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Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
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timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 MARCH 2002
TO

IS 5966: 1993 NON-CONIFEROUS TIMBER IN
CONVERTED FORM FOR GENERAL PURPOSES ­

SPECIFICATION

( First Revision)

( Page 1. clause 4) - Substitute the following for the existing matter:

'The timber for general purposes shall be of species listed in IS 1326: 1992.'

(CED 9 )
Rcprography Unit. BIS. New Delhi. India

 



·Timber Sectional Committee, CED 9

FOREWORD

This Indian' Standard ( First Revision) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after thea
draft finalized by Timber Sectional Committee had been approved by the Civil Engineering
Division Council.

Specification for non-coniferous sawn timber for various purposes is covered in IS 1326 : 1992'
'Specification for non-coniferous sawn timber ( baulks and scantling) ( second revision )'. Timber
suitable for general purposes has to be converted from such sawn timber. In order to give guidance
for selection of species of non-coniferous timber, to be used in converted form for general pur­
poses, this Indian Standard was published in 1970. In this first revision, among other changes, the
table on permissible defects, giving requirements for Grade I and Grade II timber has been
modified. wherein the requirements for 'checks' have now been specified for different thicknesses of·
converted timber and requirements for 'Borer holes ( dead infestations )' have been added.

For the purposes of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with,
the final value, observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test, shall be rounded off in
accordance with JS 2 : 1960 'Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised)'. The number or"
significant places retained in the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value:
in this standard.

 



IS 5'": U93

Indian Standard

NON-CONIFEROUS TIMBER IN CONVERTED
FORoM FOR GENERAL PURPOSES -

SPECIFICATION
( First Revision )

·707 : 1976

'~1331 : 1971

-1326 : 1992

°41215 : 1991

+3mm
-0 .

+ 6rnm
-3mm

18 percent

18 percent within
depth of 10 mm
from the surface

At specified mois­
ture content

c) For seasoned timber
when specifically
demanded'

Unless otherwise specified, the moisture content
of the non-coniferous converted timber ( planks
and scantlings ), at the time of inspection at any
time in the year and at any place in India, shall
not exceed the following limits when determined
in aecordance with the method given in
IS I J21 S: 1991.

a) Timber up to SO mm
in thickness

b) Timber over SO mm
in thickness

7 MEASUREMENT

6 REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADING

S.2 ToleraDC"

The tolerances in sizes of cut timber shall be
permissible as follows:

a) Width and thickness up to
and including 100 mm

b) Width and thickness above
lOOmm

NOTES

1 The minus tolerances in width liven above in
5.2 ( b ) shall Dot be permitted in more than 10 per.
cent of the supplies accepted at anyone time.
1 When pieces of definite widtb ranle, that is, ISO
to 2S0 mm are demanded, the minus tolerance OD
the minimum width. that ii, 150 mm and plus
tolerance on 250 mm shall not be permitted.

6.1 The non-coniferous converted timber
( planks and scantlings) shall be sawn straight
and square trimmed at the ends. They shall be
free from brashness, shakes, insect attack, any
kind of decay (rot) and any other defect
(except those .permitted ) (see 8). which is
likely to reduce their strength or durability.
Based on permissible defects, the converted
timber shall be of Grade I and Grade II
( se« 8).

6.2 Moisture CODteDt

Title

Code of practice for preserva­
tion of timber ( third revtsion )

Glossary of terms applicable
to timber technology and utili-
zation ( second revision )

Code of practice for seasoning
of timber (fir" revision)

Specification for non-coniferous
sawn timber (baulks and scant.
lings ) ( secondreviston )

Specification for cut sizes of
timber ( second revision )

.3364 Methods of measurement and
~( Part 2 ) : 1976 evaluation of defects in timber :

Part 2 Converted timber (fi"t
revision)
Methods for' determination of
moisture content of timber and
timber products (first revtsion )

The timber for general purposes shall be of
.. species listed in Annex B of IS 1326 : 1992.

· 5 DIMENSIONS AND TOLERANCES

~-.5.1 DI.e811081

'For the purpose of this standard, the definitions
given in IS 707 : 1976 shall apply.

..4 SPECIES

.3 TERMINOLOGY

:.2 REFERENCES

:I. SCOPE

·This standard covers the requirements of non­
I coniferous timber in converted form, intended
for use for general purposes, like the manu­

.facture of chests, boxes, cases. crates light
,furniture and similar works.

The following Indian standards are necessary
..adjuncts to this standard:

IS No.

·401 : 1982

i -1141: 1973

· The dimonsions of the converted timber ( planks
···..nd ICaDtlinSI ) shalJ be as ordered conforming The measurements of length, width, thickness
'..to IS 1331 :'1911. made at mid line and computation of volume

1

 



IS 5'" : 19'3

Pluasing of defects shall not be permissible...
Permillible defects shall be considered collecti-·
veJy and Dot singly. The permissible defects tor
the two grades shall be as given in Table 1. The'
measurement of defects shall be done as in.
IS 3364 ( Part 2 ) : 1976.

9 MARKJNG

shall be made as follows: dec$mal OD the basis of accepted sizes.

a) Length - The length shall be measured in 8 PEaMISSIBLE DEFECTS
metres. The fractions of '. metre s~l be
taken in multiples of 0·01 m and to the
nearest lower 0·05 m.

b) Width - The width shall be measured in
millimeter to the nearest lower 10 mm.

c) Thickness - The thickness shall be mea­
sured in millimeter to the nearest lower
5mm.

d) Volume - The volume shall be computed Each piece of converted timber shall be legibly'
in cubic metres correct to three places of and indelibly branded on one of the broad faces,

Table 1 Permll.lble Defect. lor COilyerted Timber for General Purpose.
( Clause 8.1 )

SI No. Defect Grade I Grade 11

i) Slope of Ifain
ii) a) Live knots ( see Note) :

1) Size, maximum
2) Number per metre

b) Decayed knots, dead knotl,
knot boles

1 in 15

Up to 13 mm

1

1 in 12

Up to 2S rom

2

Permitted provided thOle are com-,
pletely bored or cut out and tightly ~

pJusged with a cro'llrain leasoned
timber of the lame species aDd I

properly Ilued so that its Ifains rUD
in the direction of the grainl of the'
maiD piece.

iii) Check, ( maximum depth) 1 mm for up to 50 mm tblckDell

2 mm for more thaD 50 mm to
100 mm tbicknell

4 mm for more tblD 100 mm
tbicknell

2 mm for up to SO mm thlckDeII

3 mm for more than SO mm to 100 mm.
thickaeu

6 mm for more than 100 mm thlck-,
nell

iv) End split (Jarrett at the end
and added t08ether )

v) Pitch pockets

vi) CuP

vii) Spriqa

viii) Twilt

bt) Bow

x) Centre heart

xi) Wane

3 perceDt of leDltb

2 mm per 300mm

4mm per 3 m

4 mmper 3 m of length

4 mm per 3 m of lenatb

Permitted in pieces OYer250 sq
em of crOll sectlOD provided It
II sound aDd well boxed

Not more tbao 4 PerceDt'ln the
lurface en wbicb appean

5 percent 0-' length

Permitted except OD the exposed ·
edge!', provided they are clean aDd

811ed up in putty or filler. Wbea these
are located OD the exposed edaOl of"
the core, they shall be cut out and
fitted and slued in with plUI of aimi­
lar species of timber with 8raln.".
rUDnina.jn the same direction as that.
of the piece••

4 mm per 300 mm

8 mm per 3 m

6 mm por 3 m of I,oath

8 mm per 3 m of lenltb

Permitted

Not more tban 8.perceat OD th••ur-­
face on whicb it appearl

Borer boles of Dot moro tbaD
3 mm diameter aud Dot more
tban 5 per metre shall be per­
miuible OD oue face oaly pro­
vided luch bol. are Dot ,deeper
thaD 5 mmand .ell leau«ed

Borer hole. DOt more thaD 3 mm;
diameter and Dot moro tban,lO per
metre sball be permiulble on 1)otb~
face provided lucb hole.' are DOl '
,dee.,.r tban '5 mmi on OD. '.00 oDIJ
,provided tbe, are not deeper ".haD·
10 m'm and weUteatterd ,

NOTB - Uve knot. ahaD bowner Dot bepermitted If the, are wltbiD 1·' times tb...allest 'tblcbeia 01
the member. in the joint.

xli) Borer holes ( dead lafeltatioD )

2

 



at • cODvenieDt place with the indication or the
seurce of manufacture, the year of supply using
at least 20 mm size lettets (or this purpose.
'.2 The piece of converted timber may allo be
marked with Standard Mark.

10 PRESERVAnON
All timbers, containing sapwood shall be given
a preservative treatment as specified in IS 401 :
1982.

3

11 END COATING

'1;0 prevent and to minimize end cracking, split­
tIng, etc, the ends of each converted timber
( planks and scantlings ), to a distance of at least
2S mm more than the length of the longest split,
are recommended to be treated with any of the
materials mentioned in IS 1141 : 1973. Applica­
tion of end coating on the timber shall be done
soon after the inspection of the timbers.

 



Standard Mark

The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the provisions of the Bureau of Indian
Standards Act, 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The Standard Mark on
products covered by an Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have been produced
to comply with the requirements of that standard under a well defined system of inspection,
testing and quality control which is devised and supervised by BIS and operated by the pro­
ducer. Standard marked products are also continuously checked by BIS for conformity to
that standard as a further safeguard. Details of conditions under which a licence for the use
of tbe Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers or producers may be obtained from
the Bureau of Indian Standards.

 



Bureau olladiaD StaDdard.

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indtan Sta"t/a,tb Act, 1986 to promote
harmonious development of the activities of standardization. marking and quality certification of
goods and attending to connected matters in the country.

Copyr1aht

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in
any form without the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in
the course of implementing the standard, of necessary details. such as symbols and sizes, types or
grade designations. Enquiries relating to copyright be addressed to the Director ( Publications ), BIS.

Review of Indian Standards

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis ofcomments. Standards are also
reviewed periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates
that no changes are needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for re­
vision. Users of Indian Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amend­
ments or edition by referring to the latest issue of 'BIS Handbook' and 'Standards Monthly
Additions'. Comments on this Indian Standard may be sent to BIS giving the following reference:

Doc: No. CEO 9 ( 5136 )
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