any material and copper conductors in aluminium bodied clamping units 
Group safety publication

ISOIIEG Guide 2:1991, General terms and the ir definitions concerning standardization and
related activities

3 Definitions

For the purpose of this part of lEG 60898, the definitions given in lEG 60050(441) and the
follOWing apply.

3.1 Devices

3.1.1
SWitching device
a dev ice designed to make or break the current in one or more electric circu its
[lEV 441-14-01]

3.1.2
mechanical switching device
a switch ing dev ice des igned to close and open one or more electric Circuits by means of
separable contacts,
[lEV 441 -14-02]

3.1.3
fuse
a switching device that, by the melting of one or more of it s specially des iqned and
proportioned components, opens the circuit in which it is inserted and breaks the current
when this exceeds a given value for a sufficient t ime

[lEV 441-18-01 , modified]

3.1.4
circuit-breaker (mechanical)
a mechanical SWitching device, capable of mak ing , carrymq and breaking currents under
normal circu it condit ions and also making, carrying for a spec if ied time, and automatically
breaking currents under specified abnormal circuit cond itions such as those of short-C ircuit

(lEV 441-14-20, modified]

3.1.5
plug-in circuit-breaker
a circuit-breaker having one or more plug- in terminals (see 3.3.20) and desiqnad for use with
appropriate means for the plug-in connection

3
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3.2 General terms

3.2.1
overcurrent
a current exceeding the rated current
[lEV 441-11-06]

3.2.2
overload current
overcurrent occurring in an electrically undamaged circu it
NOTE An overload current may cause damage if sustained for a sufficient time .

3.2.3
short-circuit current
overcurrent resulting from a fault of negligible impedance between points intended to be at
different potentials in normal service
NOTE A short-circuit current may result from a fault or from an incorrect connection.

[lEV 441-11-07, modified]

3.2.4
main circuit (of a circuit-breaker)
all the conductive parts of a circuit-breaker included in the circuit which it is des igned to close
and open

3.2.5
control circuit (of a circuit-breaker)
circuit (other than a path of the main circuit) intended for the closing operation or opening
operation, or both , of the circuit-breaker

3.2.6
auxiliary circuit (of a circuit-breaker)
all the conductive parts of a circuit-breaker intended to be included in a circuit other than the
main circuit and the control circuit of the circuit-breaker

3.2.7
pole (of a circuit-breaker)
that part of a circuit-breaker associated exclusively with one electrically separated conducting
path of its main circuit provided with contacts intended to connect and disconnect the main
circuit itself and excluding those portions which provide a means for mounting and operating
the poles together

3.2.7.1
protected pole
pole provided with an overcurrent release (see 3.3.6)

3.2.7.2
unprotected pole
pole without overcurrent release (see 3.3.6), but otherwise generally capable of the same
performance as a protected pole of the same circuit-breaker
NOTE 1 To ensure compliance with th is requ irement. the unprotected pole may be of the same cOMtruction as
the protected po le(s), or of a particu lar construction .

NOTE 2 If the short-c ircu it capacity of the unprotected pole is different from thet of the protected pole(s). this has
10 be indicated by the manufacturer.

3.2.7 .3
switched neutral pole
pole only intended to switch the neutral, and not Intended to have a short-circuit capac ity
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3.2.8
closed position
position in which the predetermined continuity of the main circuit of the circuit-breaker is
secured

3.2.9
open position
position in wh ich the predetermined clearance between open contacts in the main circuit of
the circuit-breaker is secured

3.2.10
air temperature

3.2.10.1
ambient air temperature
the temperature , determined under prescribed conditions, of the air surrounding the circu it
breaker (for an enclosed circu it-breaker, it is the air outside the enclosure)
[lEV 441-11-13, modified]

3.2.10.2
reference ambient air temperature
the amb ient air temperature on which the time-current characteristics are based

3.2.11
operation
transfer of the mov ing contact(s) from the open position to the closed pos ition or vice versa
NOTE If dist inction is necessary, an operation in tha electrical sense (meke or break) Is referred to as a
·switching operation· and an operation in the mechanic:al sense (close or open) is referred to .. a ·mechanical
operation·.

3.2.12
operating cycle
succession of operations from one pos ition to another and back to the first position

3.2.13
operation sequence (of a mechanical switching deVice)
a succession of spec ified operations with specified time intervals
[lEV 441-16-03]

3.2.14
uninterrupted duty
duty in wh ich the main contacts of a circuit-breaker remain closed wh ilst carrying a steady
current without interruption for long periods (which could be weeks, months, or even years)

3.3 Constructional elements

3.3.1
main contact
contact included in the main circuit of a etrcujt-breaker and intended to carry in the closed
position the current of the main cirCUit

3.3,2
arcing contact
contact on which the arc is intended to be established
NOTE An arcing contact may serve as a IYlIIln contact. It may also be a separate contact so designed that it
opens after and closes before another contact, which it is intended to protect from damage.

[lEV 441-15-08]
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3.3.3
control contact
contact included in a control circuit of a circuit-breaker and mechanically operated by the
circuit-breaker

3.3."
auxiliary contact
contact included in an auxiliary circuit and mechanically operated by the circuit-breaker (e.g.
for indicating the position of the contacts)

3.3.5
releaae
device, mechanically connected to (or integrated into) a circuit-breaker, which releases the
holding means and permits the automatic opening of the circuit-breaker

3.3.8
overcurrent releue
release which causes a circuit-breaker to open, with or without time-delay, when the current in
the release exceeds a pre-determined value
NOTE In some cases this value can depend upon the rate of rise of current.

3.3.7
Inverae tlme-delay overcurrent releaae
overcurrent release which operates after a time-delay inversely dependent upon the value of
the overcurrent
NOTE Such e relee.. may be designed so thet the time-deley approaches a definite minimum for high values of
overcurrent.

3.3.8
direct overcurrent releaae
overcurrent release directly energized by the current in the main circuit of a circuit-breaker

3.3.8
overload releaae
overcurrent release intended for protection against overloads

3.3.10
conductive part
part which is capable of conducting current although it may not necessarily be used for
carrying current in normal service

3.3.11
exposed conductive part
conductive part which can be readily tOUChed and which normally is not live, but which may
become live under fault conditions
NOTE Typlc:alexpoSed ~ncIuctlve parts ere _II. of metal enclosure., metal operating hendles, etc.

3.3.12
terminal
conductive part of a devic~, prOVided for re-usable electrical connection to external circuits

3.3.13
Icrew-type terminal
terrmnaf for the connection and SUbsequent disconnection of a conductor or the inter
connection of two or more conductors, capable of being dismantled, the connection being
made, directly or indirectly, by means of screws or nuts of any kind
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3.3.14
pillar terminal
screw-type terminal in which the conductor is inserted into a hole or cavity, where it is
clamped under the shank of the screw(s). The clamping pressure may be applied directly by
the shank of the screw or through an intermediate clamping element to which pressure is
applied by the shank of the screw
NOTE Examples of pillar terminels ere shown in ennex F. figure F.1.

3.3.15
screw terminal
screw-type terminal in which the conductor is clamped under the head of the screw. The
clamping pressure may be applied directly by the head of the screw or through an
intermediate part, such as a washer, a clamping plate or an anti-spread device
NOTE Examples of screw terminals are shown in ennex F. figure F.2.

3.3.16
stud terminal
screw-type terminal in which the conductor is clamped under a nut. The clamping pressure
may be applied directly by a suitably shaped nut or through an intermediate part, such 8S 8

washer, a clamping plate or an anti-spread device
NOTE Examples of stud terminals ere shown in annex F. figure F.2.

3.3.17
saddle terminal
screw-type terminal in which the conductor is clamped under 8 saddle by means of two or
more screws or nuts
NOTE Examples of seddle terminals ere shown In ennex F. figure F.3.

3.3.18
lug terminal
screw terminal or stud terminal, designed for clamping a cable lug or a bar by means of a
screw or nut
NOTE Example, of lug terminels are shown in ennex F. figure F.4.

3.3.19
screwless terminal
connecting terminal for the connection and subsequent disconnection of one conductor or the
interconnection of two or more conductors capable of being dismantled, the connection being
made, directly or indirectly, by means of springs, wedges, eccentrics or cones, etc., without
special preparation of the conductor other than removal of insulation

3.3.20
plug-In terminal
terminal the electrical connection and disconnection of which can be effected without
displacing the conductors of the corresponding circuit.
The connection is effected without the use of a tool and is provided by the resilience of the
fixed and/or moving parts and/or by springs

3.3.21
tapping screw
screw manufactured from a material having a greater resistance to deformation when applied
by rotary insertion to a hole in a material having a lesser resistance to deformation.
The screw is made with a tapered thread, the taper being applied to the core diameter of the
thread at the end section of the screw.
The thread produced by application of the screW is formed securely only after sufficient
revolutions have been made to exceed the number of threads on the tapered section
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3.3.22
thread-forming tapping screw
tapping screw having an uninterrupted thread. It is not a funct ion of this thread to remove
material from the hole

NOTE An example of thread-forming tapp ing screw is shown in figure 1.

3.3.23
thread-cutting tapping screw
tapping screw having an interrupted thread. The thread is intended to remove material from
the hole .

NOTE An example of thread-cutting tapp ing screw is shown in figure 2.

3.4 Conditions of operation

3.4.1
closing operation
operation by which the circu it-breaker is brought from the open position to the closed pos it ion

3.4.2
opening operation
operation by which the circuit-breaker is brought" from the closed position to the open position

3.4.3
dependent manual operation
an operation solely by means of directly applied manual energy, such that the speed and
force of the operation are dependent upon the action of the operator
[lEV 441-16-13]

3.4.4
Independent manual operation
a stored energy operation where the enemy originates from manual power, stored and
released in one continuous operation, such that the speed and force of the operation are
independent of the action of the operator
[lEV 441-16-16]

3.4.5
trip-free circuit-breaker
a circuit-breaker, the moving contacts of Which return to and remain in the open position when
the automatic opening operation is initiated after the initiation of the closing operation, even if
the closing command is maintained
NOTE To .nsur. proper br••king of the current Which may have b••n established. it may be necessary that the
contacts momentarily r.ach the closed position.

3.5 Characteristic quantities

Unless otherwise specified , all values ot current and voltage are r.rn.s. values .

3.5.1
rated value
stated value of anyone of the characteristic quantities that serve to define the working
cond itions for which the circu it-breaker is designed and built
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3.5.2
prospective current (of a elreult, and with respect to a clrcult.breaker)
current that would flow in the circuit if each pole of the circuit-breaker were replaced by a
conductor of negligible impedance
NOTE The prospective current may be qualified in tile same manner as an actual current, for example prospective
breaking current, prospective peak current.

[lEV 441-17-01, modified)

3.5.3
prospective peak current
the peak value of a prospective current dur ing the transient period following initiation
NOTE The definition assumes that the current is established by an id..1 circuit-breaker. that is. WIth
instantaneous trans ition from inf inite to ze ro impedance. For circuits where the current can follow .everal different
paths , for example polyphase circuits, it further assumes that the current is established simultaneously in all poles,
even if the current in only one pole is considered.

[lEV 441-17-02)

3.5.4
maximum prospective peak current (of an a.c. circuit]
the prospective peak current when the init iat ion of the current takes place at the instant which
leads to the highest possible va lue
NOTE For a multipole circuit-breaker in a polyphase circuit, the mnimum prospective peak current refers to a
single pole only.

[lEV 441-17-04)

3.5.5
short-circuit (making and breaking) capacity
alternating component of the prospective current, expressed by its r.m.s. value, wh ich the
circu it-breaker is designed to make, to carry for its opening time and to break under spec ified
conditions

3.5.5.1
ultimate short-circuit breaking capacity
the breaking capacity for which the prescribed cond itions according to a specified test
sequence do not include the capability of the circu it-breaker to carry 0,85 times its non
tripping current for the conventional time

3.5.5.2
service short-circuit breaking capacity
the breaking capacity for which the prescribed conditions according to a specified test
sequence include the capability of the circuit-breaker to carry 0,85 times its non-tripping
current for the conventional time

3.5.6
breaking current
current in a pole of a circuit-breaker at the instant of initiation of the arc during a breaking
operation

3.5.7
applied voltage
the voltage which exists across the terminals of a pole of a circuit-breaker just before the
making of the current
NOTE This definition refers to a single-pole device . For a multi pole dev ice the applied voltage is the voltage
across the supply terminals of the device .

9
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3.5.8
recovery voltage
the voltage which appears across the terminals of a pole of a circuit-breaker after the
breaking of the current
NOTE 1 This voltage may be considered as comprising two successive intervals of time, one during which a
transient voltage exists, follo_d by. second one during which po_r-frequency voltage alone exists .

NOTE 2 This definition refers to a single-pole device. For a multipole device the recovery voltage is the voltage
across the supply terminals of the device .

[lEV 441-17-25, modified]

3.5.8.1
transient recovery voltage
recovery voltage during the time in which it has a significant transient character
NOTE The transient voltage m8y be oscillatory or non-oscillatory or a combination of these, depending on the charac
ter istics of the circuit and of the circuit-breaker. It includes the voltage shift of the neutral of a polyphase circuit.

[lEV 441-17-26, modified]

3.5.8.2
power-frequency recovery voltage
recovery voltage after the transient voltage phenomena have subsided
[lEV 441-17-27]

3.5.9
opening time
time measured from the instant at which, the circuit-breaker being in the closed position , the
current in the main circuit reaches the operating value of the overcurrent release to the instant
when the arcing contacts have separated in all poles
NOTE The opening time is commonly referred to as tripping time, although, strictly speaking, tripping time applies
to the time be'-en the instant of initiation of the opening time and the instant at which the opening command
becomes irreversible.

3.5.10
arcing time

3.5.10.1
arcing time of a pole
interval of time between the instant of initiation of the arc in a pole and the instant of final arc
extinction in that pole
[lEV 441-17-37, modified

3.5.10.2
arcing time of a multipole clrcult-br.aker
interval of time between the instant of first initiation of an arc and the instant of final extinction
in all poles
[lEV 441-17-38]

3.5.11
break time
interval of time between the beginning of the opening time of a circuit-breaker and the end of
the arcing time

3.5.12
,

2 t (Joule Integral)
integral of the square of the current over a given time interval

/

/2, = r ;2 dt

/,

10
 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

3.5.13
1

2 t characteristic of a circuit-breaker
curve giv ing the max imum values of /2t as a function of the prospective current under stated
conditions of operation

3.5.14
co-ordination between OVercurrent protective device. In aerie.

3.5 .14.1
overcurrent protective co-ordination of overcurrent protective device.
co-ordination of two or more overcurrent protective devices in series to ensure overcurrent
discrimination (selectivity) andlor back-up protection
[IEC 60947-1 , defin ition 2.5 .22)

3.5.14.2
overcurrent discrimination
co-ordination of the operating characteristics of two or more overcurrent protective devices in
series such that, on the incidence of overcurrents within stated limits, the device intended to
operate within these limits does so, while the other(s) does (do) not
[lEV 441-17-15]

3.5.14.3
back-up protection
overcurrent co-ordination of two overcurrent protective devices in series, where the protective
device, generally but not necessarily on the supply side , effects the overcurrent protection
with or without the assistance of the other protective device and prevents excessive stress on
the latter
[IEC 60947-1, definition 2.5.24]

3.5.14.4
total discrimination (total selectivity)
overcurrent discrimination where , in the presence of two overcurrent protective devices in
series, the protective device on the load side effects the protection without causing the other
protective device to operate
[IEC 60947-2, definition 2.17 .2)

3.5.14.5
partial discrimination (partial selectivity)
overcurrent discrimination where, in the presence of two overcurrent protective devices 10

series, the protective dev ice on the load side effects the protection up to a given level of
overcurrent, without caus ing the other protective device to operate
[IEC 60947-2 , definition 2.17.3)

3.5.14.6
selectivity limit current
Is
current co-ordinate of the intersection between the total time-current characteristic of the
protective device on the load side and the pre-arcing (for fuses), or tripping (for circuit
breakers) time-current characteristic of the other protective device
The selectivity limit current (see figure D 1 of th is standard) is a limiting value of current
- below which, in the presence of two overcurrent protective devices in series, the protective

device on the load side completes its breaking operation In time to prevent the other
protective device from starting its operation (ie . selectivity is ensured);

11 
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_ above which, in the presence of two overcurrent protective devices in series, the protec
tive device on the load side may not complete its breaking operation in t ime to prevent the
other protective device from starting its operation (Le . selectivity is not ensured)

[IEC 60947-2, definition 2.17.4]

3.5.14.7
take-over current
Is
current co-ordinate of the intersect ion between the time-current characteristics of two
overcurrent protective devices
NOTE The hike-over current is the current co-ordinate of the intersection between the maximum break-time I
current characteristics of two overcurrent protective devices in series.

[lEV 441-17-16]

3.5.14.8
conditional short-circuit current (of a circuit or a switching device)
prospective current that a circuit or a switching device, protected by a specified short-circuit
protective device, can satisfactorily withstand for the total operating time of that device under
specified conditions of use and behaviour
NOTE 1 For the purpose of this standard, the short-circuit protective device is generally a circuit-breaker or a fuse .

NOTE 2 This definition differs from lEV 441-17-20 by broaden ing the concept of current limiting device into a
short-circuit protective device, the function of which is not only to limit the current.

[IEC 60947-1, definition 2.5 .29)

3.5.14.9
rated conditional short-cIrcuit current
Inc
value of prospective current, stated by the manufacturer, which the equipment, protected by a
short-circuit protective device specified by the manufacturer, can withstand satisfactorily for
the operat ing time of this device under the test conditions in the relevant product standard
usc 60947-1, definition 4.3.6.4]

3.5.15
conventional non-tripping current
Int
specified value of current which the circu it-breaker is capable of carrying for a specified time
(conventional time) without tripping

3.5.18
conventional tripping current

't
specified value of current Which causes the circu it-breaker to trip within a specified time
(conventional time)

3.5 .17
Instantaneous tripping current
minimum value of current causing the circuit-breaker to operate automatically without
intentional time-delay

12 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

3.6 Definitions related to insulation co-ordination

3.6.1
insulation co-ordination
mutual correlation of insulation characteristics of electrical equipment taking into account the
expected micro-environment and the influencing stresses
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.1)

3.6.2
working voltage
highest r.rn.s. value of the a.c. or d.c. voltage across any particular insulation which can occur
when the equipment is supplied at rated voltage
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.5)
NOTE 1 Transients are disregarded.

NOTE 2 Both open-circuit conditions and normal operating conditions are taken into account.

3.6.3
overvoltage
any voltage having a peak value exceeding the corresponding peak value of maximum
steady-state voltage at normal operating conditions
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.7)

3.6.4
impulse withstand voltage
highest peak value of impulse voltage of prescribed form and polarity, which does not cause
breakdown of the insulation under specific conditions
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.8.1)

3.6.5
overvoltage category
numeral defining a transient overvoltage condition
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.10)

3.6.6
macro-environment
environment of the room or other location, in which the equipment is installed or used
[IEC 60664-1, definition 13.12.1)

3.6.7
micro-environment
immediate environment of the insulation which particularly influences the dimensioning of the
creepage distances
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.12.2)

3.6.8
pollution
any addition of foreign matter, solid, liquid or gaseous that can result in a reduction of electric
strength or surface resistivity of the insulation
[IEC 60664-1, definition 1.3.11)

3.6.9
pollution degree
numeral characterising the expected pollution of the micro-environment
NOTE The pollution degree to which equipment is exposed may be different from that of the macro-environment
where the equipment is located because of protection offered by means such as an enclosure or internal heatIng to
prevent absorption or condensation of moisture.

[IEC 60664-1, definition 13.13)
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3.6 .10
isolation (isolating function)
fu nction intended to cut off the supply from the whole installation or a discrete section of it by
separating it from every source of electrical energy for reasons of safety
[IEC 60947-1, definition 2.1.19, modified]

3.6.11
isolating distance (of a pole of a mechanical switching device)
clearance between open contacts, meeting the safety requ irements specified for isolation
purposes
[lEV 441-17-35]

3.6.12
clearance
shortest distance in air between two conductive parts along a string stretched the shortest
way between these conductive parts (see annex B)
NOTE For the purpose of determining a clearance to accessible parts, the accessible surface of an insulat ing
enclosure is cons idered conductive as if it was covered by a metal fo il wherever it can be touched by a hand or a
standard test finger according to figure 9.

[lEV 441-17-31 , modified]

3.6.13
creepage distance
shortest distance along the surface of an insulating materia l between two conductive parts
(see annex B)
NOTE For the purpose of determining a creepage distance to accessible parts, the accessible surface of an
insulating enclosure is considered cond uct ive as if it was covered by a metal foil wherever it can be touched by a
hand or a standard test finger according to figure 9.

4 Classification

Circuit-breakers are classified according to s....sral criteria .

4.1 According to the number of poles :

- single-pole circuit-breakers ;

- two-pole-circuit-breakers with one protected pole;

- two -pole circuit-breakers with two protected poles;

- three-pole circuit-breakers with three protected poles;

- four-pole circuit-breakers with three protected poles;

- four-pole circuit-breakers with four protected poles.

NOTE The pole which is not a protected pole may be

- 'unprotected" (see 3.2.7 .2) , or

- ·switched neutrar (see 3 .2.7 .3).

4.2 According to the protection against external influences:

- enclosed-type (not requiring an appropriate enclosure);

- unenclosed-type (for use with an appropriate enclosure).
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4.3 According to the method of mounting:

surface-type;

- flush-type;

panel board type, also referred to as distribution board type.

NOTE These types may be intended to be rail mounted.

4.4 According to the methods of connection

4.4.1 According to the fixation system:

circuit-breakers, the electrical connections of which are not associated with the mecha
nical mounting;

- circuit-breakers, the electrical connections of which are associated with the mechanical
mounting.

NOTE Examples of this type are:

plug-in type;

bolt-on type;

screw-in type.

Some circuit-breakers may be of the plug-in type or bolt-on type on the line side only, the load terminals baing
usually suitable for wiring connection.

4.4.2 According to the type of terminals:

circuit-breakers with screw-type terminals for external copper conductors;

- circuit-breakers with screwless type terminals for external copper conductors;

NOTE 1 The requirements for circuit-breakers equipped with this type of terminals are given in annex J.

- circuit-breakers with flat quick-connect terminals for external copper conductors;

NOTE 2 The requirements for circuit-breakers equipped with this type 01terminals are given in annex K

- circuit-breakers with screw-type terminals for external aluminium conductors;

NOTE 3 The requirements for circuit·breakers equipped with this type of terminals are under considaration .

4.5 According to the instantaneous tripping current (see 3.5.17)

- B-type;

- C-type;

D-type.

NOTE The selection of a particular type may depend on the installation rules.

4.6 According to the 12t characteristic

In addition to the 12t characteristic provided by tha manufacturer, circuit-breakers may be
classified according to their 12 t characteristic.
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5 Characteristics of circuit-breakers

5.1 List of characteristics

The characteristics of a circuit-breaker shall be stated in the following terms:

number of poles (see 4.1) ;

- protection against external influences (see 4.2);

- method of mounting (see 4.3);

method of connection (see 4.4) :

- value of rated operational voltage (see 5.3 .1) ;

- value of rated current (see 5.3 .2);

- value of rated frequency (see 5.3.3);

range of instantaneous tripping current (see 4.5 and 5.3 .5) ;

- value of rated short-circuit capacity (see 5.3.4);

- /2t characteristic (see 3.5.13);

/2t classification (see 4.6) .

5.2 Rated quantities

5.2.1 Rated voltages

5.2.1.1 Rated operational voltage (Ue )

The rated operational voltage (hereinafter referred to as rated voltage) of a circuit-breaker
is the value of voltage , assigned by the manufacturer, to which its performance (particularly
the short-circuit performance) is referred.

NOTE The same circuit-breaker may be assigned a number of rated voltages and associated rated short-circuit
capac ities .

5.2.1.2 Rated insulation voltage (U j )

The rated insulation voltage of a circuit-breaker is the value of voltage, ass igned by the
manufacturer, to which dielectric test voltages and creepage distances are referred .

Unless otherwise stated, the rated insulation voltage is the value of the maximum rated
voltage of the circuit-breaker . In no case shall the maximum rated voltage exceed the rated
insulation voltage.

5.2.1.3 Rated impUlse withstand voltage (Uimp)

The rated impulse withstand voltage of a circuit-breaker shall be equal to or higher than the
standard values of rated impulse withstand voltage given in table 3.

5.2.2 Rated current (In)

A current assigned by the manufacturer as the current which the circuit-breaker is designed to
carry in uninterrupted duty (see 3.2.14), at a specified reference ambient air temperature .

The standard reference ambient air temperature is 30 ·C . If a different reference ambient air
temperature for the circuit-breaker is used, the effect on the overload protection of cables
shall be taken into account, since this is also based on a reference ambient air temperature of
30 'C according to installation rules .

NOTE The reference ambient air temperature for the overload protection of cables has been fixed at 25 ·C
according to IEC 60364.
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5.2.3 Rated frequency

The rated frequency of a circuit-breaker is the power frequency for which the Circuit-breaker IS

designed and to which the values of the other characteristics correspond

The same circuit-breaker may be assigned a number of rated frequencies

5.2.4 Rated short-circuit capacity (len)

The rated short-circuit capacity of a circuit-breaker is the value of the ultimate short-Circuit
breaking capacity (see 3.5.5.1) assigned to that circuit-breaker by the manufacturer

NOTE A circuit-breaker having a given rated short-circuit capacity has a corresponding service sbort-circun
capacity (Ies) (see table 18).

5.3 Standard and preferred values

5.3.1 Preferred values of rated voltage

Preferred values of rated voltage are given in table 1.

Table 1 - Preferred values of rated voltage

Rated voltage of Rated voltage of
circuit-br.akera for circult-br.akers for

Circuit-breakers Circuit supplying the circuit·breaker use in systems 230 V, use in systems
230/400 V, 400 V 1201240V, 240 V

V V

Single phase 230
(phase to neutral or phase to phase)

Three-phase-4-wire 230

Single phase 120
Single pole (phase to earthed middle conductor, or

phase to neutral)

Single phase (phase to neutral) 2301400
or
three-phase, using three single-pole
circuit-breakers (3-wire or 4-wire)

Single phase (phase to neutral or phase 230
to phase)

Two-pole Single phase (phase to phase) 400 240

Single phase (phase to phase, 3-wire) 120/240

Three phase (4-wire) 230

Three-pole Three phase (3-wire or 4-wire) 400 240

Four-pole Three phase (4·wire) 400

NOTE 1 In lEe 60038 the network voltage value of 230/400 V has been standardized. This value should
progressively supersede the values of 220/380V and 240/415 V.

NOTE 2 Wherever in this standard there is a reference to 230 V or 400 V, they may be read as 220 V or 240 V,
380 V or 415 V, respectively.

NOTE 3 Wherever in this standard there is a reference to 120 V or 1201240 V, they may be read as 100 V or
100/200 V, respectively.

5.3.2 Preferred values of rated current

Preferred values of rated current are:

6 A, 8 A, 10 A, 13 A, 16 A, 20 A, 25 A, 32 A, 40 A, 50 A, 63 A, 80 A, 100 A and 125 A.
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5.3.3 Standard values of rated frequency

Standard values of rated frequency are 50 Hz and 60 Hz.

5.3.4 Standard values of rated short-circuit capacity

5.3.4,1 Standard values up to and including 10000 A

Standard values of rated short-circuit capacities up to and including 10000 A are:

1 500 A, 3000 A, 4 500 A, 6 000 A, 10 000 A.

NOTE The values of 1 000 A, 2000 A, 2 SOD A , 5 000 A, 7 500 A and 9 000 A are also considered as standard in
some countries.

The corresponding power factor ranges are given in 9.12 .5.

5.3.4.2 Values above 10000 A up to and inclUding 25000 A

For values above 10 000 A up to and including 25 000 A the preferred value is 20 000 A.

The corresponding power factor range is given in 9.12 .5.

5.3.5 Standard ranges of instantaneous tripping

Standard ranges of instantaneous tripping are given in table 2.

Table 2 - Ranges of instantaneous tripping

Type Range

e Above 3 In up to and including 5 In

C Above 5 In up to and including 10 In

0 Above 10 In up to and including 20 In a

a For special cases values up to 50 In may also be used.

5.3.8 Standard values of rated impulse withstand voltage (Uimp)

Table 3 gives the standard values of rated impulse withstand voltages as a funct ion of the
nominal voltage of the installation.

Table 3 - Rated Impulse withstand voltage as a function
of the nominal voltage of the installation

Ralted impul..
Nominal voltage of the instanation

withstand voitage U- Three-phas. systems Single-pha.. system
with mid-polnt earthed

kV V
V

2,5 a 1201240 b

4 01 230/400, 2501440 120/240,240 e

NOTE 1 For test voltages to check the insulation, see table 14.

NOTE 2 For test vollages to check the isolation distance across open contacts, see table 13.

a The va lues 3 kV and 5 kV respectively are used for verifying the isolating distances across open contacts at the
altitude of 2 000 m (see lables 4 and 13).

b For installati on practice in Japan .

c For installation practice in North American countries .
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6 Marking and other product information

Each circuit-breaker shall be marked in a durable manner with the following

a) manufacturer's name or trade mark;

b) type des ignation, catalogue number or serial number;
c) rated voltage(s);

d) rated current without symbol "A", preceded by the symbol of instantaneous tripp ing (B , C
or 0), for example B 16 ;

e) rated frequency if the circu it-breaker is designed only for one frequency (see 5 33),
f) rated short-circuit capacity, in amperes ;

g) wir ing diagram, unless the correct mode of connect ion is ev ident ;
h) reference ambient air temperature , if different from 30 ·C ;
i) degree of protection (only if different from IP20);
j) for type 0 circuit-breakers : the maximum instantaneous tripp ing current, if higher than

20 In (see table 2);
k) rated impulse withstand voltage Uimp if it is 2,5 kV.

Mark ing d) shall be readily v is ible when the circuit-breaker is installed . If, for small devices,
the ava ilable space is insufficient , markings a) , b) , c) , e), f) , h), i) and j) may be put on the
side or on the back of the circuit-breaker. Marking g) may be on the inside of any cover which
has to be removed in order to connect the supply wires but shall not be on a label loosely
attached to the circuit-breaker. Any other informat ion not marked shall be given in the
manufacturer's documentation .

The sUitability for isolati on, which is provided by all circuit-breakers of th is standard , may be

indi cated by the symbol --------- I- on the device . When affixed, th is marking may be included
in a wiring diagram, where it may be combined with symbols of other funct ions , e.g overload
protection, or other symbols of techn ical committee 3 of IEC 1. When the symbol IS used on ItS
own (Le. not in a wiring diagram), comb inat ion with symbols of other funct ions is not allowed .

NOTE 1 In the following countries : OK, FI, NO, SE and ZA the marking of the symbol on the circuit-breaker IS
mandatory to indicate that the device provides isolation for the installation downstream. In these countries It IS

required that the symbol be clearly and unmistakably visible when the cirCUit-breaker is installed as ,n service and
the actuator is accessible .
NOTE 2 In Australia this marking on the circuit-breaker is mandatory but is not required to be VISible after
instalIalion.

If a degree of protection higher than IP20 according to IEC 60529 is marked on the device . It
shall comply with it , whichever the method of installation . If the higher degree of protection IS
obta ined only by a specific method of installation and/or w ith the use of specific accessories
(e .g . terminal covers, enclosures , etc .), this shall be specified in the manufacturer's literature .

The manufacturer shall make available, on request, the 12t characterist ic (see 3513)

The manufacturer may ind icate the 12t class ification (see 4.6) and mark the circuit-breakers
accordingly.

For circuit-breakers other than those operated by means of push -buttons the open pos ition
shall be indicated by the symbol 0 (a circle) and the closed pos ition by the symbol I (a sho rt
vertical straight line). Additional national symbols for th is indication are allowed. Provisionally
the use of th is national indi cation alone is allowed . These ind icat ions shall be read ily vis ible
when the circuit-breaker is installed.

For circuit-breakers operated by means of two push-buttons, only the push-button des igned
for the opening operation sha ll be red and/or be marked with the symbol O.

Red shall not be used for any other push -button of the circu it-breaker

1 lEe technical committee 3: Documentalion and graphical symbols

19

 



IS/IEC 60898-1 : 2002

If a push-button is used for closing the contacts and is clearly identified as such , its
depressed position is sufficient to indicate the closed position .

If a single push-button is used for closing and opening the contacts and is identified as such ,
the button remaining in its depressed position is sufficient to indicate the closed position . On
the other hand, if the button does not remain depressed, an additional means indicating the
position of the contacts shall be provided.

For circuit-breakers with multiple current ratings, the maximum value shall be marked in
accordance with marking d), and in addition the value for which the circuit-breaker is adjusted
shall be indicated without ambiguity.

If it is necessary to distinguish between the supply and the load terminals, the former shall be
indicated by arrows pointing towards the circuit-breaker and the latter by arrows pointing
away from the circuit-breaker.

Terminals intended exclusively for the neutral shall be indicated by the letter N.

Terminals intended for the protective conductor, if any, shall be indicated by the symbol
(I) (IEC 60417-5019).

NOTE 3 The symbol ..L.. (IEC 60417-5017). previously recommended, will be progressively superseded by the
preferred symbollEC 60417·5019 given above.

Marking shall be indelible and eas ily legible, and shall not be placed on screws, washers or
other removable parts .

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the test of 9.3.

7 Standard conditions for operation in service

Circuit-breakers complying with this standard shall be capable of operating under the
following standard conditions .

7.1 Ambient air temperature range

The ambient air temperature does not exceed +40 'C and its ave rage over a period of 24 h
does not exceed +35 'C.

The lower limit of the ambient air temperature is -5 'C.

Circuit-breakers intended to be used in ambient air temperatures above +40 'C (particularly in
tropical countries) or below -5 'C shall either be specially des igned or be used according to
the information given in the manufacturer's catalogue.

7.2 Altitude

In general the altitude of the site of installation does not exceed 2 000 m (6 600 tt).

For installations at higher altitudes, it is necessary to take into account the reduction of the
dielectric strength and of the cooling effect of the air . Circuit-breakers intended to be so used
shall be designed specially or used according to an agreement between manufacturer and
user . Information given in the manufacturer's catalogue may take the place of such an
agreement

7.3 Atmospheric conditions

The air is clean and its relative humidity does not exceed 50 % at a max imum temperature of
+40 ' C

Higher relative humid ities may be perm itted at lower tempera tures , for example 90 % at
+20 °C
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Care should be. taken by appropriate means (for example drain holes) of moderate
condensation which may occasionally occur due to variations in temperature.

7.4 Conditions of install at ion

The circu it-breaker shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions .

7.5 Pollution degree

Circuit-breakers to this standard are intended for environment with pollution degree 2, i.e
normally only non-conductive pollution occurs; occasionally, however, a temporary
conductivity caused by condensation may be expected .

8 Requirements for construction and operation

8.1 Mechanical design

8.1.1 General

Circu it-breakers shall be so designed and constructed that, in normal use, their perfo rmance
is rel iable and without danger to the user or surroundings .

In general, compliance is checked by carrying out a/l the relevant tests spec ified .

8.1.2 Mechanism

The moving contacts of all poles of mult ipole circu it-breakers shall be so mechanically
coupled that all poles, except the switched neutral, if any, make and break SUbstantially
together, whether operated manually or automatically, even if an overload occurs on one
protected pole only .

The switched neutral pole (see 3.2.7.3) of four-pole circuit-breakers shall not close after and
shall not open before the protected poles .

compuenc» is t;hecked by inspection and by manual test. using any appropriate means (e.g.
indicator lights , oscilloscope, etc.) .

If a pole having an appropriate short-circuit making and breaking capacity is used as a neutral
pole and the circuit-breaker has an independent manual operation (see 3.4.4) , then all poles ,
including the neutral pole, may operate substantially together.

Circu it-breakers shall have a trip-free mechanism.

It shall be poss ible to switch the circuit-breaker on and off by hand . For plug-in type circuit
breakers without operating handle, this requirement is not considered met by the fact that the
circuit-breaker can be removed from its base.

Circuit-breakers shall be so constructed that the moving contacts can come to rest only in the
closed position (see 3.2.8) or in the open position (see 3.2.9), even when the operating
means is released in an intermediate position.

Circuit-breakers shall provide in the open position (see 3.2.9) an isolation distance in
accordance with the requirements necessary to satisfy the isolating function (see 8.3) .
Indication of the open and closed position of the main contacts shall be prov ided by one or
both of the following means :

the position of the actuator (Uris being preferred), or

a separate mechanical indicator.
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If a separate mechanical indicator is used to indicate the position of the main contacts, this
shall show the colour red for the closed position (ON) and the colour green for the open
position (OFF) .

The means of indication of the contact position shall be reliable.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of 9.10.2.

Circuit-breakers shall be designed so that the actuator, front plate or cover can only be
correctly fitted in a manner which ensures correct indication of the contact position.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of 9.12.12. 1 and 9.12.12.2.

Where the operating means is used to indicate the position of the contacts, the operating
means, when released, shall automatically take up the position corresponding to that of the
moving contact(s); in this case, the operating means shall have two distinct rest positions
corresponding to the position of the contacts but, for automatic opening, a third distinct
position of the operating means may be provided.

The action of the mechanism shall not be influenced by the position of enclosures or covers
and shall be independent of any removable part.

A cover sealed in position by the manufacturer is considered to be a non-removable part .

If the cover is used as a gUiding means for push-buttons. it shall not be possible to remove
the buttons from the outside of the circuit-breaker.

Operating means shall be securely fixed on their shafts and it shall not be possible to remove
them without the aid of a tool. Operating means directly fixed to covers are allowed.

If the operating means has an "up-down" mcvc-nent, when the circuit-breaker is mounted as
in normal use, the contacts shall be closed by the up movement.

NOTE 1 Provisionally in certain countries down-closing movement is aUo_d.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by manual test .

When means are provided or specified by the manufacturer to lock the operating means in the
open position , locking in that position shall only be possible when the main contacts are in the
open position .

NOTE 2 locking of the operating mean. in the closed position is permitted for perticular applications.

Comp/iance is checked by inspection, taking into account th" instructions of the manufacturer.

8.1.3 CI.arance. and creepage dl.tance. (aee annex B)

The minimum reqUired clearances and creepage distances are given in table 4 which is based
on the circuit-breaker being designed for operating in an environment with degree of
pollution 2. However, the clearances of items 2, 4 and 5 may be reduced provided that the
tests at rated impulse voltage are withstood.

The insulating materials are classified into material groups on the basis of their comparative
tracking index (CTI) according to 2.7.1.1 and 2.7.1.3 of IEC 60664-1 .
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Table 4 - Minimum clearance. and creepage dl.tance.

Minimum cr..pag. di.tanc•••, r

Min imum clearanc•• nvn

mm Group ilia ' Group II Group I
(175 V $ C]' < 400 V) (.00 V $ CTI < 100 V) • (100 V $ CTI ) •

Reted volteg.
V

Wortllng voltag••
U,..

V
2,5 kV • kV • kV

Oescrip l ion 1201240 1201240 2301400 >25 120 250 400 >25 120 250 400 >25 120 250 . 00

120 240 230
S50 ' S50 S50 '

400

1. ,*-n I... perts 2,0 4,0 4,0 1,2 2,0 4,0 4,0 0,9 2,0 4,0 4,0 0,6 2.0 4.0 4,0
which are sepera18d
when 1he main contacts
... in the open position •

2. ,*-n I... pertsof 1,5 3,0 3,0 1,2 1,5 3,0 4,0 0,9 1,5 3.0 3,0 O,S 1.5 3,0 3.0
<iferenl poIarty•

3. ,*-n circui15 3,0 6,0 8,0 3,0 S,O 8,0 3.0 6.0 S,O 3,0 6.0 8.0
suPl*ad from <if«en!
sources, one of which
baingPELV or SElV •

Reted volteg.
V

120/240 2301400 120 1240 2301400 120 1240 2301400

4. between live perts 1,5 3,0 3.0 1,5 4,0 1,5 3.0 1.5 3.0
and

- accessible surfaces
of operaling me.ns

- screws or othe r
me.ns for fixing
cover s which have to
be removed when
mounting the circu it-
breaker

- surface on which the
ein:u~-bnlak.. is
mounted •

- screws or othe r
means for fixin~ the
circ ult ~ br. lke r

- meta l cov ers or
boxes·

- other accessib le
metal parts e

- mete. fra mas
supporting flush -type
circuit-breakers

5. betwe en meta l
pert. of the
mechen ism and

- access ib le metal
perts '

- screws or other
means fo r fixing Ihe
circu il ·b reaker

- mela l frames
supporting f1ush-l ype
circu lI breakers
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NOTE 1 The valun given for 400 V are also valid for 440 V.

NOTE 2 Tha parts of the nautral path . if any, are con9idered to be live parts .

NOTE 3 Dimansioning rules for solid insulation ara under consideration.

NOTE 4 Care should be takan to provide adequate clearances and creepage distances between live parts of different polar ity of
circuit-breakers, e.g. of the plug-in type mounted close to one another.

a For auxiliary and control contacts the values are gilllln in the relevant standard .

b Tha values ara doubled if clearances and creepage distances between live parts of the deVIce and the metallIC screen or the
surface on Which the circult-breeker is mounted are not dependent on the desig n of the circuit -brea ker only . so that they can be
reducad when the circu it-breaker is mounted in the most unfavourable condi tion .

le Including a melal foil in contact with the surfaces of inSUlati ng mate rial which are accessible after insta llation for normal use.
The foil is pushed into corners , grooves, etc., by means 01 a straight unjointed test linger according to 9.6 (see ligure 9) .

d Sea IEC 60112.

• Intarpolation is allo_ in determining creepage distances corresponding to voltage values intermediate to those listed as
working vollage . For determination of creepage distances see annex B.

Creepage distances cannot be less than the associated clearances.

g To caver all different voltages including ELV in an auxiliary contact.

h For material group Ilib (100 V S Cli < 175 V) the values for mater ial group ilia mUltipl ied by 1,6 apply .

i For working vollagas up to and includ ing 25 V reference may be made to IEC 60664-1 .

8.1 .4 Screws, current-carrying parts and connections

8.1.4.1 Connections, whether electrical or mechanical , shall withstand the mechanical
stresses occurring in normal use.

Screws operated when mounting the circuit-breaker during installation shall not be of the
thread-cutting type .
NOTE 1 Screws (or nuts) which are operated when mounting the circuit-breaker incl ude screws fo r fixing covers
or cover-plates. but not connecting means for scre_d conduits and for fixing the base of a circuit-breaker.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the test of 9.4.
NOTE 2 Scr_d connections are considered as checked by the tests of 9 .8. 9.9, 9 .12. 9 .13 and 9 .14 .

8.1.4.2 For screws in engagement with a thread of inSUlating material and which are
operated when mounting the clrcult-breake. /jur ing installation, correct introduction of the
screw into the screw hole or nut shall be ensured.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by manual test.
NOTE The requirement with regard to correct introduction is met, if introduction of the screw in a slanting manner
Is prevented. for example by guiding the screw by the part to be fixed by a recess in the female thread, or by the
us. of a screw with the "ading thread removed.

8.1.4.3 Electrical connections shall be so designed that contact pressure is not transmitted
through insulating material other than ceramic, pure mica or other material with character
istics no less suitable, unless there is sufficient resilience in the metallic parts to compensate
for any possible shrinkage or yielding of the insulating material.

Compliance is checked by inspection ,

NOTE The SUitability of the material is considered in respect of the stability of the dimensions.

8.1.4.4 Current-carrying parts and connections including parts intended for protective
conductors . if any . shall be of

copper;

an alloy containing at least 58 % copper for parts worked cold, or at least 50 % copper for
other parts ;

other metal or suitably coated metal, no less resistant to corrosion than copper and having
mechan ical properties no less suitable.

NOTE New requirements and appropriate tests for determining the resistance to corrosion are under
cons ideralion . These requirements should permit other materials to be used if suitably coated .
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The requ irements of this subclause do not apply to contacts, magnetic circuits . heater
elements. bimetals, current-lim iting materials, shunts, parts of electronic devices nor to
screws , nuts , washers , clamping plates and similar parts of terminals .

8.1.5 Terminals for external conductors

8.1 .5 .1 Terminals for external conductors shall be such that the conductors may be
connected so as to ensure that the necessary contact pressure is mainta ined permanently .

Connection arrangements intended for busbar connection are admissible. provided they are
not used for the connection of cables.

Such arrangements may be either of the plug -in or of the bolt-on type .

The terminals shall be readily accessible under the intended conditions of use .

Compliance is checked by inspection, by the tests of 9.5 for screw-type terminals, by specific
tests for plug-in or bolt-on circuit-breakers included in the standard, or by the tests of annex J
or K, as relevant for the type of connection.

8.1.5.2 Circu it-breakers shall be provided with terminals which shall allow the connection of
copper conductors haVing nom inal cross -sectional areas as shown in table 5.

NOTE 1 Examples of poss ible designs of screw-type terminals are giv.n in annex F.

Compliance is checked by inspection, by measurement and by fitting in turn one conductor of
the smallest and one of the largest cross-sectional area as specified.

Table 5 - Connectable cross-sections of copper conductors for screw-type terminals

Rated current • Range 0' nominal cro..•••ction.
to be clamped

A mm 2

Up to and including 13 lto 2.5
-

above 13 up 10 and including 16 1to.

above 16 up to and including 25 1.5to 6

above 25 up to and including 32 2.5 to 10

above 32 up to and including 50 .to 16

above 50 up to and including 80 10 to 25

above 80 up to and including 100 16to 35

above 100 up to and including 125 25to 50

• It is 'requir. d that. 'o r current ratings up to and including 50 A• .t.rminal. be de~igned to clamp solid
conductors as well as rigid stranded conductors ; the use 0' flexible conductors 15 permitt.d.

Nevertheless, it is p.rmitted that terminals 'or conductors having cross-sections 'rom 1 mm 2 up to
6 mm2 be design.d to clamp solid conductors only,

NOTE 2 For AWG copper conductors s.e annex G.
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8.1.5.3 The means for clamping the conductors in the terminals shall not serve to fix any
other component, although they may hold the terminals in place or prevent them from turning.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of 9.5.

8.1.5.4 Terminals for rated currents up to and including 32 A shall allow the conductors to be
connected without special preparation.

Compliance is checked by inspection .

NOTE The term "special preparation" covers soldering of the wire of the conductor, use of cable lugs, formation of
eyelets, etc ., but not the reshaping of the conductor before its introduction Into the terminal or the twisting of a
flexible conductor to consolidate the end .

8.1.5.5 Terminals shall have adequate mechanical strength. Screws and nuts for clamping
the conductors shall have a metric ISO thread or a thread comparable in pitch and mechanical
strength .

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of 9.4 and 9.5.1.

NOTE Provisionally, SI, BA and UN threads may be used as they are Virtually equivalent in pitch and mechanical
strength to metric ISO threads.

8.1.5.6 Terminals shall be so designed that they clamp the conductor without undue damage
to the conductor.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the test of 9.5.2.

8.1.5.7 Terminals shall be so designed that they clamp the conductor reliably and between
metal surfaces.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of 9.4 and 9.5.1.

8.1.5.8 Terminals shall be so designed or positioned that neither a rigid solid conductor nor
a wire of a stranded conductor can slip out while the clamping screws or nuts are tightened.

This requirement does not apply to lug terminals .

Compliance is checked by the test of 9.5.3.

8.1.5.9 Terminals shall be so fixed or located that, when the clamping screws or nuts are
tightened or lOOsened, the terminals shall not work loose from their fixings to circuit-breakers.

NOTE 1 These requirements do not imply that the terminals shall be so designed that their rotation or dis·
placement is prevented, but any movement must be sufficiently limited 50 as to prevent non-compliance With the
requirements of th is standard.

NOTE 2 The use of sealing compound or resin is considered to be Sufficient for preventing a terminal from
working loosa , provided that

- tha sealing compound or resin Is not subject to stress dUring normal use, and

- tha effectiveness of the sealing compound or resin is not impaired by temperatures attained by the terminal
under the most unfavourable conditions SpeCif18d in this standard.

Compliance is checked by inspection. by measurement and by the test of 9.4.
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8.1.5.10 Clamp ing screws or nuts of terminals Intended for the connection of protective
conductors shall be adequately secured against accidental loosening.

Compliance is checked by manual test .

NOTE In general , the des igns of termina ls (examples of wh ich are shown in annex F) provide sufficient rUlloence
to comply with th is requirement ; for other des igns, special prov isions , such as the use of an adequate ly resilient
part which is not likely to be removed inadvertently, may be necess-ry.

8.1.5.11 Pillar terminals shall allow fUll insertion and reliable clamping of the conductor

Compliance is checked by inspection after a solid conductor of the lergest cross-sectional
area specified for the relevant rated current in table 5 has been fUlly inserted and fUlly
clamped by applying the torques according to table 10.

8.1.5.12 Screws and nuts of terminals intended for the connection of external conductors
shall be in engagement with a metal thread and the screws shall not be of the tapping screw
type .

8.1.6 Non-interchangeability

For circuit-breakers intended to be mounted on bases forming a unit therewith (plug-in type or
screw-in type) it shall not be possible, without the aid of a tool, to replace a circuit-breaker
when mounted and wired as for normal use by another of the same make hav ing a higher
rated current.

Compliance is checked by inspection.

NOTE The expression "as for normal use" implies that the circuit·breaker is installed according to the
manufacturer's i nst ructi ons .

8.1.7 Mechanical mounting of plug-in type circuit-breakers

The mechanica l mounting of plug-in type circuit-breakers, the holding in position of which
does not depend solely on their plug-in connection(s), shall be reliable and have adequate
stability .

Plug-in type circuit-breakers, the holding in position of which does not
depend solely on their plug-in connection(s)

Compliance of the mechanical mounting is checked by the relevant tests of 9. 13

8.1.7.2 Plug-in type circuit-breakers, the holding in position of which depends solely
on their plug-In connection(s)

Compliance of the mechanical mounting is checked by the relevant tests of 9.13

8.2 Protection against electric shock

Circuit-breakers shall be so designed that, when they are mounted and wired as for normal
Use (see note to 8.1.6), live parts are not access ible.

A part is considered to be "accessible" if it can be touched by the test finger (see 9.6) .
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For circuit-breakers other than those of the plug-in type, external parts, other than screws or
other means for fixing covers and labels, which are accessible when the circuit-breakers are
mounted and wired as for normal use, shall either be of insulating material or be lined
throughout with insulating material, unless the live parts are within an internal enclosure of
insulating material.

Linings shall be fixed in such a way that they are not likely to be lost during installation of the
circuit-breakers. They shall have adequate thickness and mechanical strength and shall
provide adequate protection at places where sharp edges occur.

Inlet openings for cables or conduits shall either be of insulating material or be provided with
bushings or similar devices of insulating material. Such devices shall be reliably fixed and
shall have adequate mechanical strength.

For plug-in circuit-breakers, external parts other than screws or other means for fixing covers,
which are accessible in normal conditions of use, shall be of insulating material. .

Metallic operating means shall be insulated from live parts and their exposed conductive parts
shall be covered by insulating material. This requirement does not apply to means for
coupling insulated operating means of several poles. Metal parts of the mechanism shall not
be accessible. In addition, they shall be insulated from accessible metal parts, from metal
frames supporting the base of flush-type circuit-breakers, from screws or other means for
fixing the base to its support and from a metal plate, if any, used as support.

It shall be possible to replace plug-in circuit-breakers easily without touching live parts .

Lacquer or enamel are not considered to provide adequate insulation for the purpose of this
subclause .

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the test of 9.6.

8.3 Dielectric properties and Isolating capability

Circuit-breakers shall have adequate dielectric properties and shall ensure isolation.

8.3.1 Dielectric strength at power frequency

Circuit-breakers shall have adequate dielectric properties at power frequency.

Compliance is checked by the tests of 9.7.1, 9.7.2 and 9.7.3 on the circuit-breaker in new
condition .

Moreover, after the endurance tests of 9.11 and after the short-circuit tests of 9.12, the
circuit-breakers shall withstand the test of 9.7.3 but at the reduced test voltage specified in
9.11.3 and 9.12.12.2 respectively and without the previous humidity treatment of 9.7.1.

8.3.2 Isolating capability

Circuit-breakers shall be suitable for isolation.

Compliance is checked by the verification of compliance With the minimum clearances and
creepage distances of item 1 of table 4 and by the tests of 9.7.6.1 and 9.7.6 .3.
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8.3.3 Dielectric strength at rated Impulse withstand voltage (Uimp)

Circuit-breakers shall adequately withstand impulse voltages.

Compliance is checked by the tests of 9. 7.6 .2 .

8.4 Temperature-rise

8.4.1 Temperature-rise limits

The temperature rises of the parts of a circuit-breaker spec ified in table 6, measured under
the conditions specified in 9.8 .2, sha ll not exceed the limiting values stated in that table

The circuit-breaker shall not suffer damage impairing its functions and its safe use.

Table 6 - Temperature-rise values

Parts a b
Temperature-rise

K

Terminals for external connections e 60

External parts liable to be touched dur ing manual operation of the circuit-breaker , including 40
operating means of insulating material and metallic means for coupling insulated operating
means of several poles

External metallic parts or operating means 25

Other external parts, including that race of the circuit-breaker in direct contact with the 60
mounting surface

• No value is specified for the contacts , since the design or most circuit-breakers is such thet a direct measure -
ment or the temperature or those parts cannot be made without the risk of causing alterations or displacements
of parts likely to affect the reproducibility or the tests . The 28-day test (see 9.9) is considered to be sufficIent for
checking indirectly the behaviour of the contacts with respect to undue overheating in service .

b No value is speciried for parts other than those listed, but no damage Shall be caused to adjacent parts of
insulating materials, and the operation of the circuit-breaker shall not be impaired .

e For plug·in type circuit-breakers, the terminals of the base on wh ich they are instaUed.

8.4.2 Ambient air temperature

The temperature-rise limits given in table 6 are applicable only if the ambient air temperatures
remain between the lim its given in 7.1 .

8.5 Uninterrupted duty

Circuit-breakers shall operate reliably even after long service.

Compliance is checked by the test of 9.9.

8.6 Automatic operation

8.6.1 Standard time-current zone

The tr ipp ing characteristic of ctrcurt-breakers shall be such that they ensure adequate
protection of the circuit, without premature operation.

The zone of the time-current characteristic (tripping characteristic) of a circuit-breaker is
defined by the conditions and the values stated in table 7.

29
 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

This table refers to a circuit-breaker mounted in accordance with the reference cond itions
(see 9.2) operating at the reference calibration temperature of 30 "C, with a tolerance

of +5 oC .
o

Compliance is checked by the tests specified in 9.10.

The test may be made at any convenient temperature. the results being referred to 30 ·C.
using the information given by the manufacturer.

In any case the variation from the test current of table 7 shall not exceed 1,2 0/01 per K of
calibration temperature variation.

If the circuit-breakers are marked for a calibration temperature different from 30 ·C, they are
tested for that different temperature.

The manufacturer shall be prepared to give information on the variation of the tripping
characteristic for calibration temperatures differing from the reference value .

Table 7 - Time-current operating characteristics

Test Type Test Initial condition Limits of tripping or Result to be Remarks
current non-tripping time obtained

a B.C.O 1.13 I. Cold' / ~ 1 h (fo r I. s 63 A) No tripping

/s 2 h (fo r I. > 63 A)

b B.C.O 1.45 I. Immediately / < 1 h (for I. S. 63 A) Tripping Current steadily
following test a

t < 2 h (for I. > 63 A)
increased within 5 s

c B.C.O 2.55 I. Cold' ls</<60s Tripping
(for I. S. 32 A)

1 s ... < 120 s
(for I. > ;,2 A)

d B 3 I. Cold' /S 0.1 s No tripping Current established by

C 5 I.
closing an auxilia ry
switch

0 10 I.

• B 5 I. Cold' t < 0,1 s Tripping Current established by

C 10/.
closing an auxilia ry
switch

0 20/. •

NOTE An addit ional teat , Intermediate between c and d. is under consideration for circuit·breakers of type D.

• Th. t.rm ·cold" means without previous loadi ng, at the reference calibration temperature .

b 50 In for special cas.s.

8.6.2 Conventional quantities

8.6.2.1 Conventional time

The conventional time is 1 h for circuit-breakers of rated current up to and including 63 A
and 2 h for circuit-breakers of rated current above 63 A. .
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8.8.2.2 Conventional non-tripping current (Int)

The conventional non-tripping current of a circuit-breaker is 1,13 times its rated current.

8.8.2.3 Conventional tripping current (It)

The conventional tripping current of a circuit-breaker is 1,45 times its rated current.

8.8.3 Tripping characteristic

The tr ipping characterist ic of circu it-breakers shall be conta ined within the zone def ined
in 8.6 .1.

NOTE 1 Conditions of temperature and mount ing different from those specified in 9.2 (e.g. mounting in a special
enclosure, grouping of several circuit·breakers in the seme enclosure) mey affect tile tripping characteristic of
circuit-breakers.

NOTE 2 The menufacturer should be prepared to give informetion on the variation of the tripping characteristic for
ambient temperatures differing from the reference value. within the limits of 7.1 .

8.8.3.1 Effect of single-pole loading of multipole circuit-breakers on the tripping
characteristic

When circuit-breakers haVing more than one protected pole are loaded on only one of the
protected poles , starting from cold, with a current equal to

1,1 times the conventional tripping current, for two-pole circu it-breakers with two protected
poles ,

1,2 times the conventional tripping current, for three-pole and four-pole circuit-breakers ,

the circuit-breakers shall trip within the conventional time specified in 8.6.2.1.

Compliance is checked by the test of 9.10.3.

8.8.3.2 Effect of the ambient air temperature on the tripping characteristic

Ambient temperatures other than the reference temperature, within the limits of -5 ·C and
+40 ·C, shall not unacceptably affect the tripping characteristic of circuit-breakers.

Compliance is checked by the tests of 9.1004.

8.7 Mechanical and electrical endurance

Circuit-breakers shall be capable of performing an adequate number of cycles with rated
current.

Compliance is checked by the test of 9.11.

8.8 Performance at short-circuit currents

Circu it-breakers shall be capable of perform ing a specified n~":,~er of short-circuit operations ,
during wh ich they shall neither endanger the operator nor initiate a flashover between live
conductive parts or between live conductive parts and earth .

Compliance is checked by the tests of 9.12 .
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It is required that circu it-breakers be able to make and to break any value of current up to and
including the value corresponding to the rated short-circuit capacity at rated frequency. at a
power-frequency recovery voltage equal to 105 % (±5 %) of the rated voltage and at any
power factor not less than the appropriate lower lim it of the range stated in 9.12.5; it is also
required that the corresponding values of /2t lie below the /2t characteristic (see 3.5.13) .

8.9 Resistance to mechanical shock and impact

Circuit-breakers shall have adequate mechanical behaviour so as to withstand the stresses
imposed during installation and use.

Compliance is checked by the tests of 9.13.

8.10 Resistance to heat

Circuit-breakers shall be sufficiently resistant to heat.

Compliance is checked by the test of 9. 14.

8.11 Resistance to abnormal heat and to fire

External circuit-breaker parts made of insulating material shall not be likely to ignite and to
spread fire if current-carrying parts in their vicin ity attain a high temperature under fault or
overload conditions.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the test of 9.15.

8.12 Resistance to rusting

Ferrous parts shall be adequately protected against rusting .

Compliance is checked by the test of 9.16.

9 Tests

9.1 Type tests and test sequences

9.1.1 The characteristics of circuit-breakers are verified by means of type tests.

Type tests required by this standard are listed in table a.

Table 8 - List of type tests

Test Subclause

Indelibility of m.rking 9.3

Re/i.bility of screws, current-c.rrying p.rts ,nd connections 9.4

Reli.bility of termin.ls for extern.1 conductors 9.5

Protection 'g.inst electric shock 9.6

Dielectric properties .nd isol.ting c.p.bility 9.7
T.mpfH'.ture-rise 9.8
28·d.y test 9.9

Tripping char.cteristic 9.10

M~h.nic.1.nd electric.1 endurance 9.11
Short-circuit 9.12

Resist.nce to mech.nic.' shock .nd imp.ct 9.13

Resist,nce to he,t 9.14

Res ist,nce to ,bnorrnl.1 he.t ,nd to fire 9.15

Resis t.nce to rusting 9.16
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For the purpose of verification of conformity with the standard. type tests are cerned out In
test sequences .

The test sequences and the number of samples to be submitted are stated in annel( C

Unless otherwise specified. each type test (or sequence of type tests) IS cerriea out on CIfCUlt
breakers in a clean and new condition .

NOTE Verification of the conformity to the standards may be made

- by the manufacturer for the purpose of suppliers declaration (13 .5 .1 of ISO/IEC Gu ide 2) ;

- by an independent body for certification (13 .5.2 of ISOIIEC Guide 2) .

According to the terminology of ISOIIEC Guide 2 the term "certification" can be used for the second case only

9.2 Test conditions

The circuit-breaker is mounted individually, vertically and in free air at an ambient tempe
rature between 20 ·C and 25 ·C. unless otherwise specified, and is protected against undue
external heating or cooling.

Circuit-breakers designed for installation in an indiVidual enclosure are tested in the smallest
of such enclosures specified by the manufacturer.

Unless otherwise specified, the circuit-breakers are wired with the appropriate cable specified
in table 9 and are fixed on a auu, black-painted plywood board of about 20 mm thickness, the
method of fil(ing complying with any requirements relating to the means of mounting
recommended by the manufacturer.

Where a tolerance is not specifically specified, type tests are carried out at values not less
severe than those specified in this standard.

Unless otherwise specified, tests are carried out at the rated frequency :t5 Hz and at any
convenient voltage.

During the tests, no maintenance or dismantling of the samples is allowed.

For the tests of 9.8, 9.9, 9.10 and 9.11 the circuit-breaker is connected as follows .

a} The connections are made by means of single -core, PVC insulated copper cables,
according to IEC 60227.

b) The tests are carried out with single-phase current, with all poles connected in series,
except for the tests of 9.8 .2, 9.10 .2 and 9.11 .

c) The connections are in free air and spaced not less than the distance between the
terminals .

d) The min imum length of each temporary connection from terminal to terminal is :

1 m for cross-sections up to and including 10 mmr ;

2 m for cross-sections larger than 10 mmr.

The tightening torques to be applied to the terminal screws are two-thirds of those specified in

table 10.
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Table 9 - Cross-sectional areas (5) oftest copper conductors
corresponding to the rated currents

S Values of the rated currentIn

mm2 A

1 1.56

1,5 6 < 1.513

2,5 13 < 1.520

># 20 < 1. 525

6 25 < 1.532

10 32 < 1.550

16 50 < 1.563

25 63 < 1.580

35 80 < 1.5100

50 100 < I. 5125

NOTE For AWG copper conductors see annex G.

9.3 Test of indelibility of marking

The test is made by rubbing the marking by hand for 15 s with a piece of cotton soaked with
water and again for 15 s with a piece of cotton soaked with aliphatic solvent hexane with a
content of aromatics of maximum 0,1 % by volume. a kauributanol value of 29. an initial
boiling-po int approximately 65 ·C. a dry-point of approximately 69 'C and a density of
approximately 0.68 g/cm~.

Marking made by impression, mOUlding, or engraving is not SUbjected to this test.

After this test. the marking shall be easily legible .

The marking shall also remain easily legible after all the tests of this standard.

It shall not be easily possible to remove labels and they shall show no curling.

9.4 Test of reliability of screws, current-carrying parts and connections

Compliance with the requirements of 8.1.4 is checked by inspection and, for screws and nuts
which are operated when mounting and connecting up the circuit-breaker. by the follOWing
test.

The screws or nuts are tightened and loosened

- ten time« for screws in engagement with a thread of insulating material;

- five times in all other cases.

ScrfJWS or nuts in engagement with a thread of insulating material are completely removed
and reinserted each time.

The test is made by means of a suitable test screwdriver or spanner applying a torque as
shown in table 10.

The screws and nuts shall not be tightened in jerks.

The conductor is moved each time the screw or nut is loosened.
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Plug-in connections are tested by plugging the circuit-breaker in and pUlling it out five times .

After the test the connections shalf not have become loose nor shalf their electrical function
be impaired.

Table 10 - Screw thread diameters and applied torques

Nomlnel dlemeter of thread
Torque

Nm
mm

I II III

Up to and inclUding 2,8 0,2 0,4 0,4

over 2,8 up to and including 3,0 0,25 0,5 0,5

over 3,0 up to and including 3,2 0,3 o.e o,e

over 3,2 up to end including 3,e 0,4 0.8 0.8

over 3,e up to and including 4,1 0,7 1,2 1,2

over 4, 1 up to lind inclUding 4,7 0,8 1,8 1,8

over 4.7 up to lind including 5,3 0.8 2.0 2,0

over 5,3 up to lind including e,o 1,2 2,5 3,0

over e,o up to lind including 8,0 2,5 3,5 s.o
over 8,0 up to and including 10,0 - 4,0 10,0

Column I applies to screws without heads if the screw, when tightened, doea not protrude from the hole, and to
other screws which cannot be tightened by means of a screwdriver with a blade wider than the diameter of the
screw.

Column /I applies to other screws which are tightened by meena of a screwdriver.

Column 11/ applies to screws and nuts which ere tightened by means other then e screwdriver.

Where /I screw h/ls /I hex/lgonal head with a slot for tightening with a screwdriver and the value. in columna /I and
11/ /Ire different, the test is made twice, first applying to the hexagonal head the torque apacified in column 1/1 and
then , on another s/lmple, /lpplying the torque specified in column /I by maans of a scr_driver. If the va/uas in
columns /I and 11/ /Ire the same, only the test with the screwdriver is made.

During the test, the screwed connections shall not work loose end there shall be no damage,
such as breakage of screws or damage to the head slots, threads, washers or sti"ups, that
will impair the further use of the circuit-breaker.

Moreover, enclosures and covers shalf not be damaged.

Plug-in connections are tested by plugging the circuit-breaker in and pUlling it out five times

After the test the connections shall not have become loose nor shall their electrical function
be impaired.

9.5 Tests of reliability of screw-type terminals for external copper conductors

Compliance with the requirements of 81 .5 is checked

by inspection, by the test of 9.4, where a rigid copper conductor having the largest cross
sectional area specified in table 5 is placed in the terminal (for nominal cross-sectionet
areas exceeding 6 mm", a rigid stranded conductor is used while for other nominal cross
sectional areas, a solid conductor is used) ;

by the tests of 9.5.1,9.5.2 and 9.5.3. These last tests are made by means of a suitable
screwdriver or spanner applying a torque as shown in table 10.
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9.5.1 The terminals are fitted with copper conductors of the smallest and largest cross
sectional areas specified in table 5, solid or stranded. whichever is the most unfavourable.

The conductor is inserted into the terminal for the min imum distance prescribed or, where no
distance is prescribed, until it just projects from the far side, and in the position most likely to
assist the wire to escape.

The clamping screws are then tightened with a torque equal to two-thirds of that shown in the
appropriate column of table 10.

Each conductor is then subjected to a pUll of the value . in newtons, shown in table 11. The
pull is applied without jerks. for 1 min. in the direction of the axis of the conductor space.

Table 11 - Pulling forces

Cross-section of the conductor
accepted by the tennlna' Up to" Up to II Up to 10 Up to 111 Up to SO

mm2

Pull
50 60 80 90 100N

During the test , the conductor shall not move noticeably in the terminal.

9.5.2 The terminals are fitted with copper' conductors of the smallest and largest cross
sectional areas specified in table 5. solid or stranded. whichever is the most unfavourable.
and the term inal screws are tightened with a torque equal to two-thirds of that shown in
the appropriate column of table 10. The terminal screws are then loosened and the part of the
conductor which may have been affected by the terminal is inspected.

The conductors shall show no undue damage nor severed wires .

NOTE Conductors are considered to be unduly damaged it they show deep and sharp indentat ions.

During the test, terminals shall not work loose and there shall be no damage, such as
breakage of screws or damage to the head slots. threads, washers or stirrups, that will impair
the further use of the terminal.

9.5.3 The term inals are fitted with a rigid stranded copper conductor having the make-up
shown in table 12.

Table 12 - Conductor dimensions

Range of nominal cross-sections Stranded conductor
to be clamped

mm2 Number of wires Diameter of wlrfts
mm

fto 2,5· 7 0,67
1 to 4· 7 0,85

1.5 to 6· 7 1.04
2.5 to 10 7 1.35
4 to 16 7 1,70
10 to 25 7 2,14
16 to 35 19 1,53
25 to 50 19 1,83

• If the terminal is intended to clamp solid conductors only (see table 5), the test is not made.
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Before insertion into the terminal, the wires of the conductors are suitably reshaped.

The conductor is inserted into the terminal until the conductor reaches the bottom of the
terminal or just projects from the far side of the terminal and in the position most likely
to assist a wire to escape. The clamping screw or nut is then tightened with a torque equal to
two-thirds of that shown in the appropriate column of table 10.

After the test, no wire of the conductor shall have escaped from the clamping unit .

9.6 Test of protection against electric shock

The test is made with the standard test finger shown in figure 9, on the sample mounted as for
normal use (see note to 8.1 .6) and fitted with the conductors of the smallest and largest
cross-sectional areas specified in table 5.

The standard test finger shall be so designed that each of the jointed sections can be turned
through an angle of 90· with respect to the axis of the finger, in the same direction only .

The test finger is applied in every possible bending position of a real finger, an electrical
contact indicator being used to show contact with live parts.

It is recommended that a lamp be used for the indication of contact and that the voltage be
not less than 40 V.

Circuit-breakers with enclosures or covers of thermoplastic material are SUbjected to the
fol/owing additional test, which is carried out at an ambient temperature of 35 ·C ± 2 ·C, the
circuit-breakers being at this temperature.

The circuit-breakers are SUbjected for 1 min to a force of 75 N, applied through the up of a
straight unjointed test finger of the same dimensions as the standard test finger. This fInger is
applied to al/ places where yielding of insulating material could impair the safety of the circun
breaker, but is not applied to knock-outs .

During this test, enclosures or covers shall not deform to such an extent that live parts can be
touched with the unjointed test finger.

Unenclosed circuit-breakers having parts not intended to be covered by an enclosure are
submitted to the test with a metal front panel, and mounted as for normal use (see 816).

9.7 Test of dielectric properties and isolating capability

9,7.1 Resistance to humidity

9.7.1.1 Preparation of the circuit-breaker for test

Inlet openings, if any, are left open ; if knock-outs are provided, one of them is opened.

Parts which can be removed without the aid of a tool are removed and subjected to the
humidity treatment with the main part; spring lids are kept open during this treatment.

9.7 .1.2 Test conditions

The humidity treatment is carried out in a humidity cabinet containing air with a relative
humidity maintained between 91 % and 95 %.

The temperature of the air in which the sample is placed is mJintained within t1 ·C of any
convenient value T between 20 ·C and 30 ·C .
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Before being placed in the humidity cabinet, the samole is brought to a temperature between
Tand T+4 ·C.

9.7.1.3 Test procedure

The sample is kept in the cabinet for 48 h.

NOTE 1 A relat ive humidity between 91 % and 95 % can be obta ined by placing in the hum id ity cabinet a
saturated solution of sodium sulphate (Na2S04) or potassium nitrate (KN03) in water having a sufficiently large
contact surface With the air .

NOTE 2 In order to achieve the spec if ied conditions within the cab inet it is recommended to ensure constant
circulation of the air within and, in genera l. to use a cabinet which is thermally insulated .

9.7.1.4 Condition of the circuit-breaker after the test

After this treatment. the sample shall show no damage within the mean ing of this standard
and shall withstand the tests of 9. 7.2 and 9.7.3.

9.7.2 Insulation resistance ofthe main circuit

The circuit-breaker is treated as specified in 9.7.1. After an interval between 30 min and
60 min fOllowing this treatment, the insulation resistance is measured 5 s after application of a
d.c. voltage of approximately 500 V. consecutively as follows:

a) with the circuit-breaker in the open position. between each pair of the terminals which are
electrically connected together when the circuit-breaker is in the closed position. on each
pole in turn ;

b) with the circuit-breaker in the closed position. between each pole in turn and the others
connected together;

c) with the circuit-breaker in the closed position. between all poles connected together and
the frame, including a metal foil in contact with the outer surface of the internal enclosure
of inSUlating material, i f any;

d) between metal parts of the mechanism and the frame;

NOTE - For th is ver ification, specially prepared samples may be used.

e) for circuit-breakers with a metal enclosure having an internal lining of insulating material.
between the frame and a metal foil in contact with the inner surface of the lin ing of
inSUlating material including bushings and simiiar devices.

The measurements a), b) and c) are carried out after having connected all auxiliary circuits to
the frame .

The term "frame" includes :

- al/ accessible metal parts and a metal foil in contact with the surfaces of insulating
material which are accessible after installation as for normal use;

- the surface on which the base of the circuit-breaker is mounted covered, if necessary.
with a metal foil; ,

screws and other devices for fixing the base to its support;

screws for fixing COvers which have to be removed when mounting the circuit-breaker, and
metal parts of operating means referred to in 8.2 .

If the circuit-breaker is prov ided with a terminal intended for the interconnection of protective
conductors, this terminal is connected to the frame .
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For the ,!,easurements according to items b) to e). the metal foil is applied in such 8 way that
the sealing compound. if any, is effectively tested .

The insulation resistance shall be not less than

- 2 Mil for the measurements according to items a) and b);

- 5 Mil for the other measurements .

9.7.3 Dielectric strength of the main circuit

After the circuit-breakers have passed the tests of 9.7 .2 the test voltage specified in 9.7 .5 is
applied for 1 min between the parts indicated in 9.7.2.

Initially, not more than half the prescribed voltage is applied, then it is raised to the full value
within 5 s.

No flashover or breakdown shall occur during the test.

Glow discharges without drop in the voltage are neglected.

9.7.4 Dielectric strength ofthe auxiliary and control circuit.

For these tests . the main circuit shall be connected to the frame . The test voltage specified in
9.7.5 shall be applied for 1 min as follows :

a) between all the auxiliary and control circuits, which are not normally connected to the
main circuit, connected together. and the frame of the circuit-breaker;

b) where appropriate. between each part of the auxiliary and control circuits which may be
isolated from the other parts of the auxiliary circuits and these other parts connected
together.

9.7.5 Value of test voltage

The test voltage shalf have practically sinusoidal waveform, and a frequency between 45 Hz
and 65 Hz.

The source of the test voltage shall be capable of supplying a short-circuit current of at least
0,2 A.

No overcurrent tripping device of the transformer shall operate When the current in the output
circuit is lower than 100 mA.

The values of the test voltage shall be as follows :

a) for the main circuit, for auxiliary circuits intended to be connected to the main circuit and
for control circuits:

- 2 000 V for items a) to d) of 9.7.2;

- 2500 V for item e) of 9. 7.2;

b) for auxiliary and control circuits which are indicated by the manufacturer as unSUitable for
connection to the main circuit:

1 000 V, where the rated insuletion voltage Uj does not exceed 60 V;

_ 2 Uj + 1 000 V. with a minimum of 1 500 V. where the rated insulation voltage U;

exceeds 60 V.
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9.7.8 Verification of Impulse withstand voltages (across clearances and across solid
Insulation) and of leakage current acroSS open contacts

9.7.8.1 Verification of impulse withstand voltage across the open contacts
(suitability for isolation)

The test is carried out on a circuit-breaker fixed on a metal support.

The impulses ere given by a generator producing positive and negat(ve impulses haVing a
front time of 1,2IJs, and a time to half-value of 50 IJs, the tolerances being

- :t5 % for the peak value;

- :t30 % for the front time;

- :t20 % for the time to half-value.

The surge impedance of the test apparatus shall have a nominal value of 500 n.

The shape of the impulses is adjusted with the circuit-breaker under test connected to the
impulse generator. For this purpose appropriate voltage dividers and voltage sensors shall be
used.

Small oscillations in the impulses are allowed prOVided that their emptitud« near the peak of
the impulse is lesS than 5 % of the peak value.

For oscillations on the first half of the front, amplitudes up to 10 % of the peak value are
aI/owed.

The 1,2150 IJs impulse voltage according to figure 6 of lEG 60060-1 is applied between the
line terminals connected together and the load terminals connected together with the contacts
in the open position .

Three positive impulses and three negat;·",· impulses are applied, the interval between
consecutive impulses being at least 1 s for impulses of the same polarity and being at least
10 s for impUlses of the opposite polarity.

The test imputs« voltage values shall be chosen in table 13, in accordance with the rated
impulse voltage of the circuit-breaker as given in table .'3. These values are corrected for
barometric pressure and/or altitude at which the tests are carried out, according to table 13.

There shall be no unintentional disruptive discharges during the test.

Table 13 - Test voltage across the open contacts for verifying the SUitability for
isolationreferred to the rated impUlse Withstand voltage of the circuit-breaker and

to the altitUde Where the test is carried out

R.t-el impulse Yolt8ge Test Voltages at corresponding altitude
withstand

U1 2150 a,e. peakV"", . kV
kV

Sea level 200 m 500 m 1000 m 2000 m

2,5 3,5 3,5 3.4 3,2 3,0

4 5,2 6,0 5,8 5,6 5,0
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9.7.6.2 Verification of impulse withstand voltage for the parts not t.sted In 9.7.8 .1

The test is carried out on a circu it-breaker fheed on a metal support being in the closed
position.

The i"!pulses are given b!, a generator producing positive and negative impulses having a
front time of 1.2 JJs and a time to half value of 50 JJs the tolerances being

±5 % for the peak value ;

- ±30 % for the front time ;

±20 % for the time to half value .

The surge impedance of the test apparatus shall have a nominal value of 500 fJ.

The shape of the impulses is adjusted With the circuit-breaker under test connected to the
impulse generator. For this purpose appropriate voltage dividers and voltage sensors shall be
used.

NOTE 1 For circuit-breakers with incorporated surge arresters the shape of the impulses is adjusted without
connection of the circuit-breaker to the impUlse generator.

Small oscillations in the impulses are allowed, provided that their amplitUde near the peak of
the impulse is less than 5 % of the peak value.

For oscillations on the first half of the front, amplitudes up to 10 % of the peak value are
allowed.

A first series of tests is made applying the impulse voltage between the phase potets),
connected together, and the neutral pole (or path) of the circuit-breaker, as applicable.

A second series of tests is made applying the impulse voltage between the metal support
connected to the terminal(s) intended for the protective conductor(s), if any. and the phase
po/e(s) and the neutral pole (or path) connected together.

In both cases three positive impulses and three negative impulses are applied, the interval
between consecutive impulses being at least 1 s for impulses of the same polarity and at least
10 s for impulses of the opposite polarity.

The test impulse voltage values shall be chosen in table 14 in accordance with the rated
impulse voltage of the circuit-breaker as given in table 3. These values are corrected for
barometric pressure and/or ettitud« at which the tests are carried out, eccording to table 14.

There shall be no flashover nor unintentional disruptive discharges during the test .

If, however, only one such disruptive discharge occurs , six additional impulses having the
same polarity as that which caused the disruptive discharge are applied, the connections
being the same as those with which the failure occurred.

No further disruptive discharge shall occur .

NOTE 2 The expression 'unintentional disrupt ive discharge' is used to cover the phenomena a..ociated with the
failure of insulation under electric stress, which inclUde a drop in the voltage and the "OWIng of current .
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Table 14 - Test voltage for verification of impulse withstand voltage
for the parts not tested In 9.7.6.1

Test voltages at corresponding altitude
Rated Impulse

U,,2150 a.c . peakwithstand voltage

U'IIlP
kV

kV
Sea level 200 m 500 m 1000 m 2000 m

2,5 2,9 2,8 2,8 2,7 2,5

4 4,9 4,8 4,7 4,4 4.0

9.7.6.3 Verification of leakage currents across open contacts
(suitability for isolation)

Each pole of circuit-breakers having been submitted to the tests of 9. 12.11 .~. or 9.12.11.3. or
9.12.11.4.2 or 9.12.11.4.3 is supplied at a voltage 1.1 times its rated operetionet voltage, the
circuit-breaker being in the open position.

The leakage current flowing across the open contacts is measured and shall not exceed
2mA.

9.8 Test of temperature-rise and measurement of power loss

9.8.1 Ambient air temperature

The ambient air temperature shall be measured during the last quarter of the test period by
means of at least two thermometers or thermocouples symmetrically positioned around the
circuit-breaker at about half its height and at a distance of about 1 m from the circuit-breaker.

The thermometers or thermocouples shall be protected against draughts and radiant heat.

9.8.2 Test procedure

A current equal to In at any convenient voltage is passed simultaneously through all the poles
of the circuit-breaker for a period of time sufficient for the temperature-rise to reach the
steady-state value or for the conventional time. whichever is the longer.

In practice, this condition is reached when the variation of the temperature-rise does not
exceed 1 KIh.

For four-pole circuit-breakers with three protected poles, the test is first made by passing the
specified current through the three protected poles only.

The test is then repeated by passing the same current through the pole intended for the
connection of the neutral and the adjacent protected pole.

During the test. the temperature-rises shall not exceed the values shown in table 6.

9.8.3 Measurement of the temperature of parts

The te~per8ture of the different parts referred to in table 6 shall be measured by means of
fine Wire thermocouples or by eqUivalent means at the nearest accessible position to the
hottest spot.

Good heat conductivity between the thermocouple and the surface of the part under test shall
be ensured.
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9.8.4 Temperature-rise of a part

The temp~rature-rise of ~ part is the difference between the temperature of this part
measured In accordance with 9.8 .3, and the ambient air temperature measured in accordance
with 9.8 .1.

9.8 .5 Measurement of power 1058

An a.c. current equal to In, with a supply voltage of a value not less than 30 V, is passed. in a
substentielty resistive circuit, through each pole of the circuit-breaker.

NOTE 1 A test voltage of a value less than 30 V may be used subject to the manufacturer's agreement .

The power loss per pole, calculated on the basis of the voltage drop measured under steady
state conditions between its terminals, shall not exceed the relevant values given in table 15.

NOTE 2 The voltage drop measurement may be made during the temperature-r ise test. provided that the test
cond it ions of th is subclause are fulfilled .

Table 15 - Maximum power loss per pole

Range of rated current 'n Max imum power loss per pole

A W

t, S 10 3

10 < t, S 16 3.5

16 < t, S 25 4,5

25 < '. S 32 6

32 < I. S 40 7.5

40 < t; S 50 9

50 < I. S 63 13

63 < t, S 100 15

100<I.S125 20

9.9 28-day test

The circuit-breaker is subjected to 28 cycles, each cycle comprising 21 h with a current equal
to the rated current at an open circuit voltage of at least 30 V, and 3 h without current under
the test conditions of 9.2.

The circuit-breaker is in the closed position, the current being established and interrupted by
an auxiliary switch . During this test the circuit-breaker shall not trip .

During the last period of current flow the temperature-rise of the terminals shall be measured.

This temperature-rise shall not exceed the value measured during the temperature-rise test
(see 9.8) by more than 15 K.

Immediately after this measurement of the temperature-rise, the current is steadily increased
within 5 s to the conventional tripping current.

The circuit-breaker shall trip with in the conventional time .
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9.10 Test oftrlpping characteristic

This test is made to verify that the circuit-breaker complies with the requ irements of 8.6.1 .

9.10.1 Test of tlme-current characteristic

9.10.1 .1 A current equal to 1,13 In (conventional non-tripping current) is passed for the
conventional time (see 8.6.1 and 8.6.2.1) through all poles, starting from cold (see table 7).

The circuit-breaker shall not trip .

The current is then steadily increased within 5 s, to 1,45 In (conventional tripping current) .

The circuit-breaker shall trip within the conventional time.

9.10.1.2 A current equal to 2,55 In is passed through all poles , starting from cold.

The opening time shall not be less than 1 s and shall not be more than

- 60 s for rated currents up to and including 32 A;

- 120 s for rated currents greater than 32 A.

9.10.2 Test of instantaneous tripping and of correct opening of the contacts

9.10.2.1 General test conditions

For the lower values of the test current of 9.10.2 .2, 9.10.2.3 and 9.10.2.4 respectively the test
is made once, at any convenient voltage.

For the upper values of the test current the test is made at rated voltage U; (phase to neutral)
with a power factor between 0,95 and 1.

The sequence of operation is

O-t-CO-t-CO-t-CO

the interval t being as defined in 9.12.11 .1 .

The tripping time of the 0 operation is measured.

After each operation the indicating means shall show the open position of the contacts.

9.10.2.2 For clrcult·breaker. ofthe B.type

A current equal to 3 In is passed through all poles start ing from cold .

The opening time shall not be less than 0,1 s.

A current equal to 5 In is then passed through all poles, again starting from cold.

The circuit-breaker shall trip in a time less than 0,1 s.
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9.10.2.3 For circuit-breakers of the C-type

A current equal to 5 In is passed through all poles, starting from cold.

The open ing time shall be not less than 0,1 s.

A current equal to 10 In is then passed through all poles. again starting from cold.

The circuit-breaker shall trip in a time less than 0,1 s.

9.10.2 .4 For circuit-breakers ofthe Ootype

A current equal to 10 In is passed through all poles , starting from cold.

The opening time shall be not less than 0.1 s.

A current equal to 20 In or to the maximum instantaneous tripping current (see clause 6.
item j) is then passed through all poles, again starting from cold.

The circuit-breaker shall trip in a time less than 0,1 s.

9.10.3 Test of effect of single-pole loading on the tripping characteristic of multlpole
circuit-breakers

Compliance is checked by testing the circuit-breaker connected in accordance with 9.2, under
the conditions specified in 8.6 .3.1.

The circuit-breaker shall trip with in the conventional time (see 8.6.2.1).

9.10.4 Test of effect of ambient temperature on the tripping characteristic

Compliance is checked by the following tests .

a) The circuit-breaker is placed in an ambient tempereture of (35 ± 2) K below the ambient
air reference temperature until it has attained steedy-state temperature.

A current equal to 1,13 In (conventional non-tripping current) is passed through all poles
for the conventional time . The current is then steadily increased within 5 s to 1,9 In.

The circuit-breaker shall trip within the conventional time .

b) The circuit-breaker is placed in an ambient temperature of (10 ± 2) K above the ambient
air reference temperature until it has attained steady-state temperature.

A current equal to In is passed through all poles.

The circuit-breaker shall not trip within the conventional time .

9.11 Test of mechanical and electrical endurance

9.11.1 General test conditions

The circuit-breaker is fixed to a metal support unless it is designed for installation in an
individual enclosure. in which case it shall be mounted accordingly. as specified in 9.2.
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The test is made at rated voltage , at a current adjusted .to the rated current by means of
resistors and reactors in series, connected to the load terminals .

If air-core reactors are used, a resistor taking approximately 0,6 % of the current through the
reactors is connected in parallel with each reactor.

The current shall have substantially sine~wave form and the power factor shall be between

0,85 and 0.9.

For single-pole circuit-breakers and for two-pole circuit-breakers with two protected poles, the
metal support is connected to one side of the supply for the first half of the total number of
operations and to the other side for the second half.

For two-pole circuit-breakers with one protected pole . the metal support is connected to the
neutral of the supply.

For single-pole circuit-breakers with rated voltage 230/400 V the test shall be carried out at
the lower voltage value .

The circuit-breaker is connected to the circuit with conductors of the appropriate size
indicated in table 9.

9.11.2 Test procedure

The circuit-breaker is submitted to 4 000 operating cycles with rated current.

Each operating cycle cons ists of a making operation followed by a breaking operation.

For circuit-breakers of rated current up to and including 32 A the operating frequency shall be
240 operating cycles per hour. During each operating cycle, the circuit-breaker shall remain
open for at least 13 s.

For circuit-breakers of rated current above 32 A the operating frequency shall be 120 operating
cycles per hour. During each operating cycle the circutt-breeker shall remain open for at least
28 s.

The circuit-breaker shall be operated as in normal conditions of use .

Care shall be taken that

- the test apparatus does not damage the cirCUit-breaker under test;

- the free movement of the operating means of the circuit-breaker under test is not impeded;

- the sp~ed of the operating means of the test apparatus is not unduly affected by the
operating means of the circuit-breaker under test.

In case of circuit-breakers with dependent manual operation, the circuit-breaker shall be
operated with an operating speed, during actuation. of 0.1 m/s ± 25 %, this speed being
measured .at the extremity when and where the operating means of the test apparatus touches
the actuating means of th.e circuit-breaker under test . For rotary knobs the angular velocity
shall correspond sUbstentlally to the above conditions, referred to the speed of the operating
means (at its extremities) of the circuit-breaker under test.
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9.11.3 Condition of the circuit-breaker after test

Following the test of 9.11 .2 the sample shall not show

- undue wear;

discrepancy between the position of the moving contacts and of the corresponding
position of the indicating device;

damage to the enclosure permitting access to live parts by the test finger (see 9.6) ;

loosening of electrical or mechanical connections;

seepage of sealing compound.

Moreover, the circuit-breaker shall comply with the test of 9.10 .1.2 and shall withstand the
dielectric strength test according to 9.7.3, but at a voltage 500 V less than the value
prescribed in 9.7.5 and without previous humidity treatment.

9.12 Short-circuit tests

9.12.1 General

Standard tests for the verification of the short-circuit performance consist of sequences of
making and breaking operations, appropriate to the performance to be checked, which are
summarized in table 16.

All circuit-breakers are tested at 500 A or 10 In, whichever is the higher, according to
9.12.11 .2 and at 1 500 A according to 9.12.11.3.

Circuit-breakers having a rated short-circuit capacity above 1 500 A are additionally tested

- at service short-circuit (breaking) capacity (see 3.5.5.2) according to 9 12.11.4.2 and
9.12 .12 .1.. the service short-circuit capacity is obtained by multiplying the rated short
circuit capacity by a factor k, the values of which are given in table 18;

at rated short-circuit capacity (see 5.2.4) according to 9.12.11.4.3 and to 9.12 12.2 if the
factor k is less than 1, in which case new samples shall be used.

Table 16 - Applicability of short-circuit test.

Kind of test Clrcult·breeker to b. t••t.d VerlflcetJon eft.r ahort-clrcult
t.sta eccordlng to aubc/eua.

Test at reduced snort-circuit currents
AI/ circuit-breakers

(9.12. tt.2.1)

Test to verify sUitebility for IT systems AI/ circuit-breakers, except those rated
11.12.12. I

(9.12.11.2.2) 120 Vor 1201240 V

Tests at 1 500 A All circuit·breakers

(11.12.11 .3)

Tests at service short·circuit cepacify 11.12.12.1
(11.12.11 .4.2)

Tests at rsted short-circuit cspacity
Circuit·breakers with I.. > 1 500 A

11.12.12.2
(11.12.11 .4.3)
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9.12.2 Values of test quantities

All the tests concern ing the verificat ion of the rated short-circuit capacity shall be performed
with the values stated by the manufacturer in accordance with the relevant tables of this
standard.

The value of the applied voltage is that which is necessary to produce the specified power
frequency recovery voltage.

The value of the power frequency recovery voltage (see 3.5.8.2) shall be equal to 105 % of
the rated voltage of the circuit-breaker under test .

For single-pole circuit-breakers having dual rated voltage value (e .g. 2301400 V) the
power frequency recovery voltage shall be 105 % of the upper value (e .g. 400 V) for the
tests according to item d) of 9.12.11.4.2 , item b of 9.12.11.4.3 and 9.12.11.2.2; it shall
be 105 % of the lower value (e.g. 230 V) for the other tests of 9.12 .

For two-pale circuit-breakers having dual rated voltage values (e .g. 1201240 V) the
recovery voltage shall be 105 % of the lower value (e .g. 120 V) for the tests according to
9.12.11.2 and 105 % of the upper value (e.g. 240 V) for the other tests of 9.12.

NOTE The value of 105 % (:1:5 %) of the rated voltage is deemed to cover the effects of the variations of the
system voltage under normal serv ice conditions. The uppe r limit may be increased with the approval of the
manufacturer.

9.12.3 Tolerances on test quantities

The tests are considered as valid if the r.m.s. values recorded in the test report differ from the
values specified within the following tolerances:

current +5%
o

voltage (including recovery voltage) : ±5 %

- frequency ±5 %.

9.12.4 Test circuit for short-circuit performance

Figures 3 to 6 respectively give the diagrams of the circuits to be used for the tests
concerning:

a single-pole circuit-breaker (figure 3);

- a two-pole circuit-breaker with one protected pole (figure 4a);

- a two-pole circUit-breaker with two protected poles (figure 4b);

- a three-pole circuit-breaker (figure 5);

a four-pole circuit-breaker (figure 6).

The ~esistances and reactances of the impedances Z and Z, shall be adjustable to satisfy the
specIfied t~st CO?ditio.ns. The r~actors shall preferably be air-cored. They shall always be
~o~n~cted In sene~ wIth the reslsto~ and their value shall be obtained by series coupling of
Indlv/~ual reactors, P.arallel connecting of reactors is permitted when these reactors have
prBctlcalfy the same tIme-constant.
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Since the transient recovery voltage (see 3.5 .8.1) characteristics of test circuits includmg esr
cored reactors are not representative of usual service conditions, the air -cored reactor many
phase shall be shunted by a res istor taking approximately 0,6 % of the current through the
reactor.

If iron -core reactors are used, the iron-core power losses of these reactors shall not exceed
the losses that would be absorbed by the resistors connected in parallel with the air-cored
reactors .

There shall be one and only one point of the test circuit which is earthed: this may be the
short-circuit link of the test circuit or the neutral point of the supply or any other convenient
point. In any case the earthing method shall be stated in the test report.

In each test circuit for testing the rated short-circuit capacity, the impedances Z are inserted
between the supply source S and the circuit-breaker under test .

When tests are made with current less than the rated short-circuit breaking capacity, the
additional impedances Z1, shall be inserted on the load side of the circuit-breaker.

For the tests at both the rated and the service short-circuit capacities , the circuit-breaker shall
be connected with cables having a length of 0,75 m per pole and the maximum cross-section
corresponding to the rated current according to table 5.

NOTE It is recommended that 0,5 m be connected on the supply side and 0,25 m on the load side of the cucuit
breaker under test.

A resistor R2 of about 0,5 n is connected in series with a copper wire F as follows :

for the circuits in figures 3 and 4a, between the metal support and the selector switch P
this switch is in one of its two positions for approximately half the number of operations of
the circuit-breaker, and in the other position for the remaining operations;

- for the circuits in figures 4b, 5 and 6, between the metal support and the neutral of the
supply.

The copper wire F shall be at least 50 mm in length and

0,1 mm in diameter for circuit-breakers to be tested in free air, mounted on a metal
support,

0,3 mm in diameter for circuit-breakers to be tested in the smallest ind ividual enclosure
specified by the manufacturer.

Resistors R1 drawing a current of 10 A per phase are connected on the supply side of the
circuit-breaker, between the impedances for adjusting the prospective current to the rated
short-circuit capacity of the circuit-breaker.

9.12.5 Power factor of the test circuit

The power factor of each phase of the test circuit shall be determined according to a
recognized method which shall be stated in the test report .

Two examples are given in annex A.

The power factor of a polyphase circuit is considered as the mean value of the power factors

of each phase.
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The power-factor ranges are given in table 17.

Table 17 - Power factor ranges of the test circuit

Test current Icc Corresponding

A power factor range

Icc51500 0.93 to 0,98

1500 < Icc53 000 0,85 to 0,90

3000 < lee $4 500 0,75 to 0,80

4500 < Icc $6 000 0,65 to 0,70

6 000 < Icc s 10 000 0,45 to 0,50

10 000 < Icc s 25 000 0,20 to 0.25

9.12.6 Measurement and verification of /2t and of the peak current (lp)

The 12t and Ip values shall be measured during the tests of 9.12.11 .2,9.12.11.3
and 9.12.11.4 .

In the case of tests of circuit-breakers in three-phase circuits, the 12t values shall be
measured on each pole .

The maximum J2t values measured shall be recorded in the test report and they shall not
exceed the corresponding values of the 12t characteristic declared by the manufacturer.

9.12.7 Calibration of the test circuit

9.12.7.1 To calibrate the test circuit, links G having negligible impedance compared with that
of the test circuit are connected in the positions shown in figures 3 to 6.

9.12.7.2 To obtain a prospective current equal to the rated short-circuit capacity of the
circuit-breaker at the corresponding power factor as stated in table 17 impedances Z are
inserted on the supply side of the links G.

9.12.7.3 To obtain a test current lower than the rated short-circuit capacity of the circuit
breaker, additional impedances Z, are inserted on the load side of the links G. as shown in
figures 3 to 6.

9.12.8 Interpretation of records

9.12.8.1 Determination ofthe applied and power frequency recovery voltages

The applied and power frequency recovery voltages are determined from the record
corresponding to the opening operation 0, (see 9.12.11 .1) made with the apparatus under
test. and estimated as indicated in figure 7. The voltage on the supply side shall be measured
dunng the first cycle after arc extinction in all poles and after high frequency phenomena have
subsided.

9.12.8.2 Determination ofthe prospective short-circuit current

The a.c. component of the prospective current is taken as being equal to the r.m.s. value of
the a.c. component of the calibrat ion current (values corresponding to A2 of figure 7).
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Where applicable, the prospective short-circuit current shall be the average of the prospective
currents in all the phases .

9.12.9 Condition of the circuit-breaker for test

Circuit-br~akersshall be tested in free air according to 9.12 .9.1, unless they are designed for
use only In enclosures specifIed by the manufacturer or they are intended for use in individual
enclosures only, in which cases they shall be tested according to 9.12.9.2 or, with the
agreement of the manufacturer, according to 9.12 .9 .1 .

NOTE An individual enclosure is an enclosure designed to accept one device only.

The circuit-breaker shall be operated manually or by means of a test apparatus, simulating as
closely as possible the normal closing operation . ..

Care shall be taken that

- the test apparatus does not damage the circuit-breaker under test;

the free movement of the operating means of the circuit-breaker under test is not impeded;

the speed of the operating means of the test apparatus is not unduly affected by the
operating means of the circuit-breaker under test .

At the request of the manufacturer. in case of circuit-breakers with dependent manual
operation, the circuit-breaker shall be operated with an operating speed, during actuation, of
0,1 mls ± 25 %, this speed being measured where and when the operating means of the test
apparatus touches the operating means of the circuit-breaker under test . For rotary knobs the
angUlar velocity shall correspond substantially to the above conditions. referred to the speed
of the operating means (at its extremities) of the circuit-breaker under test .

9.12.9.1 Test in free air

The circuit-breaker under test is mounted as shown in figure H 1.

The polyethylene foil and the barrier of insulating material specified in annex H are placed as
shown in figure H.1 for 0 operations only.

The grid(s) specified in annex H shall be so positioned that the bulk of the emitted ionized
gases passes through the grid(s) . The grid(s) shall be placed in the most unfavourable
pos ition (s) .

NOTE If the pos ition of the vents is not obv ious. or if there are no vents. appropr iate information should be
provided by the manufacturer.

The grid circuit(s) (see figure H.3) shall be connecte~ to the points Band C according to the
test circuit diagrams of figures 3 to 6; for the test of smgle-pole circuit-breekers havmg a rated
voltage of 2301400 V the grid circuit(s) shall. however, be connected between phases, to the
points Band C ' according to the test circuit diagram of figure 3.

The resistor R ' shall have a resistance of 1,5 D. The copper wire F ' (see figure H.3) shall
have a length of 50 mm and a diameter of 0,12 mm for circuit-breakers having a rated voltage
of 230 V and 0,16 mm for circuit-breaker having a rated voltage of 400 V or 2301400 V.

For circuit-breakers having a rated voltage of 120 V or 120/240 V the resistor R ' shall have a
resistance of 0, 75 D and the copper wire shall have a diameter of 0,12 mm .

For test currents up to and including 1 500 A the distance "a" shall be 35 mm .
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For higher short-circuit currents up to len, the distance "a" may be increased, in which
case it shall be chosen from the series (40 - 45 - 50 - 55 - ...) mm and stated by the
manufacturer.

For test currents greater than 1 500 A any additional barriers or insulating means which allow
a shorter distance "a" shall also be stated by the manufacturer.

9.12.9.2 Test in enclosures

The test shall be performed with the circuit-breaker placed in an enclosure having the most
unfavourable configuration under the most unfavourable conditions. The grid and the barrier
of insulating material shown in figure H.1 are omitted.

NOTE This means that if other circuit-breakers (or other devices) are normally mounted in the direction(s) in
which the grid(s) would be placed, these circult-breakers (or other devices) should be install ed there. They should
be supplied as in normal use, but via F' and R' as defined in 9.12 .9.1, and connected as shown in the appropriate
figure (3, 4a, 4b, 5 or 6) .

In accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, barriers or other means, or adequate
clearances may be necessary to prevent ionized gases from affecting the installation.

The polyethylene foil as described in annex H is placed as shown in figure H.1 at a distance
of 10 mm from the operating means, for 0 operations only .

9.12.10 Behaviour ofthe circuit-breaker during short-circuit tests

During the operating sequence of 9.12.11 .2 or 9.12.11 .3 or 9.12.11 .4 the circuit-breaker shall
not endanger the operator and shall permit reclosing after the time t as specified in 9.12.11 .1,
without removing it from the test arrangement.

The polyethylene foil shall show no holes visible with normal or corrected vision without
additional magnification.

Furthermore, there shall be no permanent arcing, no flashover between poles or between
poles and frame, no melting of the fuse F and, where applicable, of the fuse F ~

9.12.11 Teat procedure

9.12.11.1 General

The test procedure consists of a sequence of operations.

Tha following symbols are used for defining the sequence of operations:

represents an opening operation;

represents a closing operation followed by an automatic opening;

represe.nts the time interv~1 between two successive short-circuit operations which shall
be 3 mm or such longer time as may be required by the thermal overcurrent release in
order to permit the reclosing of the circuit-breaker. This longer time shall be indicated
by tn« manufacturer.

Tha BCtua~ va/~e .of t shall be stated in the test report . If the sample does not allow reclosing
after the tim« mdlcated by the manufacturer it is considered as having failed the test.

Affar arc extinction, the recovery volt h II b thanage s a e maintained for a duration not less
0,1 s.

52 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

9.12.11 .2 Tests at reduced short-circuit currents

9.12.11.2.1 Test on all circuit-breakers

The additional impedances Z, (see 9.12.7.3) are adjusted so as to obta in a current of 500 A or
10 times In, whichever is the higher, at a power factor between 0,93 and 0,98.

Each of the protected poles of the circuit-breaker is subjected separately to 8 test in 8 circuit
the connections of Which are shown in figure 3.

The circuit-breaker is caused to open automatical/y nine times , the circuit being closed six
times by the auxiliary switch A and three times by the circuit-breaker itself.

The sequence of operations shall be

o - t - 0 - t - 0 ~ t - 0 - t - 0 - t- 0 - t - CO - t - CO - t - CO

For the test the aUXiliary switch A is synchronized with respect to the voltage wave so that the
six points of initiation for the opening operations are equal/y distributed over the half-wave
with a tolerance of ±5".

9.12.11.2.2 Short-circuit test on circuit-breakers rated 230 V, or 240 V or 230/400 V for
verifying their suitability for use in IT systems

The additional impedances Z 1 (see 9.12 .7 .3) are adjusted so 8S to obtain a current of 500 A
or 1,2 times the upper limit of the standard range of instantaneous tripping given in table 2,
whichever is the higher, but not exceeding 2 500 A, at a power factor between 0,93 and 0,98,
at a voltage 105 % of the rated voltage upper value .

For circuit-breakers having an instantaneous tripping value exceeding 20 In, the impedances
are adjusted as to obtain a current 1,2 times the upper limit of instantaneous tripping declared
by the manufacturer, the 2 500 A limitation being disregarded.

Single-pole circuit-breakers and each protected pole of multipole circuit-breakers are
subjected individually to a test in a circuit the connections of which are shown in figure 3,
where the connection N shall be replaced by a connection to a phase.

The sequence of operations shall be

O-t-CO

For the 0 operation on the first protected pole the auxiliary switch A is synchronised with respect
to the voltage wave so that the circuit is closed on the point 0" on the wave for this operation .

For the following 0 operations on the other protected poles to be tested (see C.2) this point is
shifted each time by 30" With respect to the point on wave of the previous test, with a
tolerance of ±S".

9.12.11.3 Test at 1 500 A

For circuit-breakers having a rated short-circuit capacity of 1 500 A, the test circuit is
calibrated according to 9.12.7. 1 and 9.12.7 .2, to obtain a current of 1 SOD A at a power factor
corresponding to this current according to table 17.

For circuit-breakers having a rated short-circuit capacity exceeding 1 SOO A, the test circuit is
calibrated according to 9.12.7.1 and 9.12.7. 3, at a power factor corresponding to 1 500 A,

according to table 17.
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Single-pole circuit-breakers are tested in a circuit, the diagram of which is shown in figure 3.

Two-pale circuit-breakers with one protected pole are tested in a circuit, the diagram of which
is shown in figure 4a .

Two-pole circuit-breakers with two protected poles are tested in a circuit, the diagram of
which is shown in figure 4b.

Threfrpo/e circuit-breakers and four-pole circuit-breakers with three protected poles are
tested in a circuit, the diagrams of which are shown in figures 5 and 6 respectively.

For three-pole circuit-breakers, no connection is made between the neutral of the supply and
the common point, if any, on the load side of the circuit-breaker.

For four-pale circuit-breakers with three protected poles, the neutral of the supply is
connected through the unprotected pole or the sWitched neutral pole to the common point on
the load side of the circuit-breaker.

If the neutral of a four-pole circuit-breaker is not marked by the manufacturer, the tests are
repeated with three new samples, using successively each pole as neutral in turn.

For the test of single-pole and two-pole circuit-breakers, the auxiliary switch A is synchronized
with respect to the voltage wave so that the six points of initiation are equally distributed over
the half-wave with a tolerance of ±5·.

The sequence of operations shall be as specified in 9.12.11.2, except for single-pole circuit
breakers of rated voltage 2301400 V. In that case only two CO operations are performed
following the six 0 operations; in addition these circuit-breakers are then tested by
performing simultaneously one 0 operation, one circuit-breaker being inserted in each
phase of the test circuit specified for three-pole circuit-breakers (figure 5), without
synchronization of the auxiliary switch establishing the short-circuit.

For three-pole and four-pole circuit-breakers, random point-on-wave testing is acceptable.

9.12.11.4 Test above 1500 A

9.12.11.4.1 Ratio k between service short-circuit capacity
and rated short-circuit capacity

The ratio k between the service short-circuit capacity and the rated short-circuit capacity shall
be in 8ccordance with table 1B.

Table 18 - Ratio k between service short-circuit capacity (lea)
and rated short-circuit capacity (len)

len k

len $6 000 A 1

6 000 A < len s 10 000 A 0.75"

len> 10 000 A 0,5"

a Minimum value of Its: 6 000 A

b Minimum value of Ie.: 1 500 A
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9.12.11 .4.2 Test at service short-circuit capacity (lea)

a) The test circuit is calibrated according to 9.12.7.1 and 9.12.7.3 . with a power factor in
accordance with table 17.

Three samples are tested in the relevant circuit specified in 9.12.11 .3 .

When the supply and load terminals of the circuit-breakers under test are not marked, two
of the samples are connected in one direction and the third sample in the reverse
direction.

b) For single-pole and two-pole circuit-breakers the sequence of operation is:

0- t- 0 - t- CO

For the 0 operations, the auxiliary switch A is synchronized with respect to the voltage
wave so that the circuit is closed on the point 0" on the wave for the 0 operation on the
first sample.

This point is then shifted by 45" for the second 0 operation on the first sample; for
the second sample, the two 0 operations shall be synchronized at 15" and 60" and for the
third sample at 30" and 75".

The synchronization tolerance shall be ±5".

For two -pole circuit-breakers, the same pole shall be used as reference for the purpose of
synchronization.

This test procedure is shown in table 19.

Table 19 - Test procedure for lea in the case of single- and two-pole circuit-breakers

S.mple
Oper.tlon

2 31

1 0(0") 0(15°) 0(30°)

2 0(45°) 0(60°) 0(75°)

3 CO CO co

c) For three-pole and four-pole circuit-breakers the sequence of operations is :

o - t - CO - t - CO

For the 0 operations, the auxiliary switch A is synchronized with respect to the voltage
wave so that the circuit is closed on any point (x") on the wave for the 0 operation on the
first sample. .

This point is then shifted by 60" for the 0 operation on the second sample and by a further
60" for the 0 operation on the third sample.

The synchronization tolerance shall be ±5" . The same pole shall be used as reference for
the purpose of synchronization for the different samples.

This test procedure is shown in table 20.

Table 20 - Test procedure for 'ea in the case of three- and four-pole clrcult-breakers

S.mple
Oper.tion

1 2 3

1 o (XO) o (xo+600) o (xo+1200)

2 CO CO CO

3 CO CO co
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d) For single-pole circuit-breakers of rated voltage 2301400 V an additional set of three
samples is tested in a circuit accordmg to figure 5.,

These samples are inserted one in each phase .of the test circuit, without synchronization
of the auxiliary switch A establishing the short-circuit.

No connection shall be made between the neutral of the supply and the common point on
the load side of the circuit-breakers.

The test procedure is shown in table 21.

NOTE During this test the /2, values need not be measured.

Table 21 - Test procedure for 'es in the case of three-phase tests
for single-pole circuit-breakers of rated voltage 230/400 V

Sample
Operation

1 2 3

1 0 0 0

2 - CO 0

3 CO - CO

4 CO CO -

9.12.11.4.3 Test at rated short-circuit capacity (len)

a) The test circuit is calibrated according to 9.12.7.1 and 9.12.7.2.

Three samples are tested in the relevant circuit specified in 9.12.11 .3.

When the supply and load terminals of the circuit-breakers under test are not marked, two
of the samples are connected in one direction and the third sample in the reverse
direction .

The sequence of operations is

0- t - CO

For the 0 operations, the auxiliary switch A is synchronized with respect to the voltage
wave so that the circuit is closed on the point 15" on the wave for the 0 operation on the
first sample .

This point is then shifted by 30" for the 0 operation of the second sample and by further
30" for the 0 operation of the third sample .

The synchronization tolerance shall be ±5".

For multipole. circuit-breakers the same pole shall be used as reference for the purpose of
syncnronizetion.

The test procedure is shown in table 22.

Table 22 - The test procedure for len

Operation Sample

1 2 3
1 o (15·) o (45·) o (7S·)
2 CO CO CO
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b) For single-po le circuit-breakers of rated voltage 2301400 V. an eoaitions! set of four
samples is tested in a circuit according to figure 5

Three of these samples are inserted one In each phase of the test circuit. wnnout
synchronization of the auxiliary switch A establishing the short-circuit .

No connection shall be made between the neutral of the supply and the common point on
the load side of the circuit-breakers .

The test procedure is shown in table 23.

After the second 0 operation of the sample shown as No. 1 in table 23 this sample shall
be replaced by the fourth sample.

NOTE Dur ing th is lest the / 2( values need not be measured .

Table 23 - Test procedure for len in the case of three-phase tests for single-pole clrcult
breakers of rated voltage 230/400 V

Operation
Sample

1 2 3 4

1 0 0 0 -
2 0 CO - -
3 - - CO 0

9.12.12 Verification of the circuit-breaker after short-circuit tests

9.12.12.1 Verifications after the tests at reduced short-circuit currents, at 1 500 A and
at service short-circuit capacity

After the tests according to 9.12.11 .2 , 9.12.11 .3 or 9.12.114.2. the circuit-breakers shall
show no damage impairing their further use and shall, without maintenance, withstand the
following tests .

a) Leakage current across open contacts, according to 9.7.6 .3 .

b) Dielectric strength tests according to 9.7.3, carried out between 2 hand 24 h after the
short-circuit tests at a voltage of 500 V less than the value prescribed in 9.7.5 and without
previous humidity treatment.

During these tests, after the test carried out under the conditions specified in item a) of 9.7 .2.
it shall be verified that the indicating means show the open position and during the test
carried out under the conditions specified in item b) of 9.7.2 the indicating means shall show
the closed position.

c) Moreover, after the test of 9. 12.11 .3 or 9.12.11.4.2, the circuit-breakers shall not trip wf;en
a current equal to 0,85 times the conventional non-tripping current is passed through all
poles for the conventional time, starting from cold .

At the end of this verification the current is steadily increased, within 5 s, to 1,1 times the
conventional tripping current.

The circuit-breakers shall trip within the conventional time .
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9.12.12.2 Verifications after the short-circuittest at rated short-circuit capacity

After the tests according to 9.12.11.4.3, the polyet~yle~e foil shall s~o~ no holes visible with
normal or corrected vision without additional magnifIcation and the circuit-breekers shall show
no damage impairing their further use and shall, without maintenance, withstand the following
tests:

a) Leakage current across open contacts, according to 9.7.6.3.

b) Dielectric strength tests according to 9.7.3, carried out between 2 hand 24 h after the
short-circuit tests at a voltage of 900 V and without previous humidity treatment.

During these tests, after the test carried out under the conditions sp.e.cifiedin item. a) of 9.7.2,
it shall be verified that the indicating means show the open POSItIon, and durtng the test
carried out under the conditions specified in item b) of 9.7.2 the indicating means shall show
the closed position.

c) Moreover the circuit-breakers shall trip within the time corresponding to the test c of
table 7 when a current equal to 2,8 In is passed through all poles, the lower time limit
being 0,1 s instead of 1 s.

The sample shown as number 1 in table 23 is not SUbjected to the verification of this
subclause, but it shall nevertheless comply with the requirements of 9. 12. 10.

9.13 Mechanical stresses

9.13.1 Mechanical shock

9.13.1.1 Test device

The circuit-breaker is SUbjected to mechanical shocks using an apparatus as shown in
figure 8.

A wooden base A is fixed to a concrete block and a wooden platform B is hinged to base A.
This platform carries a wooden board C, which can be fixed at various distances from the
hinge and in two vertical positions.

The end of board B bears a metal stop-plate D which rests on a coiled spring having a
constant c of 25 Nlmm.

The circuit-breaker is secured to the vertical board in such a way that the distance of the
horizontal axis of the sample is 180 mm from the platform, the vertical board being in turn so
fixed that the distance of the mounting surface is 200 mm from the hinge, as shown in the
figure 8.

On the surface C, opposite the mounting surface of the circuit-breaker, a supplementary mass
IS fixed so that the static force on the metal stop-plate is 25 N in order to ensure that the
moment of inertia of the complete system is substantially constant.

9.13.1.2 Test procedure

With the circuit-breaker in the closed position, but not connected to any electrical source, the
platform is lifted at its free end and then allowed to fall 50 times from a height of 40 mm, the
mterval between consecutive falls being such that the sample is allowed to come to rest.

The circ~it-breaker is then secured to the opposite side of the vertical board C and the
platform IS allowed to fa/l 50 times as before.

After this test, the vertical board is turned through 90' about its vertical axis and if necessary,
reposItioned so that the vertical axis of symmetry of the circuit-breaker is 200 mm tram the hinge.
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The platform is then allowed to fall 50 times as before, with the circUit-breaker on one side of
the vertical board, and 50 times with the circuit-breaker on the opposite side

Before each change of position, the circuit-breaker is manually opened and closed

During the tests, the circuit-breaker I$hall not open.

9.13.2 Resistance to mechanical stresses and impact

Compliance is checked on those exposed parts of the circuit-breaker mounted as for normal
use (see note to 8.1.6), which may be subjectea to mechanical impact in normal use, by the
test of 9. 13.2.1 for all types of circuit-breakers and, in addition. by the tests specified in'

9.13.2.2 for screw-in type circuit-breakers;

9.13.2.3 for circuit-breakers intended to be mounted on a rail and for all types of plug-in
circuit-breakers designed for surface mounting;

9.13.2.4 for plug-in type circuit-breakers. the holding in position of which depends solely
on their connections.

Circuit-breakers only intended to be totally enclosed are not submitted to this test

9.13.2.1 The samples are SUbjected to blows by means of an impact-test apparatus as
shown in figures 10 to 14.

The head of the striking element has a hemispherical face of radius 10 mm and is of
polyamide having a Rockwell hardness of HR 100.

The striking element has a mass of (150 ± 1) g and is rigidly fixed to the lower end of a steel
tube with an external diameter of 9 mm and a wall thickness of 0.5 mm, which is pivoted at ItS
upper end in such a way that it swings only in a vertical plane.

The axis of the pivot is (1 000 ± 1) mm above the axis of the striking element.

For determining the Rockwell hardness of the polyamide of the head of the striking element,
the fol/owing conditions apply:

- diameter of the ball:

- initial load:

- overload:

(12.7 ± 0.0025) mm,

(100 ± 2) N;

(500 ± 2.5) N
NOTE 1 Additional information concerning the determination of the Rockwell hardness of plastics is gIven In
ISO 2039-2.

The design of the test apparatus is such that a force of between 1.9 Nand 2,0 N has to be
applied to the face of the striking element to maintain the tube in the horizontal position.

Surface-type circuit-breakers are mounted on a sheet of plywood. 8 mm thick and 175 mm
square, secured at its top and bottom edges to a rigid bracket. which is part of the mounting
support. as shown in figure 12.

The mounting support shall have a mass of (10 ± 1) kg and shall be mounted on a rigId frame
by means of pivots..

The frame is fixed to a solid wal/.

Flush-type circuit-breakers are mounted in a device as shown in figure 13, which in turn is
fixed to the mounting support shown in figure 12.

Panel board type circuit-breakers are mounted in a device as shown in figure 14. whIch in turn
is fixed to the mounting support shown in figure 12.
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Plug-in type circuit-breakers are mounted complete with the appropriate means for the Plug-in
nnection which means are fixed on the sheet of plywood for the surface-type, or In the

~~vice acdording to figure 13 for the flush-type or figure 14 for the panel-board-type, as

applicable.

Screw-in type circuit-breakers are mounted in their appropriate base which is fixed to a
mounting plate made of a plywood sheet, 8 mm thick and 175 mm square.

Circuit-breakers for screw fixing are fixed by means of screws.

Circuit-breakers for rail mounting are mounted on their appropriate rai/ .

Circuit-breakers intended both for screw fixing and for rail mounting shall be fixed with screws
for the tests .

The design of the test apparatus is such that

_ the sample can be moved horizontally and turned about an axis perpendicular to the
surface of the plywood;

- the plywood can be turned about a vert ical axis .

The circuit-breaker is mounted on the plywood or on the appropriate device as for normal use ,
with covers, if any, so that the point of impact lies in the vertical plane through the axis of the
pivot of the pendulum.

Cable entries which are not provided with knock-outs are left open . If they are provided with
knock-outs, two of them are opened.

Before apply ing the blows , fixing screws of bases, covers and the like are tightened with a
torque equal to two-th irds of that specified in table 10.

The striking element is allowed to fall from a height of 10 cm onto surfaces which are exposed
when the circuit-breaker is mounted as for normal use. .

The height of fall is the vertical distance between the position of a checking point when the
pendulum is released and the position of that point at the moment of impact.

The check ing point is marked on the surface of the striking element where the line through the
point of intersection of the axis of the steel tube of the pendulum and that of the striking
element, and perpendicular to the plane through both axes, meets the surface.

NOTE 2 Theoretically, the centre of grav ity of the striking element should be the checking point. As the centre of
gravity is diff icult to determine. the check ing point is chosen as specified above .

Each circuit-breaker is subjected to ten blows, two of them being applied to the operating
means and the remainder being evenly distributed over the parts of the sample likely to be
SUbjected to impacts.

The blows are not applied to knock-out areas or to any openings covered by transparent material.

In general, one blow is applied on each lateral side of the sample after it has been turned as
far as possible, but not through more than 60', about a vertical axis, and two blows are
applied, each approximately midway between the blows on a lateral side and the blows on the
operating means .

The remaining blows are then applied in the same way, after the sample has been turned
through 90' about that of its axes which is perpendicular to the plywood.

If cable entries or knock-outs are provided, the sample is so mounted that the two lines of
blows are as nearly as poss ible eqUidistant from these entries .
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!'wo blows shall be .applied on the operating means as follows : one when the operating means
IS In the closed position and the other when it is in the open position .

Afte~ the test the s~mples shall show no damage within the mean ing of this standard. In
particular covers wnicn, when broken, make live parts accessible or impair the further use of
the circuit-breaker, operating means, linings and barriers of inSUlating material and the like ,
shall not show such damage.

In case of doubt, i t shall be verified that removal and replacement of external parts, such as
enclosures and covers, is possible without these parts or their lining being damaged.

NOTE 3 Damage to the appearance, small dents v.tlich do not reduce the creepage distances or clearances below
the values specified in 8 .1.3 and small chips v.tlich do not adversely affect the protection against electric shock .r.
neglected .

9.13.2.2 Screw-in type circuit-breakers are screwed home in an appropriate base, a torque
of 2,5 Nm being applied for 1 min .

After the test the sample shall show no damage impairing its further use .

9.13.2.3 Circuit-breakers designed to be mounted on a rail are mounted as for normal use,
but without cables being connected and without any cover or coverplete, on a rail rig idly fixed
on a vert ical rig id wall.

Plug-in circuit-breakers designed for surface mounting are mounted complete with the
appropriate means for the plug-in connection but without cables being connected and without
any cover-plate.

A downward vertical force of50 N is applied without jerks for 1 min on the forward surface of
the circuit-breaker, immediately followed by an upward vertical force of 50 N for 1 min (see
figure 15) .

During this test, the circuit-breaker shall not become loose and after the test the circuit 
breaker shall show no damage impairing its further use .

9.13.2.4 Plug-in type circuit-breakers, the holding in position of which depends solely on
their connections, are mounted, complete with the appropriate plug-in base but without cables
being connected and without any cover-plate, on a vert ical rigid wall .

A force of 20 N is applied to the circuit-breaker portion at a point equidistant between the
plug -in connections, without jerks for 1 min (see figure 17).

During this test the circuit-breaker portion shall not become loose and shall not move from the
base portion and after the test both portions shall show no damage impairing their further use

9.14 Test of resistance to heat

9.14.1 The samples, without removable covers, if any, are kept for 1 h in a heating cabinet
at a temperature of (100 ± 2) ·C; removable covers, i f any, are kept for 1 h In the heating
cabinet at a temperature of (70 ± 2) ·C .

During the test the samples shall not undergo any change i'!'pairing their further use and
sealing compound, i f any, shall no t flow to such an extent that tive parts are exposed.

After the test and after the samples have been allowed to cool down to apprOXimately room
temperature, there shall be no access to live parts which are normally not eccessibie when
the samples are mounted as for normal use , even if the standard test finger IS applIed With a
force not exceeding 5 N.
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After the test, markings shall still be legible.

Discoloration blisters or a slight displacement of the sealing compound are disregarded,
provided that' safety is not impaired within the meaning of this standard.

9 14.2 External circuit-breaker parts made of insulating material necessary to retain in
p~sition current-carrying parts and parts of the protective circuit are subjected to 8 ball
pressure test by means of the apparatus shown in figure 16 except that, where applicable, the
inSUlating parts necessary to retain in posit ion the terminals for protective conductors in a box
shall be tested as specified in 9.14.3 .

The part to be tested is placed on a steel support with the appropriate surface in the
horizontal position and a steel ball of 5 mm diameter is pressed against this surface with a
force of 20 N.

The test is made in a heating cabinet at a temperature of (125 ± 2) ·C.

After 1 n, the ball is removed from the sample which is then cooled down within 10 s to
approximately room temperature by immersion in cold water.

The diameter of the impression caused by the ball is measured and shall not exceed 2 mm.

9.14.3 External circuit-breaker parts made of insulating material not necessary to retain in
position current-carrying parts and parts of the protective circuit, even though they are in
contact with them, are subjected to a ball-pressure test in accordance with 9.14.2, but the test
is made at a temperature of (70 ± 2) ·C, or (40 ± 2) ·C plus the highest temperature rise,
determined for the relevant part during the test of 9. B, whichever is the higher.

NOTE 1 For the purpose of the tests of 9.14.2 and 9 .14.3, bases of surface-type circuit-breakers are considered
a. extem.1parts .

NOTE 2 The tests of 9.14.2 and 9 .14 .3 are not made on parts of ceramic material.

NOTE 3 If~ or more of the inSUlating parts referred to In 9 .14 .2 and 9 .14 .3 are made of the same material , the
te.t according to 9.14 .2 or 9.14.3, as applicable, is carr ied om on only one of these parts.

9.15 Resistance to abnormal heat and to fire (glow-wire test)

The glow-wire test is performed in accordance with Clauses 4 to 10 of IEC 60695-2-10 under
the following conditions:

- for ~xternal parts of circuit-breakers made of inSUlating material necessary to retain in
posItIon current-carrying parts and parts of the protective circuit, by the test made at a
temperature of (960 ± 15) ·C ;

- for all other external parts made of insulating material, by the test made at a temperature
of (650 ± 10) ·C ,

NOTE 1 The gl,ow.-~re test is applied to ensure that an electrically heated test wire under defined test conditions
does not cause I~nition of Insulat ing pa~~, or to ensure that a part of inSUlating material , which might be ignited by
the heated test WIre under defined conditions, has a limited time to bum withom spreading fi re by flame or burning
parts or droplets falling down from the tested part.

NOTE 2 For the purpose of this test , bases of surface-Iype circuit-breakers are considered as external parts .

NOTE 3 The test is not made on parts of ceramic material.

NOTE 4 If a, number of inSUlating parts is made of the same material, the test is carried om only on one of these
parts , accordIng to the appropriate glow-wire test temperature.

The test is made on one sample .

In case of dOUbt, the test is repeated on two further samples.
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The test is made by applying the glow-wire once

The sample shall be positioned dUring the test in the most unfavourable position of its
intended use (with the surface tested in a vertical position).

The tip of the glow-wire shall be applied to the specified surface of the test sample taking into
account the conditions of intended use under which a heated or glowing element may come
into contact with the sample.

The sample is regarded as having passed the glow-wire test if

- there is no visible flame and no sustained glowing.

- flames and glowing on the sample extinguish themselves within 30 s after the removal of
the glow-wire.

There shall be no ignition of the tissue paper or scorching of the pinewood board.

9.16 Test of resistance to rusting

All grease is removed from the parts to be tested by immersion in a cold chemical degreaser
such as methyl-chloroform or refined petrol. for 10 min. The parts are then immersed for
10 min in a 10 % solution of ammonium chloride in water at a temperature of (20 :t 5) ·C

Without drying. but after shaking off any drops. the parts are placed for 10 min in a box
containing air saturated with moisture at a temperature of (20 :t 5) ·C.

After the parts have been dried for 10 min in a heating cabinet at a temperature of
(100 ± 5) ·C. their surfaces shall show no signs of rust.

NOTE 1 Traces of rust on sharp edges and any yellowish film removable by rubbing are ignored.

For small springs and the like and for inaccessible parts exposed to abrasion, a layer of
grease may provide sufficient protection against rusting. Such parts are only SUbjected to the
test if there is a doubt as to the effectiveness of the grease film, and in such a case the test is
made without previous removal of the grease.

NOTE 2 When using the liquid specified for the test, adequate precautions should be taken to prevent inhalation
of the vapour.

Figure 1 - Thread forming tapping screw (3.3.22)

Figure 2 - Thread cutting tapping screw (3.3.23)
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NOTE For the key to figures 3 to 6 see figure 6.

Figure 3 - Single pole circuit-breaker

Figure 4a - Two-pole circuit-breaker with one protected pole

F
0,25 m conduc1Dr'

0,50 m conduc1or'

Figure 4b - Two-pole circuit-breaker with two protected poles

64 



ISilEe 608-.1 : 2002

F

G
T1ww pole Iflo".Udl c:ifI:luIt~
Of cifalIt4ll .....

0.25 "' conductor"0.50 mconductor"

z
z
z

s

Figure 5 - Three-pole circuit-breaker (or three single-pole circuit-breakers)
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Figure 6 - Four-pole circuit-breaker

Key

S " supply source

N " neulral

Z " impedances fo r adjusting the current to the rated short -circuit capacity

Z1 " Impedances for adjusting the test to values lower than the rated sho rt-c ircu it capacity

R1 .. resistors

E " enclosure or support

A" auxiliary switch synchronized with to the voltage _ve

NOTE In figures 3 and 4a. A may also be a single-pole swi1ch.

G" negligible impedance connection for circu it calibration

R2 .. resistor 0.5 n
F .. copper IMre

P " selector sIMtch

B. C and C' : points of connection of the shown in annex H (see 9.12 .9.1)

• According to table 4 (see 9.12 .4)

Figure 3 to 6 - Test circuits for short-circuit tests
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Current

Current

a) "Calibration of circuit

Al =Prospective peak making current

=Prospective symmetrical breaking
current (r.m .s. value)

B
1-- = Applied voltage (r.m .s . value)

2./2 (see 3.5.7)

b) = 0 or CO operation

A2-- "Breaking capacity (r.m.s. value)
2./2

Al = Making capacity (peak value)

B2 " Recovery voltage (r.m .s. value)
2./2 (see 3.5 .8)

NOTE The amplitude of the voltage trace, after initiation of the test current, varies according to the relative
positions of the closing device, the adjustable impedances, and the voltage sensing devices, and according to the
test diagrllm.

Figure 7 - Example of short-circuit making or breaking test record in the case of
a single-pole device on single phase a.e.
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'" - Sample
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Conctele block

Consecutive test positions

Dimension. In mill/me"...

Figure 8 - Mech.nlc.1 .hock te.t .pp.r8tu. (9.13.1)
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Section
A-A 60B
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<, Insulating malerial

Handle

/ Slop plale,..--__-'----j--L----7i

Section C-C

-<t.

DetailX
(Example)

_ Chamfer all edges

Part 3 Part 2

View on back side

Part 1

Oimensions in millimetres

-~-

Tolerances on dimensions wilhoul spec ific lolerance

on angles O.
- 10

on linear dimensions:

up te 25 mm 0
-0,05

over 25 mm: :1:0.2

Material of finger: e.g. heal-Irealed steel

Both joints of this finge r may be bent thro ugh an angle 01 90' +10·, but in the one and same direction only .
o

Using Ihe pin and groove solulion is only one of the poss ible approaches in orde r to limit the bend ing ang le to 90' .
For Ihis reason dimensions and lolerances of Ihese details are not given in the drawing . The actual des ign must
ensure 190' bending angle with a 0 to +10' tolerance.

Figure 9 - Standard test finger (9.6)
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Figure 10 - Mechanical impact test apparatus (9.13.2)
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Figure 11 - Striking element for pendulum for mechanical impact test apparatus (9.13.2)
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Key

1 Main support of mass (10 :t 1) kg

2 Pivots for rotation about a vertical axe

3 Mounting plate (of wood for surface-type: lor the other types . see figures 13 and 14

4 Clamps to permit horizontal movement

Figure 12 - Mounting support for mechanical Impact teat (9.13.2)
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Key

1 Interchangeable steel plate with a thickness of 1 mm

2 Aluminium plates with a thickness of 8 mm

3 Mounting plate

4 Rail for circuit·breakers designed for rail mounting

5 Cut·out for the circuit-breaker in the steel plate

a) the distance between the edges of the cut-out and the faces of the circuit-breaker shall be between 1 mm
and 2 mm

b) the height of the aluminium plates shall be such that the steel plate rests on the supports of the circuit.
breaker or. if the circuit-breaker has no such support, the distance from live parts. which are to be
protected by an additional cover plate. to be on the underside of the steel, is 8 mm.

Figure 13 - Example of mounting for a rear fixed circuit-breaker
for mechanical impact test (9.13 .2)
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Dimens ions in mll1ime t,es

Key

1 Interchangeable steel plate with a thickness of 1,5 mm

2 Aluminium plates with a thickness of 8 mm

3 Mounting plate

4 Cut-out for the circui t -breaker in the steel plate

NOTE In particular cases the dimensions may be increased.

Figure 14 - Example of mounting of a panel board type circuit-breaker
for mechanical impact test (9.13.2)
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Figure 15 - Application of force for mechanical test on
a rail-mounted circuit-breaker (9.13.2.3)
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Figure 16 - Ball-pressure test apparatus
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Figure 17 - Example of application of force for mechanical test on two-pole plug-In
circuit-breaker, the holding in position of which depends solely on the plug-In

connections (9.13.2.4)

75
 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

Annex A
(informative)

Determination of short-circuit power factor

There is no method by which the short-circuit power factor can be determined ~ith .precision,
but for the purpose of the present standard the power factor of the test circuit may be
determined by one of the following methods:

Method 1 - Determination from d.c. component

The angle, may be determined from the curv~ o~ the d.c. ~omponent of the asymm~trical
current wave between the instant of the short-Circuit and the Instant of contact separation as

follows:

a) The formula for the d.c. component is:

id =fda ' e -RlIL

where:

i
d

is the value of the d.c. component at the instant t ;

fda is the value of the d.c. component at the instant taken as time origin;

UR is the t ime-constant of the circuit, in seconds;

t is the time, in seconds, taken from the initial instant;

e is the base of Napierian logarithms

The time-constant UR can be ascertained from the above formula as follows:

• measure the value of fda at the instant of short-c ircuit and the value of id at another
instant t before contact separation ;

• determine the value of e-RtlL by dividing id by fda;

• from a table of values of e-x, determine the value of -x corresponding to the ratio iifdo

• the value x represents RtIL, from which UR is obtained .

b) Determine the angle, from:

, =arc tg cd..JR

where (l) is 2 It times the actual frequency .

This method should not be used when the currents are measured by current transformers.

Method 2 - Determination with pifot generator

When a pilot generator is used on the same shaft as the test generator, the voltage of the
pilot generator on the oscillogram may be compared in phase first with the voltage of the test
generator and then with the current of the test generator.

The difference between the phase angles between pilot generator voltage and main generator
voltage on the one hand and pilot generator voltage and test generator current on the other
hand gives the phase angle between the voltage and current of the test generator, from which
the power factor can be determined .
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Annex B
(normative)

Determination of clearances and creepage distances

In determining clearances and creepage distances, it is recommended that the following
points be considered.

If a clearance or creepage distance is influenced by one or more metal parts, the sum of the
sections should have at least the prescribed minimum value.

Individual sections less than 1 mm in length should not be taken into consideration in the
calculation of the total length of clearances and creepage distances.

In determining creepage distances:

- grooves at least 1 mm wide and 1 mm deep should be measured along their contour;

- grooves having any dimension less than these dimensions should be neglected;

- ridges at least 1 mm high:

• are measured along their contour, if they are integral parts of a component of
insulating material (for instance by moulding, welding or cementing);

• are measured along the shorter of the two following paths: along the joint or along the
profile of the ridge, if the ridges are not integral parts of a component of insulating
material.

The application of the foregoing recommendations is illustrated by the following figures

- figures 8.1 a, 8.1 band 8.1 c indicate the inclusion or exclusion of a groove in a creepage
distance;

- figures 8.1 d and 8.1 e indicate the inclusion or exclusion of a ridge in a creepage distance;

- figure 8.1 f indicates the consideration of the joint when the ridge is formed by an inserted
insulating barrier, the outside profile of which is longer than the length of the joint;

- figures 8.2a, 8.2b, 8.2c and 8.2d illustrate how to determine the creepage distance in the
case of fixing means situated in recesses in insulating parts of insulating material
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Figure B.1a

c

Figure B.1c

'Flgure B.1e

Dimensions in millimetres

c c

c

Figure B.1b

Figure B.1d

A

Figure B.H

c

c

c

Figure B.1 - Illustrations of the application of the recommendations
for creepage distances
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Figure B.2a

~1

Figure B.2c

Dimensions In millimetres

F c

<1

Figure B.2b

Figure B.2d

F

F

c

c

Figure B.2 - Illustrations of the application of the recommendations
for creepage distances
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Annex C
(normative)

Number of samples to be submitted and test sequences to be applied
for verification of conformity (13.5 of ISOIIEC Guide 2:1991)

NOTE The verification may be made:
_ by the manufacturer for the purpose of supplier's declaration of conformity (13.5 .1 of ISO/IEC Guide 2:1991) , or

_ by an independent body for the purpose of certification (13.5.2 of ISOIIEC Guide 2:1991) .
Ac:<:ording to the terminology of ISOIIEC Guide 2. the term "certification" can be used for the second case only .

C.1 Test sequences

The tests are made according to table C.1 where the tests in each sequence are carried out in

the order indicated.

Table C.1 - Test sequences

Test Clause or Test (or inspection)
sequence subclause

A 6 Marking

8.1.1 General

8.1.2 Mechanism

9.3 Indelibility of marking

8.1.3 Clearances and creepage distances (external parts only)

8.1.6 Non-interchangeability

9.4 Reliability of screws, current-carrying parts and connections

9.5 Reliability of screw-type terminals for external conductors

9.8 Protection against electric shock

8.1.3 Clearances and creepage distances (internal parts only)

9.14 Resistance to heat

9.15 Resistance to abnormal heat and to fire

9.16 Resistance to rusting

B 9.7 Dielectric properties

9.8 Tem~rature rise

9.9 28-day test

9.11 Mechanical and electrical endurance

C, 9.12.11.2.1 Performance at reduced short-circuit currents

C
9.12 .12 Verification of the elreult-breaker after short -circuit tests

9.12.11.2.2 ~hort-circuit test for verifying tl\e suitability of circuit-breakers for use

C2
In IT systems

9.12.12
Verification of the circuit-breaker after short-circuit tests

Do 9.10 Tripping characteristic

0 9.13 Resistance to mechanical shock and impact

01 9.12.11.3 and Short-circuit pertormance at 1 500 A

9.12.12 Verification of circuit-breaker after short-circuit tests

El 9.12.11....2 and Service short-circuit capacity (lcs)

E
9.12.12 Verification of circuit-breaker after short-circuit tests

E2 9.12.11.4.3 and Performance at rated short-circuit capacity (lcn)

9.12.12 VerifIcation of circuit-breaker after short-circuit tests

NOTE \/\11th the agreement of the manufadurer the same samples may be used for more than one test sequence .
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C.2 Number of samples to be submitted for full test procedure and
acceptance criteria

If only one rating (i .e. one set of rated quantities, see 5.2) of one type (number of poles ,
instantaneous tripping) of circuit-breaker is submitted for test, the number of samples to be
submitted to the different test sequences are those indicated in table C.2 in which the
acceptance criteria are given.

If all the samples submitted according to the second column of table C.2 pass the tests.
compliance with the standard is met. If on ly the minimum number given in the third column
passes the tests, additional samples as shown in the fourth column shall be tested and shall
satisfactorily complete the test sequence.

For circuit-breakers having more than one rated current, two separate sets of circuit-breakers
shall be submitted to each test sequence: one set adjusted at the maximum rated current, the
other set at the minimum rated current. In add ition one sample of all other rated currents shall
be submitted for test sequence Do of table C.1.

Table C.2 - Number of samples for full test procedure

Minimum number of Number of aampl.aTest sequence Number of samples samples wh ich shall pass for repeated t.ats cthe tests a b

A 1 1 -
B 3 2 3

l c, 3 2e 3
C

I C2
f 3 2e 3

0 3 2e 3

E, 3+4 d 2 e + 2 d.e 3+4 d

E, 3+4 d 2 e + 3 d.e 3+4 d

• In lotal, a maximum or two lesl sequences may be repea led.

b II is assumed Ihal a sample which has nol passed a lesl has nol mellhe requiremenls due 10 workmansh ip or
assembly defecls which are nol represenlalive of Ihe design .

c In Ihe case of repealed tests , all resulls shall be acceplable .

d Supplementary samples in Ihe case of single-pole circuit-breakers ral ed 2301400V or 2401415 V (see lable 1).

e All samples shall meellhe lesl requ iremenls of 9.12 .10. 9.12.11.2. 9.12 .11 .3 and 9.12 .11.4. as appropriate .

r For th is sequence read ·number of prolected pcles" insl ead or ·number or samples" .
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C.3 Number of samples to be submitted for simplified test procedure

This clause applies when submitting simultaneously a range of circuit -breakers of the same
fundamental design.

C.3.1 For a series of circuit-breakers of the same fundamental design, the number of
samples to be tested may be reduced accord ing to C.3.2 and C.3.3.

For subsequent additions (e.g. further values of rated currents , different classification of
instantaneous tripping, different number of poles) to such a ser ies of circuit-breakers the
same reductions apply.

NOTE When a series of circuit-breakers presenting minor variations with respect to an already approved series of
circuit-breakers is submitted to type tests , a further reduction of the number of samples and tests may be agreed
upon.

Circuit-breakers can be considered to be of the same fundamental design if the follOWing
conditions are met:

- they have the same basic design;

- they have the same external physical dimensions per pole ;

- the materials , finish and dimensions of the internal current carrying parts are identical,
other than the variations given in a) below;

- the terminals are of similar design, (see d) below);

- the contact size, material , configuration and method of attachment are identical;

- the manual operating mechanisms (materials and physical characteristics) are identical;

- the moulding and insulating materials are identical;

- the method, materials and construct ion of the arc extinction device are identical;

- the basic design of the overcurrent tripping device is identical, other than the variations
given in b) below;

- the basic design of the instantaneous tripping device is identical, other than the variations
given in c) below;

- their voltage rating is intended for the same type of distribution circuit (see table 1);

- multipole circuit-breakers are either composed of single-pole circuit-breakers or built up
fr~m the same components as the single-pole circuit-breakers, haVing the same overall
dimensions per pole, with the exception of external barriers between poles .

The following variations are permitted :

a) cross-sect ional areas of the internal current-carrying connections;

b) dimensions and material of the overcurrent tripping device ;

c) number of turns and cross-sectional area of the operating coil of the instantaneous
tripping device;

d) dimensions of term inals.
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C.3.2 For circu it-breakers having the same instantaneous tripping classification according
to 4.5 the number of samples to be tested may be reduced, according to table C.3

Table C.3 - Reduction of samples for series of clrcuit·breakers having
different numbers of poles

Test Number of samples depending on number of po'" •
sequence One poleb Two poles' Three pole. d Four pole.·

A 1 max imum rated current 1 maximum 1 maximum 1 muimum

rated current g. I rated current I rated current I

B 3 maximum rated current 3 maximum rated current 9 3 maximum rated 3 maximum rated current
current

C, 3 max imum rated current 3 maximum rated current 9 3 maximum rated 3 maximum rated current
current

C 3 max imum rated current 2 maximum rated current 1 maximum rated 1 muimum rated current
for 2 protected poles, or current

C2
3 maximum rated current
for one protected pole

00+ 01 3 max imum rated current 3 maximum rated current h 3 maximum rated 3 maximum rated current
current

DO
1 of all other rated
currents

3+4 f maximum rated 3 maximum rated current 3 maximum rated 3 muimum ratad current
current

3 minimum rated current
current

3 minimum rated currentE1
3+4 f minimum rated 3 minimum rated
current current

3+4 f maximum rated 3 maximum rated current 3 maximum rated 3 muimum rated current
current cur rent

3 minimum rated currentE2 3 minimum rated current
3+4 f minimum rated 3 minimum rated
current current

a If a test is to be repeated according to the acceptance criteria of C.2, a naw sat of sample. is used for the
relevant test sequence. In repeated tests all results shall be satisfactory.

b If only multipole circuit-breakers are submitted, this column applies to the set of samples having the smallest
number of poles (instead of the relevant column) .

c Appl icable to two -pole circu it-breakers whether with two protected poles or with one protected pole .

d This series is omitted when four-pole circuit-breakers are also tested.

e Also applicable to circuit-breakers with three protected poles and a neutral pole .

I Supplementary samples in case of single-pole circuit-breakers of 5.3.1.4.

9 This test sequence is omitted when three -pole or four-pole circuit-breakers have been tested.

h This test sequence shall be omitted for two-pole circuit breakers with two protected poles , when three-pole or
four-pole circuit-breakers have been tested.

i When mUltipole circuit-breakers are submitted , a maximum of four screw-type terminals for ..ternal conducto rs
are subjected to the tests of 9 .5, i.e . two supply and two load termmals.
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C.3.3 For an additional series of circuit-breakers of the same fundamental design as
described in C.3.1 but of a different instantaneous tripping classification according to 4.5 the
test sequences to be applied may be limited to those given in table CA, the number of
samples being those given in table C.3.

Table C.4 - Test sequences for a series of circuit-breakers
being of different instantaneous tripping classifications

Circuit-breaker type· SUbsequent test sequences for circuit-breakers of

tested first S-type C·type O·type

B-type - (Do + 0,) + E (Do + 0,) + E

C-type Do. + B • (Do + 0,) + E

D-type Do. + B· Do. + B· b -
• For these test sequences only the tests of 9.8 and 9.' 0.2 are required .

b When certification is requested at the same time for B-type, C-type and D-type circuit-breakers
having the same rated shert-eireun capacity, only test sequence Do is required if B-type and D-type
samples have been tested.
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Annex 0
(informative)

Co-ordination under short-circuit conditions between a circuit-breaker
and another short-circuit protective device (SCPO)

associated in the same circuit

0.1 Introduction

To ensure co-~rdi~ation un~er sho.rt-circuit conditions between a circuit-breaker (Cl) and
another short-circuit protective device (SCPO) associated with it in the same circuit it is
necessary to consider the characteristics of each of the two devices as well as their beh~viour
as an association.

NOTE An SCPO may incorporate additional protective means, for example overload rele8S8S.

The SCPO may consist of a fuse (or a set of fuses) - see figure 0 .1 - or another circuit
breaker (C2) (see figures 0 .2 and 0.3).

The comparison of the ind ividual operating characteristics of each of the two associated
devices may not be sufficient, when reference has to be made to the behaviour of these two
devices operating in series, since the impedance of the devices is not always negligible. It is
recommended that th is should be taken into account. For short-circuit currents it is
recommended that reference be made to Pt instead of time .

Cl is frequently connected in series with another SCPO for reasons such as the method of
power distribution adopted for the installation or because the short-circuit capacity of Cl alone
may be insufficient for the proposed application. In such instances the SCPO may be mounted
in locations remote from Cl . The SCPO may be protecting a main feeder supplying a number
of circuit-breakers C1 or just an individual circuit-breaker.

For such applications the user or specifying authority may have to decide, on the basis of a
desk study alone, how the optimum level of co-ordination may best be achieved . This annex is
intended to give guidance for this decision, and also on the type of information which the
circuit-breaker manufacturer should make available to the prospective user .

Guidance is also given on test requirements, where such tests are deemed necessary for the
proposed application.

The term "co-ordination" includes consideration of discrimination (see 3.5.14.2 and also
3.5.14.4 and 3.5.14.5) as well as consideration of back-up protection (see 3.5.14.3).

Consideration of discrimination can in general be carried out by desk study (see 0.5) whereas
the verification of back-up protection normally requires the use of tests (see 0.6).

When considering short-circuit breaking capacity, reference is ma~e to the rated short-circuit
capacity (lcn) of C. and C

2
when both are circuit-breakers acco~dlng ~o I~C 60898-1, and. to

the ultimate short-circuit breaking capacity (leu) of C2, when C2 IS a circuit-breaker according
to IEC 60947-2.
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0.2 Scope and object

Th' g'lves guidance on and requirements for the co-ordination of a circuit-breaker with
IS annex di . , ti II b kother SCPOs associated in the same circuit, as regards iscnrmna Ion as we as ac -up

protection .

The object of this annex is to state
_ the general requirements for the co-ordination of a circuit-breaker with another SCPO;

_ the methods and the tests (if deemed necessary) intended to verify that the conditions for
co-ordination have been met.

0.3 General requirements for the co-ordination of a circuit-breaker with
another SCPO

0.3.1 General consideration

Ideally, the co-ordination should be such that a circuit-breaker (Cl) alone will operate at all
values of overcurrent up to the limit of its rated short-circuit capacity len ·

NOTE If the value of the prospective fault current at the point of installation is less than the rated short-circuit
capacity of C,. it may be assumed that the SCPO is only in the circuit for considerations other than that of back-Up
protection.

In practice the following considerations apply:

a) if the value of the selectivity limit current Is (see 3.5.14.6) is too low, there is a risk of
unnecessary loss of discrimination;

b) if the value of the prospective fault current at the point of installation exceeds the rated
short-circuit capacity of Cl, the SCPO shall be so selected that the behaviour of Cl is in
accordance with 0 .3.3 and the take-over current 'e (see 3.5 .14.7), if any, complies with
the requirements of 0 .3.2.

Whenever possible, the SCPO shall be located on the supply side of Cl. If the SCPO is
located on the load side, it is essential that the connection between Cl and the SCPO be
so arranged as to minimize any risk of short-circuit.

0.3.2 Take-over current

For the purpose of back-up protection the take-over current Ie shall not exceed the rated
short-circuit capacity len of C1 alone (see figure 0 .3a).

0.3.3 Behaviour of C1 in association with another SCPO

For all values of ?v~rcurrent up to an? includinq the short-circuit capacity of the association,
Cl and the association shall comply With the requirements of 8.8.

0.4 Type and characteristics of the associated SCPO

On request, t~e. manufacturer of the circuit-breaker shall provide information on the type and
t~e c.haractenstlcs o~ the SCPO to be used with Cl, and on the maximum prospective short
Circuit current for which the association is suitable at the stated operational voltage.

Details of the SCPO used for any tests made in accordance with this annex, i.e .
manufacturer's name, type designation, rated voltage, rated current and short-circuit breaking
capacity, shall be given in the test report .
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The maximum conditional short-circuit current Inc (see 3.5.14.8) shall not exceed

- the rated ultimate breaking capacity of the SCPD, if this is a circuit-breaker according to
IEC 60947-2;

- the rated short-circuit capacity, if the SCPD is a circuit-breaker according to this standard;

- the rated short-circuit breaking capacity, if the SCPD is a fuse.

If the associated SCPD is a circuit-breaker, it shall meet the requirements of this standard, or
any other relevant standard.

If the associated SCPD is a fuse, it shall be in accordance with IEC 60269 or with any other
fuse standard.

0.5 Verification of discrimination

Discrimination can normally be considered by desk study alone, Le. by a comparison of the
operating characteristics of C1 and the associated SCPD, for example when the associated
SCPD is a circuit-breaker (C2) provided with an intentional time-delay.

The manufacturers of both the C1 and the SCPD shall provide adequate data concerning the
relevant operating characteristics as to permit 15 to be determined for each individual
association.

In certain cases, tests at 15 are necessary on the association, for example:

- when C1 is of the current limiting type and C2 is not provided with an intentional time
delay;

- when the opening time of the SCPD is less than that corresponding to one half-cycle.

To obtain the desired discrimination when the associated SCPD is a circuit-breaker, an
intentional short-time delay may be necessary for C2·

Discrimination may be partial (see figure D.3a) or total up to the rated short-circuit capacity
Icn of C1. For total discrimination, the non-tripping characteristic of C2 or the pre-arcing
characteristic of the fuse shall lie above the tripping (break time) characteristic of C1.

Two illustrations of total discrimination are given in figures D.2a and D.2b.

0.6 Verification of back-up protection

0.6.1 Determination of the take-over current

Compliance with the requirements of D.3.2 can be checked b~ c0":lparing the operating
characteristics of C1 with those of the associated SCPD for all settings (If any) of C2·

0.6.2 Verification of back-up protection

0.6.2.1 Verification by tests

Compliance with the requirements of D.3.3 is normally verified by tests in accordance with
D.6.3. In this case, all conditions for the tests shall. be. as specified in 9.12.11.4:3 Wlt~ ~~:
adjustable resistors and inductors for the short-circuit tests on the supply side 0

association.

NOTE An example of a test circuit is given in lEe 60947-2, Figure A.6.
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0.6.2.2 Verification by comparison of characteristics

In some practical cases and where the SCPO is a circuit-~reaker (see figure 0 .3a and 0:3b).
it may be possible to compare the operating characteristics of C1 and of the associated
SCPO, special attention being paid to the following:

_ the Joule integral value of C1 at its len and that of SCPD at the prospective current of the
association ;

_ the effects on C1 (e.g. by arc energy. maximum peak current, cut-off current) at the peak
operating current of the SCPO.

The sultability of the assoc iation may be evaluated by considering the maximum operating /2t
character istic of the SCPD. over the range from the rated short-circuit capacity len of C1 up to
the prospective short-circuit current of the application. but not exceeding the maximum let
through J2t of Cl at its rated short-circuit capac ity or other lower limiting value stated by the
manufacturer.

NOTE Where the associated SCPO is a fuse, the validity of the desk study is limited to 'e. of C, .

0.6.3 Tests for verification of back-up protection

If the associated SCPO is a circuit-breaker (C2) fitted with adjustable overcurrent opening
releases, the operating characteristics to be used shall be those corresponding to the
maximum time and maximum current settings.

If the associated SCPO consists of a set of fuses, each test shall be made using a new set of
fuses, even if some of the fuses used during a previous test have not blown .

Where applicable, the connecting cables shall be included as specified in 9.12 .4 except that,
if the associated SCPD is a circuit-breaker (C2). the full length of cable (75 cm) associated
with this circuit-breaker may be on the supply side.

Each test shall consists of a O-t-CO sequence of operation made in accordance with
9.12.11.4.3 at len , the CO operation being made on C1.

A test is made with the maximum prospect ive current for the proposed application . This shall
not exceed the rated condit ional short-circuit current (see 3.5.14 .9) .

A further test shall be made at a value of prospective current equal to the rated short-circuit
breaking capacity len of C1, for which test a new sample C1 may be used , and also . if the
associated SCPD is a circuit-breaker, a new sample C2.

During each operation

a) if the associated SCPD is a circu it-breaker (C2):

- either both C1 and C2 shall trip at both test currents, no further tests then being required .

This is the general case in which back-up protection only is provided .

- or C1 shall tr ip and C2 shall be in the closed position at the end of each operation, at both
test currents, no further tests then being required .

This requires. that the contacts. of C2.separate momentarily during each operation. In this
case restoration of the supply. IS provided, in addition to back-up protection (see note 1 to
figure 0 .3a). The duration of interruption of supply , if any shall be recorded dur ing these
~ds. •

- or C1 shall tr ip at the lower test current. and both C1 and C2 shall trip at the higher test
current.
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This requires that the contacts of C2 separate momentarily at the lower test current.
Additional tests shall be made at intermediate currents to determine the lowest current at
which both Cl and C2 trip, up to which current restoration of supply is provided. The duration
of interruption of supply, if any, shall be recorded during these tests .

b) if the associated SCPO is a fuse (or a set of fuses) :

_ for the test at the rated conditional short-circuit current

in case of a single-phase circuit at least one fuse shall blow;

in case of a multi-phase circuit either two or more fuses shall blow, or one fuse shall
blow and C1 shall trip ;

for the test at the rated short-circuit breaking capacity C1 shall trip and at least one fuse
shall blow.

0.6.4 Results to be obtained

Following the tests, C1 shall comply with 9.12.12 .2 .

In addition , if the associated SCPD is a circuit-breaker (C2) , it shall be verified, by manual
operation or other appropriate means, that the contacts of C2 have not welded .
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fl

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

:l~:I HI
I I
I I
I
I
I

B

A

Key

I • Prospect ive short-circuit current

'en • Rated short-circuit capacity (5.2 .4)

/& • Selectivity limit current (3.5 .14.5)

'8 • Take-over current (3.5.14.7)

A • Pre-arcing characterist ic of the fuse

B • Operating characterist ic of the fuse

C • Operating characteristic of the circuit-breaker, non-current-limiting (H) (break-time/current and /2/lcurrent)

NOTE 1 A is deemed to be the lower limit; Band C are deemed to be the upper lim its .

NOTE 2 Non-adiabatic zone for /2/ shown chain-dotted.

Figure 0.1 - Overcurrent co-ordination between a circuit-breaker and
a fuse or back-Up protection by a fuse -

Operating characteristics
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I
(He)

Discrimination in this area must
be verified by test

I

Key

C, .. Current-limiting circuit-breaker (L) C, =Non-current-Iimiting circuit·breaker (N)
(break-time characterist ic) (break -time character ist ic)

C2, • Non-current-limlting circuit breaker (N) C, .. Circuit-breaker with intentional short·time
(tnpping characteristic) delay (STD) (trippi'lg characteristic)

NOTE Values of 'en are not shown .

Figure 0.2a Figure 0.2b

Figure 0.2 - Total discrimination between two cirCUit-breakers
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(C,) tc, +c2) IC,) (C, +c2)

P, I
, 1 P, I 1

c21N
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czy
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,
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,
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\ \
\ \

'- ' -

leu 'cu I
(C,) (C, +Cz)

'8 'eu leu I
(C ,) (C, +c2)

Key

C, • Non current-limiting circuit-breaker (N) C, . C
2

= Non currenHimiling circu it-breaker (N)

C2 • Current-limiting circuit breaker (L)

IB • Take-over curre nt
NOTE 1 Where applicable, restoration of supply by C2 occurs.

NOTE 2 len IC, + C2) s len (C2) .

NOTE 3 For values of I > 'B. the curve is that of the assoc iation (shown in bold) for which data must be obta ined
by tests .

Figure D.b Figure D.3b

Figure 0.3 - Back-up protection by a circuit-breaker
Operating characteristics
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Annex E
(normative)

Special requirements for auxiliary circuits for safety extra-low voltage

8.1.3 Clearances and creepage distances

Add the following note to table 4:

5) Live parts in auxiliary circuits Intended to be connected to safety extra-low voltages shall be separated from
circuits with higher voltages in accordance with the requirements of 411.1.3.3 of lEe 60364....-41.

9.7.4 Dielectric strength of the auxiliary circuits

Add the following note :

NOTE A test for circuits intended for connection to safety extra-low voltage is under consideration.

9.7.5 Values oftest voltage

Add the following note under item b):

NOTE The values of the test voltages for circuits intended for connection to safety extra-low voltage are under
consideration.
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Annex F
(informative)

Examples of terminals

In this annex some examples of designs of terminals are given . The conductor loc~tion must
have a diameter suitable for accepting solid rigid conductors and a cross-sectional area
suitable for accepting rigid stranded conductors (see 8.1.5) .

, J , I }

The part of the term inal containing the threaded hole and the part of the terminal against which the conductor is
clamped by the screw may be two separate parts, as in the case of a terminal provided with a stirrup.

Figure F.1 - Examples of pillar terminals
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</ d Optional

/~~::=::::,
~~

A

A

Optional

The part which retains the conductor in position may be of insulating mat.ri.I , provided the pr...ur. n.c....ry to
clamp the conductor is not transmitted through the insulating material .

Figure F.2 - Examples of screw terminals and stud terminals
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A A

Key

A Saddle

B Fixed part

C Stud

o Conductor space

The two faces ofthe saddle may be of different shapes to accommodate conductors of either small or large cross
sectional area. by inverting the saddle .

The terminals may have more than two clamping screws or studs .

Figure F.3 - Examples of saddle terminals

A

E

F

E

Key

A locking means

B Cable lug or bar

E Fixed part

F Stud

For this type of terminal . a spring _she, or equally effective locking means shall be provided and the surface
within the clamping ar.a shall be smooth.

For certa in types of equipment. the use of lug term inals of sizes smaller than that requ ired is allowed.

Figure F.4 - Examples of lug terminals
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Annex G
(informative)

Correspondence between ISO and AWG copper conductors

AWG
ISO size

mm'
Cross-aection

Size
mm'

1.0 18 0 ,82

1.5 16 1.3

2,5 14 2,1

4.0 12 3.3

6.0 10 5,3

10,0 8 8,4

16,0 6 13 ,3

25.0 3 26 .7

35,0 2 33,6

50 .0 0 53,S

NOTE In general ISO sizes apply. Upon request of the manufacturer AWG sizes may be used .
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Annex H
(normative)

Arrangement for short-circuit test

The device under test is mounted as shown in figure H.1 which may requ ire adapting to the
specific design of the device , and in accordance with the manufacturer's instruction.

When required (Le. during 0 operations) , a clear polyethylene fo il (0 ,05 ± 0,01) mm, of a size
at least 50 mm larger in each direction, than the overall dimensions of the front face of the
device, but not less than 200 x 200 mm, is fixed and reasonably stretched in a frame, placed
at a distance of 10 mm from

- either the maximum projection of the operating means of a device without recess for the
operating means ;

- or the rim of a recess for the operating means of a device with recess for the operating
means.

The foil should have the following physical properties:

- density at 23 ·C: (0,92 ± 0,05) g/cm3;

- melting point: (110 to 120) ·C .

When required , a barrier of insulating material , at least 2 mm thick, is placed, as shown in
figure H.1, between the arc vent and the polyethylene foil to prevent damage of the foil due to
hot particles emitted from the arc vent.

When required, a grid, (or grids) according to figure H.2 is (are) placed at a distance of
"a" (mm) form each arc vent of the device .

The grid circu it (see figure H.3) shall be connected to the points B or C or C', as app licable
(see figures 3 to 6).

The parameters for the grid circuit(s) are as follows:

- resistor R': 1,5 n ;

- copper wire F' : length 50 mm and diameter as specified in 9 .12 .9 .1.
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Grid

he vent

Cable

Metal plate

To the fuse F

FZ3 •••• • •

Barrier

Barrier

j

Polyethylene sheet

Frame

31

Dimensions in millimetres

Figure H.1 - Test arrangement

10

7 ± 0 .2

I-~
02

Copper wires _---1I--+t1--t1

Frame of insulating material

Dimension in millimetres

Figure H.2 - Grid circuit
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R'

)
Connected to

R' points B and C

F'

F'

Figure H.3 - Grid circuit
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Annex I
(normative)

Routi ne tests

The tests specified in this annex are intended to reveal, as far as safety is concerned, un
acceptable variations in material or manufacture.

Further tests may have to be made , accord ing to the experience gained by the manufacturer,
to ensure that every circuit-breaker is in conformity with the samples which passed the tests
of this standard.

1.1 Tripping tests

a) Verification of the time-current characteristic

A current of any convenient value between the conventional tripping current and the lower
value of the range of instantaneous tripping of table 2 (according to the tripping characteristic
of the circuit-breaker: B, C or 0) is passed separately through each protected pole starting
from cold.

The circuit-breaker shall trip within a time corresponding to a point, selected by the
manufacturer, situated between the limiting times of the tripping characteristic.

b) Verification of the instantaneous tripping

Each circuit-breaker shall perform the tests of instantaneous tripping of 9.10.2 at the upper
value of the test current, according to the type : B, C or O. The test is carried out at any
convenient voltage.

1.2 Verification of clearances between open contacts

With the circu it-breaker in the open pos ition a voltage of sUbstantially sine-wave form of
1 500 V, having a frequency of 50 Hz or 60 Hz, is applied for 1 s between the terminals which
are electrically connected together when the circuit-breaker is in the closed position .

No flashover or breakdown shall occur.

Alternatively any convenient method of verification of the clearances between open contacts
(e.g. X-ray verification) may be used.
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Annex J
(normative)

Particular nquirements for circuit-breakers with screwless type
terminals for external copper conductors

J.1 Scope

This annex appl ies to circuit-breakers with in the scope of clause 1, equipped with screwless
terminals , for current not exceeding 20 A primarily suitable for connecting unprepared (see
J.3.6) copper conductors of cross-section up to 4 mm2.

NOTE In AT, CZ. DE, OK, NL. NO and CH the upper limit of current for use of screwless terminals is 16 A.

In this annex, screwless terminals are referred to as terminals and copper conductors are
referred to as conductors.

J.2 Normative references

Clause 2 applies.

J.3 Definitions

As a complement to clause 3. the following definitions apply :

J .3.1
clamping units
parts of the terminal necessary for mechanical clamping and the electrical connection of the
conductors including the parts which are necessary to ensure correct contact pressure

J .3.2
screwless-type terminal
terminal for the connection and SUbsequent disconnection obta ined directly or indirectly by
means of springs, wedges or the like
NOTE Examples are given in figure J 2 .

J.3.3
universal terminal
terminal for the connection and disconnection of all types of conductors (rigid and flexible)
NOTE In the following countries only universal screwless type terminals are accepted: AT. BE, CN, OK, DE. ES,
FR, IT, PT, SE and CH.

J .3.4
non-universal terminal
term inal for the connection and disconnection of a certain kind of conductor only (e .g. rigid
solid conductors only or rigid-[solid or stranded) conductors only)
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J.3.5
push-wire terminal
non-universal terminal in which the connection is made by pushing-in rigid (solid or stranded)
conductors

J.3.6
unprepared conductor
conductor .which h~s been cut and the insulation of which has been removed over a certain
length for insertion Into a terminal
NOT~ 1 A conduc~or the shape ~f which is arranged for introduction into a terminal or of which the strands may
be twisted to consolidate the end, IS considered to be an unprepared conductor.

NOTE 2 T~e term ·unprepared conductor" means conductor not prepared by soldering of the wire , un of cable
lug~, formation of eyele!s ,.etc:, but Inclu.des Its reshaping before introduction into the terminal or, in the cue of
flexIble conductor, by tWisting It to consolidate the end .

J.4 Classification

Clause 4 applies.

J.5 Characteristics of circuit-breakers

Clause 5 applies.

J.6 Marking

In addition to clause 6, the following requirements apply :

Universal terminals :

no marking.

Non-universal terminals:

terminals declared for rigid-solid conductors shall be marked by the letters "sor':

terminals declared for rigid (solid and stranded) conductors shall be marked by the letter or";

terminals declared for flexible conductors shall be marked by the letter Of'.

The markings should appear on the circuit-breaker or, if the space available is not sutticient,
on the smallest package unit or in techn ical information .

An appropriate marking indicating the length of insulation to be removed before insertion of
the conductor into the terminal shall be shown on the circuit-breaker.

The manufacturer shall also provide information, in his literature, on the maximum number of
conductors which may be clamped.

J.7 Standard conditions for operation in service

Clause 7 applies.
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J.8 Constructional requirements

Clause 8 applies, with the following modifications .

In 8.1.5 only 8.1.5.1,8.1.5.2,8.1.5.3,8.1.5.6 and 8.1.5 .7 apply.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of J.9.1 and J.9.2 of this annex, instead
of 9.4 and 9.5.

In addition the following requirements apply.

J.8.1 Connection or disconnection of conductors

The connection or disconnection of conductors shall be made

- by the use of a general purpose tool or by a conven ient device integral w ith the terminal to
open it and to assist the insertion or the withdrawal of the conductors (e.g. for universal
terminals) ;

or , for rig id conductors

- by simple insertion. For the disconnection of the conductors an operation other than a pull
on the conductor shall be necessary (e .g. for push-wire terminals).

Universal terminals shall accept rigid (solid or stranded) and flexible unprepared conductors .

Non-universal term inals shall accept the types of conductors declared by the manufacturer.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of J.9.1 and J.9.2 .

J.8.2 Dimensions of connectable conductors

The dimens ions of connectable conductors are given in tab le J.1.

The ability to connect these conductors shall be checked by inspection and by the tests of
J.9.1 and J.9.2.
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Table J .1 - Connectable conductor.

Connectable con~uctors and the ir theoretic. I di.met.r

Metric AWG

Rigid Flexible Rigid Flexibl.

Solid Stranded Solido Clas. B
CI..... I.

str.ndedo K....
.tr.nded"

mm' 0 mm 0mm mm' 0 mm gauge 0 mm 0mm g.ug. 0mm

1.0 1.2 1.4 1.0 1.5 18 1,02 1,16 18 1,28

1,5 1,5 1,7 1,5 1,8 16 1,29 1.46 16 1,80

2.5 1,9 2,2 2.5 2,3 14 1.63 1.84 14 2.08

4,0 2,4 2,7 4,0 2,9 12 2,05 2,32 12 2,70

NOTE Diameters of the largest rig id and flexible conductors are based on tab le 1 of IEC 60228A .nd
for AWG conductors, on A5TM B 172-71, and ICEA publications 5-19-81 , 5-66-524 .nd 5 -68-516 •

° Nominal diameter + 5 %.
b Largest diameter + 5 % for any of the three classes I, K and M.

J.8.3 Connectable cross-sectional areas

The nom inal cross-sections to be clamped are defined in table J.2.

Table J.2 - Cross-sections of copper conductors connectable to
screwless-type terminals

Rated current Nomin.' cross-sections to be cl.mped

A mm'

Up to and including 13 1 up to and including 2,5

Above 13 up to and including 20 1,5 up to .nd including 4

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of J.9.1 and J.9.2.

J.8.4 Insertion and disconnection of conductors

The insert ion and disconnection of the conductors shall be made in accordance with the

manufacturer's instructions.

Compliance is checked by inspection .

J.8 .5 Design and construction of terminals

Terminals shall be so designed and constructed that:

each conductor is clamped individually;
during the operation of connection or disconnection the conductors can be connected or

disconnected either at the same time or separately;

inadequate insertion of the conductor is avo ided .

It shall be possible to clamp securely any number of conductors up to the max imum

provided for.

Compliance is checked by inspection and by the tests of J .9.1 and J.92
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J.8.6 Resistance to ageing

The terminals shall be resistant to ageing .

Compliance is checked by the test of J.9.3.

J.9 Tests

Clause 9 applies, by replacing 9.4 and 9.5 by the following tests:

J .9 .1 Test of reliability of screwless terminals

J.9.1.1 Reliability of screwless system

The test is carried out on three terminals of poles of new samples, with copper conductors of
the rated cross sectional area in accordance with table J.2. The types of conductors shall be
in accordance with J.8.1 .

The connection and subsequent disconnection shall be made five times with the smallest
diameter conductor and successively five times with the largest diameter conductor.

New conductors shall be used each time, except for the fifth time, when the conductor used
for the fourth insertion is clamped at the same place. Before insertion into the terminal, wires
of stranded rigid conductors shall be re-shaped and wires of flexible conductors shall be
twisted to consolidate the ends .

For each insertion, the conductors are either pushed as far as possible into the terminal or
shall be inserted so that adequate connection is obvious.

After each insertion. the conductor being inserted is rotated 90· along its axis at the level of
the clamped section and sUbsequently disconnected.

After these tests, the terminal shall not be damaged in such a way as to impair its further use .

J .9.1 .2 Test of reliability of connection

Three terminals of poles of new samples are fitted with new copper conductors of the type
and of the rated cross sectional area according to table J.2.

The types of conductors shall be in accordance with J.8.1.

Before insertion into the term inal, wires of stranded rigid conductors and flexible conductors
shall be reshaped and wires of flexible conductors shall be twisted to consolidate the ends.

It shall be possible to fit the conductor into the terminal without undue force in the case of
universal terminals and with the force necessary by hand in the case of push-wire terminals .

The conductor is either pushed as far as possible into the terminal or shall be inserted so that
adequate connection is obvious.

After the test, no wire of the conductor shall have escaped outside the terminal.
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J.9.2 Tests of reliability of te rm inals for external conductors: mechanical strength

For the pull-out test three terminals of poles of new samples are fitted with new conductors of
the type and of the minimum and maximum cross-sectional areas according to table J.2.

Before insertion into the terminal, wires of stranded rigid conductors and flexible conductors
shall be reshaped and wires of flexible conductors shall be twisted to consolidate the ends .

Each conductor is then sUbjected to a pUll force of the value shown in teble J.3. The pull is
applied without jerks for 1 min in the direction of the axis of the conductor.

Table J.3 - Pull forces

Cross-sectional area Pull force
mm' N

1,0 35

1,5 40

2,5 50

4,0 60

During the test the conductor shall not slip out of the terminal.

J.9 .3 Cycling test

The test is made with new copper conductors having cross section according to table 9.

The test ;s carried out on new samples (a sample is one pole), the number of which is defined
below, according to the type of terminals :

universal terminals for rigid (solid and stranded) and flexible conductors: 3 samples eech
(6 samples in total);

non-universal terminals for solid conductors only : 3 samples ;

non-universal for rigid (solid and stranded) conductors : 3 samples each (6 samples) ;

NOTE In case of rigid conductors , solid conductors should be used (if solid conductors er. not aVlilabl. in
a given country , stranded conductors may be used) .

- non-universal for flex ible conductors only: 3 samples .

A conductor having the cross section defined in table 9 is connected in series as in normal
use to each of the three samples as defined on figure J.1.
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L= 1 m

L= 1 m

Figure J.1 - Connecting samples

The sample is provided with a hole (or equivalent) in order to measure the voltage drop on the
terminal .

The whole test arrangement, including the conductors , is placed in a heating cabinet which is
initially kept at a temperature of (20 ± 2) ·C.

To avoid any movement of the test arrangement until all the following voltage drop tests have
been completed it is recommended that the poles are fixed on a common support .

Except during the cooling period, a test current corresponding to the rated current of the
circuit breaker is applied to the circuit.

The samples shall be then subjected to 192 temperature cycles. each cycle having a duration
of approximately 1 n, as follows :

The air temperature in the cabinet is raised to 40 ·C in approximately 20 min . It i s maintained
within ±5 ·C of this value for approximately 10 min .

The samples are then allowed to cool down in approximately 20 min to a temperature of
approximately 30 ·C, forced cooling being allowed. They are kept at th is temperature for
approx imately 10 min and, if necessary for measuring the voltage drop, allowed to cool down
further, to a temperature of (20±2) ·C .

The maximum voltage drop, measured at each terminal, at the end of the 192nd cycle, with
the nominal current shall not exceed the smaller of the two following values:

- either 22,5 mV,

- or 1,5 times the value measured after the 24th cycle .

The measurement shall be made as near as possible to the area of contact on the terminal.

If the measuring points cannot be positioned closely to the point of contact, the voltage drop
WIthin the part of the conductor between the ideal and the actual measuring points shall be
deducted from the voltage drop measured.

The temperature in the heating cabinet must be measured at a distance of at least 50 mm
from the samples .
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After this test an inspection with the naked eye, by normal or corrected vision , without
additional magnification, shall show no changes evidently impairing further use , such 8S
cracks, deformations or the like.

Screwless-type terminal with indirect
pressure

-...,
I

I____ ...J

r-
I

-...,
I

I____.....J

Screwless-type terminal with direct pressure

-...,
I

I
IL. .....J

Screwless-type terminal
with actuating element

Figure J .2 - Examples of screwless-type terminals
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J.10 Reference documents

IEC 60228:1978, Conductors of Insulated cables

IEC 60228A: 1982 , First supplement to IEC 60228

IEC 60998-1 :1990 , Connecting devices for low voltage circuits for household and similar
purposes - Part 1: General requirements

IEC 60998-2-2:1991 , Connecting devices for low-voltage circuits for household and similar
purposes - Part 2-2: Particular requirements for connecting devices as separate entities with
screwless-type clamping units

IEC 60999 (all parts), Connecting devices - Electrical copper conductors - Safety require
ments for screw-type and screwless-type clamping units

A8TM 8172-01a, Standard Specification for Rope-Lay-Stranded Copper Conductors Having
Bunch-Stranded Members, for Electrical Conductors

ICEA 8-19-81 I NEMA WC3, Rubber-Insulated Wire and Cable 1

ICEA 8-66-524 I NEMA WC7, Cross-Linked-Thermosetting-Polyethylene Insulated Wire
and Cable 1

ICEA 8-68-516 I NEMA We8, Ethylene-Propylene-Rubber Insulated Wire and Cable 1

1 Withdrawn
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Annex K
(normative)

Particular requirements for circuit-breakers
with flat quick-connect terminations

K.1 Scope

This annex applies to circu it-breakers with in the scope of clause 1, equ ipped with flat quick
connect terminat ions cons isting of a male tab (see K.3 .2) with nom inal width 6,3 mm and
thickness 0,8 mm, to be used with a mat ing female connector for connecting electrical
copper conductors accord ing to the manufacturer's instruct ions. for rated currents up to and
including 16 A.

NOTE The use of circuit-breakers with flat quick-connect terminations for rated currents up to and including 20 A
is accepted in BE , FR, IT, ES , PT and US .

The connectable electrical copper conductors are flex ible, hav ing a cross-sectional area up to
and includi ng 4 mm 2, or rig id stranded , hav ing a cross -sectional area up to and including
2,5 mm 2 (AWG equal to or greater than 12) .

This annex applies exclus ively to circuit-breakers having male tabs as an integral part of the
device.

K.2 Normative references

As a complement to clause 2 the following normative references apply:

lEe 61210:1993, Connecting devices - Flat quick-connect terminations for electrical copper
conductors - Safety requirements

K.3 Definitions

As a complement to clause 3, the following defin itions apply :

K.3.1
flat quick-connect termination .
electrical connection consisting of a male tab and a female connector which can be pushed
into and withdrawn with or without the use of a tool

K.3 .2
male tab
port ion of a qu ick-connect termination wh ich rece ives the female connector

K.3.3
female connector
port ion of a quick-connect termination wh ich is pushed onto the male tab

K.3.4
detent
dimple (depression) or hole in the male tab which engages a raised portion on the female
connector to provide a latch for the mat ing parts .
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K.4 Classification

Clause 4 appl ies .

K.5 Characteristics of circuit-breakers

Clause 5 applies.

K.6 Marking

The whole of clause 6 app lies , with the following addition after the lettered item k) .

The following information rega rding the female connector accord ing to IEC 61210 and the
type of conductor to be used shall be given in the manufacturers' instructions:

I) manufacturer's name or trade mark ;

m) type reference;

n) information on cross-sections of conductors and colour code of insulated female
connectors (see table K.1 below);

0) the use of only silver or tin-plated copper alloys .

Table K.1 - Informative table on colour code of female connectors
in relationship with the cross section of the conductor

Cross-section of the conductor Colour code of the female
mm 2 connector

1 Red

1.5 Red or blue

2,5 Blue or yellow

4 Yellow

K.7 Standard conditions for operation in service

Clause 7 applies.

K.8 Constructional requirements

Clause 8 applies, with the following exceptions:

Replacement of 8.1 .3 by:

K.8.1 Clearances and creepage distances (see annex B)

Subclause 8.1.3 app lies , the female connectors being fitted to the male tabs of the circuit
breaker.

Replacement of 8.1 .5 by:

K.8.2 Terminals for external conductors

K.8.2~1 Male tabs and female connectors shall be of a metal having mechanical st rength ,
electrical conductivity and resistance to corrosion adequate for their intended use .

NOTE Silver or l in plated copper alloys are examples of suitable solut ions .
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K.8.2 .2 The nominal width of the male tab is 6,3 mm and the thickness 0,8 mm, applicable to
rated currents up to and including 16 A.

NOTE 1 The use for rated currents up to and including 20 A is Bccepted in BE, FR, IT, PT, ES and US.

The dimensions of the male tab shall comply with those specified in table K.3 and in figures
K.2, K.3. K.4 and K.S, where the dimensions A, B, C, D, E, F, J, M, N and a are mandatory.

The dimensions of the female connector which may be fitted-on are given in figure K.6 and in
table K.4.

NOTE 2 The shapes of the various parts may deviate from those given in the figures , provided that the specifted
dimensions are not influenced and the test requirements are complied with, for example: corrugated taba, folded
tabs , etc .

Compliance is checked by inspection and by measurement.

K.8.2.3 Male tabs shall be securely retained ,

Compliance is checked by the mechanical overload test of K. 9.1.

K.9 Tests

Clause 9 applies, with the following modifications :

Replacement of 9.5 by:

K.9.1 Mechanical overload-force

This test is done on 10 terminals of circuit-breakers, mounted as in normal use when wiri ,lg
takes place.

The axial push force, and successively the axial putt force specified in the following tableK2,
are gradually applied to the male tab integrated in the circuit-breaker, once only WIth a
suitable test apparatus.

Table K.2 - Overload test forces

Push
N

96

Pull
N

88

No damage which could impair further use shall occur to the tab or to the circuit-breaker In

which the tab is integrated.

Addition to 9.8.3:

Fine-wire thermocouples shall be placed in such a waY.8s not to influence the contact or the
connection area. An example of placement is shown In fIgure K.1.
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Thermocouple

...... ~---,
.JI ~

lC (J (J-
-""

~"
Figure K.1 - Example of position of the thermocouple

for measurement of the temperature-rise

Table K.3 - Dimensions of tabs

Dimensions in millimetres

A B C 0 E F J M N P Q
Nominal size

minmin

1,0 0.84 6.40 4.1 2.0 12' 2,5 2,0 1,8
Dimple

0,7 7,8 0,77 6.20 3.6 1,6 8" 2,2 1.8 0.7 8,9
6,3 x 0.8

1,0 0,84 6.40 4.7 2.0 12' 1.8
Hole

0.5 7.8 0,77 6.20 4.3 1.6 B" 0,7 B,9

NOTE 1 For the dimens ions A to Q refer to figures K.2 to K.5.

NOTE 2 Where two values are shown in one column . they give the maximum and the mln imum dimension.
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Centre of detent

p

D

....---o---~
Cenu. of detent

I

NOTE 1 Bevel A of 45" need nol be a straight line if il is within Ihe confines shown .

NOTE 2 Dimension L is not specified and may vary by the application (for example fixing).

NOTE 3 Dimension C of tabs may be produced from more than one layer of mIIterial provided thet the resulting
tab complies in all respects with the requirements of Ihis slandard.

A radius on the longitudinal edge of the tab is permissible .

NOTE 4 The Sketches are not intended 10 govern the design excepl with regard to the dimens,ons shown

NOTE 5 The thickness C of Ihe male tab may vary beyond Q or beyond B + 1,14 mm (0.043 m)

NOTE 6 All portions of the tabs are flat and free of burrs or raised plate.us , excepl that there may be a r.,sed
plateau over the stock thickness of 0,025 mm (0,001 in) per side, in an area defined by a line surround,ng the
detent and distant from it by 1,3 mm (0,051 in) .

Figure K.2 - Dimensions of male tabs
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rO.076 mm (0 .003 in) min .

Radius

0.076 mm (0.003 in) min.

Section X-X

Detent shall be located with in 0,076 mm (0,003 in) of the centre-line of the tab .

Figure K.3 - Dimensions of round dimple detents (see figure K.2)

Radius

0.076 mm (0,003 in) min .

SectionY-Y

Detent shall be located with in 0 ,13 mm (0,005 in) of the centre-line of the tab .

Figure K.4 - Dimensions of rectangular dimple detents (see figure K.2)

SectionZ-Z

Detent shall be located within 0,076 mm (0 ,003 in) of the centre-line of the tab .

Figure K.5 - Dimensions of hole detents
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________ C1I'.5mm(max.)

B3[t~-_·~~=J·-!=r
I. x .1

Out/ ina of the female conneclor

Dimensions 83 and L2 are mandatory.

NOTE 1 For determining female connector dimensions varying from 83 and L2 it is necessary to refer to the tab
dimensions in order to ensure that in the most onerous conditions the engagement (and detent, if fined)
between tab and female connector is correct .

NOTE 2 If a detent is provided , the dimension X is at manufacturer's discretion in order 10 meet the requllemenls
of the performance clauses.

NOTE 3 Female connectors should be so designed that undue insertion of the condueter into the crimping aree is
visible or prevented by a stop in order to avoid any interference between the conductor and a fUlly inserted tab .

NOTE 4 The sketches are not intended to govern the design except as regards the dimens ions shown .

Figure K.6 - Dimensions of female connectors

Table K.4 - Dimensions of female connectors

Dimensions of female connector
Tab size mm

mm
L2 max .B3 max .

6,3 x 0,8 7,8 3,5

K.10 Reference documents

rsc 60760:1989, Flat. quick-connect terminations
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Annex L
(normative)

Specific requirements for circuit-breakers with screw-type terminals
for external untreated aluminium conductors and with aluminium

screw-type terminals for use with copper or with aluminium conductors

L.1 Scope

This annex applies to circuit-breakers within the scope of this standard, equipped with screw
type terminals of copper - or of alloys containing at least 58 % of copper (if worked cold) or at
least 50 % of copper (if worked otherwise) , or of other metal or suitably coated metal , no less
resistant to corrosion than copper and having mechanical properties no less suitable - for use
with untreated aluminium conductors, or with screw-type terminals of aluminium material for
use with copper or alumin ium conductors.

In th is annex copper-clad and nickel-clad aluminium conductors are considered as aluminium
conductors .

NOTE In Austria, Australia and Germany, the use of aluminium screw-type terminals for use with copper
conductors is not allowed.

- In Austr ia, Switzerland and Germany, terminals for aluminium conductors only are not allowed.

- In Spain, the use of aluminium conductors is not allowed for final circuits in household and similar installations
e.g . offices, shops ..

- In Denmark, the minimum cross-sectiona l area for aluminium conductors is 16 mm2 .

L.2 Normative references

Void.

L.3 Definitions

As a complement to clause 3, the following additional definitions apply for the purpose of this
annex .

L.2.1
treated conductor
contact area of a conductor that has had its oxide layer on the outside strands scraped away
and/or has had a compound added to improve connectability and/or prevent corrosion
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L.2.2
untreated/unprepared conductor
conductor wh ich has been cut and the insulation of wh ich has been removed for insertion Into
a terminal

NOTE A conductor, the shape of which is arranged for introduction into a terminal or the strands of which are
twisted to consolidate the end , is considered to be an unprepared conductor.

L.2.3
equalizer
arrangement used in the test loop to ensure an equ ipotentiality point and un iform current
density in a stranded conductor, without adversely affecting the temperature of the
conductor(s)

L.2 .4
reference conductor
continuous length of the same type and size conductor as that used in the terminal unit under
test and connected in the same series circuit. It enables the reference temperature and,
if required , reference resistance to be determined

L.2.5
stability factor Sf
measure of temperature stabil ity of a terminal unit dur ing the current cycling test

L.4 Classification

Clause 4 applies .

L.S Characteristics of circuit-breakers

Clause 5 applies.

L.6 Marking

In addition to clause 6 the following requirements apply:

The terminal marking defined in table L.1 shall be marked on the circuit-breaker. near the
terminals .

The other information concerning the number of conductors. the screw torque values (If
different from table 10) and the cross-sections, shall be indicated on the circuit-breaker .

Table L.1 - Marking for terminals

Conductor types accepted Marking

Copper only None

Aluminium only AI

Aluminium and copper A1ICu

The manufacturer shall state in his catalogue that, for the clamping of an aluminium conductor
the tightening torque shall be applied with appropriate means
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L.7 Standard conditions for operation in service

Clause 7 applies.

L.B Constructional requirements

Clause 8 applies, with the following exceptions:

8.1 .5.2 is completed by:

For the connection of alum inium conductors , circuit-breakers shall be provided with screw
type term inals allowing the connection of conductors having nominal cross-sections as shown
in table l.2.

Terminals for the connection of aluminium conductors and terminals of aluminium for the
connection of copper or aluminium conductors shall have mechanical strength adequate to
withstand the tests of 9.4, with the test conductors tightened with the torque indicated in
table 10, or with the torque specified by the manufacturer, which shall never be lower than
that specified in table 10.

Table L.2 - Connectable cross-sections of aluminium conductors
for screw-type terminals

Rated Current • Range of nominal cross-sections b to be clamped

A mm2

Up to and Including 13 1 to 4

Above 13 up to and including 16 1 to 6

Above 16 up to and including 25 1,5 to 10

Above 25 up to and Including 32 2.5 to 16

Above 32 up to and including 50 4 to 25

Above 50 up to and including BO 10 to 35

Above BO up to and including 100 16 to 50

Above 100 up to and including 125 25 to 70

• It is required that . for current ratings up to and including 50 A. terminals be designed to clamp solid conductors as
_II as rigid stranded conductors ; the usa of flex ible conductors is permitted. Nevertheless. it is permitted that
term inals for conductors having cross -sections from 1 mm2 up to 10 mm2 be designed to clamp solid conductors
only .

b Maximum wire sizes of tablo 5, increased according to table 0 .2 of lEe 61545.

Compliance is checked by inspection. by measurement and by fitting in turn one conductor
of the smallest and one of the largest cross-section areas as specified.

8.1.5." The text of 8.1 .5.4 is replaced by:

Terminals shall allow the conductors to be connected without special preparation.

Compliance is checked by inspection and the tests of L.9.
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L.9 Tests

Clause 9 applies, with the following modifications/additions:

For the tests which are influenced by the materia/ of the terminal and the type of conductor
that can be connected , the test conditions of table L.3 are applied.

Additionally the test of L.9.2 is carried out on terminals separated from the circuit-breaker.

Table L.3 - List of tests according to the material of conductors and terminals

Material of terminals Material according AI·to 8.1.4.4·

Material of conductor AI Cu AI
(table 1.1)

Use tables L.2 and L.5 Use tables 5 and 9 Use tables lo2 and L.5

9.4 Reliability of Use tables lo2. L.5 and 10 Use tables 5, 9 and 10 Use tables L.2. L.5 end 10
screws

9.5 .1 Pull-out test • Use tables L.2, L.5 and 10 Use tables 5, 9 and 10 Use table. L.2, L.5 and 10

9.5 .2 Damage of the Use tables t .z, L.5 and 10 Use table. 5. 9 and 10 Use table. L.2 . L.5 and 10
conductor

9.5 .3 Insertion of the Use table L.4 Use table 12 Use table lo4
conductor

9.8 Temperature Use table L.5 Use table 9 Use table lo5
rise

9.9 28-day test U.e table L.5 Use table 9 Use table L5

L.9.2 Cycling test Use tabl. 10 U.e table 10 UN table 10

• Use test sequences A and B and number of samples defined in Annex C. For circuit-breakers which are able to be
connected to AI or Cu conductors . the test sequences end number of nmplea have to be doubled (one for the Cu
conductor and one for the AI conductor)

b For the pull-out test 9.5.1, the value for 70 mm2 wire is under consideration.
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Table L.4 - Connectable conductors and their theoretical diameters

Metric AWG

Flexible Rigid
Flexible

Rigid (copper only) (copper only)

Class B
Classes b

S Solid Stranded S Solid" stranded "
I, K, M

stranded

mm2 IlImm flJmm mm' flJmm Gauge IlImm flJmm Gauge mm

1.0 1.2 1.4 1.0 1.5 18 1.07 1.23 18 1.28

1.5 1.5 1.7 1.5 1.8 16 1.35 1.55 16 1.50

2.5 1,9 2.2 2,5 2.3< 14 1.71 1.95 14 2.08

4.0 2.4 2,7 4,0 2.9 e 12 2.15 2,45 12 2,70

6.0 2.9 3.3 4,0 2.9 <) 10 2.72 3,09

10.0 3.7 4.2 6.0 3,9 8 3,43 3.89 10 3,36

16.0 4,6 5,3 10.0 5.1 6 4,32 4.91 8 4,32

25.0 6.6 16.0 6.3 4 5.45 6.18 6 5 .73.
35,0 7.9 25,0 7,8 2 6.87 7.78 4 7.25

1 7.72 8,85

50.0 9,1 35 9.2 0 8,51 9.64 12.08

70.0 12,0 50 12 00 9,266 10,64

NOTE Diameters of the largest rigid and flexible conductors are based on IEC 60228A, table 1 and. for
AING ecnducters. on ASTM B 172·71. ICEA S·19·81. ICEA S-66-524, ICEA S·68·516.

• Nominal diameter' + 5 %.

b Largest diameter + 5 % for any of the three classes I. K, M.

C Dimensions for class 5 flexible conductors only . according to lEe 60228A.

L.9.1 Test conditions

Subclause 9.1 applies. except that the AI conductors to be connected are taken from
table L.5.

Table L.5 - Cross sections (5) of aluminium test conductors
corresponding to the rated currents

S I.
mm 2 A

1,5 In S 6

2,5 6 < In S 13

4 13</nS20

6 20 < 'n S 25

10 25 < t« S 32

16 32 < In S 50

25 50 < t« S 63

35 63 < 'n S 80

50 80 < In S 100

70 100 < In S 125
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L.9.2 Current cycling test

This test verifies the stab ility of the screw-type term inal by comparing the temperature
performance witt: that of the reference conductor under accelerated cyc ling conditions .

This test is carried out on separate terminals.

L.9 .2.1 Preparation

The test is performed on four spe cimens, each one made by a couple of terminals. assembled
in a manner which represents the use of the terminals in the circuit-breaker (see examples
shown in figures L.2 to L.6). The screw-type terminals which have been removed from the
product shall be attached to the conducting parts of the same cross-section, shape, metal and
finish as that on which they are mounted on the product. The screw-type terminals shall be
fixed to the conducting parts in the same manner (pos ition, torque, etc .) as on the product. "
one specimen fails during the test, four other specimens shall be tested and no other failures
are admitted.

L.9.2.2 Test arrangement

The general arrangement of the samples shall be as shown in figure L. t ,

Ninety per cent of the value of torque stated by the manufacturer or, if not stated, selected in
table 10 shall be used for the test specimens.

The test is carried out with conductors according to table L.5. The length of the test conductor
from the po int of entry to the screw-type terminal specimens to the equalizer (see L.3.J) sh811
be as in table L.6 .

Table L.6 - Test conductor length

Conductor cross section Conductor wire size "'nlmum conductor lenllth

mm' AWG mm

S 510,0 s8 200

16,0 5 S S 25 ,0 6 to 3 300

35 ,0 s S s 70 ,0 2 to 00 460

Test conductors are connected in series with a reference conductor of the same cross
section .

The length of the reference conductor shall be apprOXimately at least twice the length of the
test conductor.

Each free end of the test and reference conductor(s) not connected to a screw-type terminel
specimen shall be welded or brazed to a short langth of an equalizer of the same material as
the conductor and of cross section not greater than that given in table L. 7. All strands of the
conductor shall be welded or brazed to make an electrical connection with the equalizer.

Tool -applied compression type terminations without welding may be used for the equa/tzer If
acceptable to the manufacturer and if tha same performance IS proviaed.
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Table L.7 - Equalizer and busbar dimensions

"axlmum cross section
Range of test cu~nt m",z

A AI Cu

0-50 45 45

51 - 125 105 85

1215·225 185 155

The separation between the test and reference conductors shall be at least 150 mm.

The test specimen shall be suspended either horizontally or vertically in free air by supporting
the equalizer or busbar by non-conductive supports so as not to subject the screw-type
terminal to a tensile load. Thermal barriers shall be installed midway between the conductors
which shall extend 25 mm ± 5 mm width ways and 150 mm ± 10 mm lengthways beyond
the screw-type terminals (see figure L.1) . Thermal barriers ara not required provided the
specimens are separated by at least 450 mm. The specimens shall be located at least 600
mm from the floor, wall or ceiling.

The test specimens shall be located in a substantially vibration-free and draught-free
environment and at an ambient temperature between 20·C and 25 ·C. Once the test is
started, the maximum permissible variation is ±1 K provided the range limitation is not
exceeded.

L.9.2.3 Temperature measurement

Temperature measurements are made by means of thermocouples, using a wire haVing
a cross-section of not more than 0,07 mm2 (approximately 30 AWG).

For screw-type terminals, the thermocouple shall be located on the conductor entry side of the
screw-type terminal, close to the contact interlace.

For the reference conductor, the thermocouples shall be located midway between the ends
of the conductor, and under its insulation.

Positioning of the thermocouples shall not damage the screw-type terminal or the reference
conductor.

NOTE 1 Drilling of a small hole and subsequent fastening of the thermocouple is an acceptable method, provided
that the performance is not affected and that it is agreed by the manufacturer.

The ambient temperature shaff be measured with two thermocouples in such a manner as to
achieve an average and stable reading in the vicinity of the test loop without undue external
influence. The thermocouples shall be located in a horizontal plane intersecting the
specimens, at a minimum distance of 600 mm from them.

NOTE 2 11 satisfactory method for achieving a stable measurement is. for example, to attach the thermocouple to
unplated copper plates approximately 50 mm x 50 mm, haVing a thickness ber-en 6 mm and 10 mm.

124
 



ISIIEC 60898-1 : 2002

L.9.2.4 Test method and acceptance criteria

NOTE 1 Evaluation 01 performance is based on both the lim it 01 screw-type terminal temperature rise Ind the
temperature variation during the test .

The test loop shall be subjectea to 500 cycles of 1 h current-on and 1 h current-off, start ing at
an a.c . current equal to 1,12 times the test current value determ ined in table L.8. Near the
end of each current-on period of the first 24 cycles, the current shall subsequently be
adjusted to raise the temperature of the reference conductor to 75·C.

At the 25th cycle the test current shall be adjusted for the last time and the stable temperature
shall be recorded as the first measurement. There shall be no further adjustment of the test
current for the remainder of the test.

Temperatures shall be recorded for at least one cycle of each worl<ing day, and after
appro ximately 25, 50, 75, 100, 125, 175, 225, 275, 350, 425. and 500 cycles.

The temperature shall be measured during the last 5 min of the current-on time . If the size of
the set of test specimens or the speed of the data acquisition system is such that not
all measurements can be completed within 5 min, the current-on time shall be extended as
necessary to complete such measurements.

After the first 25 cycles the current-off time may be reduced to a time 5 min longer than the
time necessary to all terminal assemblies for cooling down to a temperature between ambient
temperature T. and T. + 5 K during the current-off period. Forced-air cooling may be
employed to reduce the off time. if acceptable to the manufacturer. In that case it shall be
applied to the entire test loop and the resulting temperature of the forced air shall not be
lower than the amb ient air temperature.

The stab ility factor Sf for each of the 11 temperature measurements is to be determined by
SUbtracting the average temperature deviation 0 from the 11 values of the tempe rature
deviation d.

The temperature deviation d for the 11 individual temperature measurements is obtained
by SUbtracting the associated reference conductor temperature from the screw-type terminal
temperature.

NOTE 2 The va lue of d is positive if the screw·type temperatura is higher than thlt of the refer enci conductor and
negative if it is lower.

For each screw-type terminal

- the temperature rise shall not exceed 110 K;

- the stability factor Sf shall not exceed ±10 ·C.

An example of calculation for one screw-type term inal is given in table L.9 .
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Table L.8 - Test current as a function of rated current

Metric sizes

Rated current AI conductor Test current
size

A mm2 A

OS/nS 15 2.5 26

15 < In S 20 4 35

20 < In S 25 6 46

25 < In S 32 10 60

32 < 'n S 50 16 79

50 < 'n S 65 25 99

65 < In S 80 35 137

80 < 'n S100 50 171

100 < In S 125 70 190

AWG

Rated current AI conductor Test Current
size

A N° A

o< In S 15 12 30

15 < In S 25 10 40

25 < In S 40 8 53

40 < In S 50 6 69

50 < In S 65 4 99

65 < In S 75 3 110

75 < In S 90 2 123

9O</nS1oo 1 152

100 < In S 120 0 190

Table L.9 - Example of calculation for determining the average temperature deviation D

Temperatures Temperature Stability
Temperature Cycle Screw-type Reference deviation factor
measurement Number terminal. conductor b

d ... -b Sf-d-D

'C 'C K K

1 25 79 78 1 0,18

2 50 80 n 3 2,18

3 75 78 78 0 -0.82

4 100 76 77 -1 -1.82

5 125 77 n 0 -0.82

6 175 78 77 1 0,18

7 225 79 76 3 2,18
8 275 78 76 2 1,18
9 350 n 78 -1 -1.82
10 425 n 79 -2 -2.82
11 500 81 78 3 2.18

Average temperature deviation D = r.d =~=0 82
number of measuremen ts 11 '
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Figure L.1 - General arrangement for the test
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Figure L.S
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