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IS .: 3583 - 1988 

Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR 
BURNT CLAY PAVING BRICKS 

( Second Revision J 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard ( Second Revision ) 
was adopted by the Bureau of lndian Standards 
on 24 February 1988, after the draft finalized by 
the Clay Products for’ Building Sectional Com- 
mittee had been approved by the Civil Engineer- 
ing Division Council. 

0.2 Paving bricks have a large field of use as a 
paving material for roads, for heavy duty and 
industrial floors, and particularly suited for heavy 
wear and tear for steel tyred traffic. Further, with 
gradual adoption of mechanized processes for the 
production of clay products in the country for 
which a number of plants are being set up and 
are at different stages of construction, these bricks 
would be produced in large scale and would find 
greater use in the field of floors and pavement 
construction. In addition to the requirement for 
resistance to heavy wear and tear, stricter control 
for uniform quality for these bricks is also of vital 
importance in order that paving wears evenly. 
Realizing the importance of the material in the 
field of floors and pavement construction, this 
standard has been formulated to lay down the 
essential requirements regarding dimensions, 
compressive strength, percentage of water absorp- 
tion, etc, for paving bricks and is intended to 

serve as a guide for control of its quality in manu- 
facture and use. 

0.3 This standard was first published in 1966 and 
subsequently revised in 1975. In this second revi- 
sion, sizes of the paving bricks have been modified 
to bring it in line with the sizes of modular bricks 
as given in IS : 1077-1986*. Furthermore tole- 
rances on dimensions of bricks have been reduced. 
The method of determination of dimensions and 
tolerances has been specified on the basis of 
measurement of dimensions of a minimum of 20 
bricks rather than for an individual brick. The 
dimensions of bricks have been specified in milli- 
,metres and the strength values in N/mm’. A new 
requirement on efflorescence has been included. 

0.4 For the purpose of deciding whether a parti- 
cular requirement of this standard is complied 
with, the final value, observed or calculated, 
expressing the result of a test, shall be rounded off 
in accordance with IS : 2-1960t. The number of 
significant places retained in the rounded offvalue 
should be the same as that of the specified value 
in this standard. 

*Specification for common burnt clay building bricks 
(fourth revision ) . 

TRules for rounding off numerical values ( reuised ). 

1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard covers dimensions, quality and 
strength, and methods of sampling and test for 
burnt clay paving bricks for use in construction of 
pavements. 

2. GENERAL 

2.1 The bricks shall be manufactured from suit- 
able soils. The bricks shall be mechanically shaped 
and not hand moulded. The burning process shall 
be so controlled that the bricks are thoroughly 
burnt, annealed, tough and durable so that, when 
broken, bricks show a uniformly dense structure 
free from lime, large voids and marked lamina- 
tions. 

2.2 The bricks shall have smooth rectangular 
faces and sharp corners. 

3. DIMENSIONS AND TOLERANCES 

3.1 Dimensions - The standard sizes for paving 
bricks shall be as given below. The bricks shall 
not be provided with frogs: 

Length Width Dqth 

mm mm mm 
190 90 90 
190 90 40 

3.2 Tolerance - The permissible tolerances on 
the dimensions specified in 3.1 shall be as 
follows: 

Dimensions Total Tolerance for 20 Bricks 

mm mm 
190 f 80 

90 f 40 
40 f 40 
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3.2.1 Twenty ( or more according to the size 
of stack) whole bricks shall be selected at random 
from the sample selected under 5. All blisters, 
loose particles of clay and small projections shall 
be removed. They shall then be arranged upon a 
level surface successively as indicated in Fig. lA, 
1B and IC in contact with each other and in a 
straight line. The overall length of the assembled 
bricks shall be measured with a steel tape or other 
suitable inextensible measure sufficiently long to 
measure the whole row at one stretch. Mcasure- 
ment by repeated application of short rule or 
measure shall not be permitted. If, for any reason, 
it is found impracticable to measure bricks in one 
row, the sample may be divided into rows of 
10 bricks each which shall be measured separately 
to the nearest millimetre. All these dimensions 
shall be added together. 

4. PHYSICAL PROPERTIES 

4.1 The average compressive strength when tested 
according to the procedure laid down in IS : 3495 
( Part 1 )-1976* shall not be less than 40 N/mm2 
( 400 kgf/cms approximately ). 

4.2 The average water absorption by weight after 
24 hours immersion in cold water when deterxnin- 
ed according to the procedure laid down in 
IS : 3495 ( Part 2 )-19761 shall be not more than 
5 percent. 

*Methods of tests for clay building bricks: Part 1 
Determination of compressive strength ( second r&ion ). 

tMethods of tests for clay building bricks: Part PDeter- 
mination of water absorption ( second revision ). 

4.3 Efflorescence - When tested according to 
the procedure laid down in IS : 3495 ( Part 3 )- 
1976*, the rating of efflorescence shall be nil. 

5. SAMPLING AND CRITERIA FOR 
CONFORMITY 

5.1 The sampling and criteria for the conformity 
shall be as specified in IS : 5454-1978t. 

6. MARKING 

6.1 Each brick shall be marked in a suitable 
manner with the manufacturer’s identification 
mark or initials. 

6.1.1 Each brick may also be marked with the 
Standard Mark. 

NOTE - The use of the Standard Mark is governed 
by the provisions 01 the Bureau of Indian Standards 
Act, 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made there- 
under. The Standard Mark on products covered by an 
Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have 
been produced to comply with the requirements of 
that standard under a well defined system of inspection, 
testmg and quality control which is devised and super- 
vised by BIS and operated by the producer. Standard 
marked products are also continuously checked by BIS 
for conformity to that standard as a further safeguard. 
Details of conditions under which a Iicence for the use 
of the Standard Mark may be granted to manufac- 
turers or producers may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Indian Standards. 

*Methods of tests fur clay building bricks: Part 3 
Determination of efflorescence ( second r&ion ). 

tMethods of sampling of clay building bricks ( jrst 
stoiJion ). 

1 A Measurement of Length 

1B Measurement of Width 

1C Measurement of Height 

FIG. 1 MEASUREMENT OF TOLERANCE OF PAVING BRICKS 

2 

 



IS:3583-1988 

0. Lmvm 

 



______LI 

fEi!P ’ 

# 

--_____ -mm 

 



IS : 3583 - 1988 

TT Stack 

fsG3 Frog 

WI-& WT? V&ds 

?JmT Quality 

Tzm Face 

lr;+ WT+ + ft: Paving bricks 

a?* wr;Tr Efflorescence 

 



BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS 

Headquarters: 

Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, NEW DELHI 110002 

Telephones I 3310131, 3311375 

Regional Offices: 

Central: Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 
NEW DELHI 10002 

Telegrams I Manaksanstha 
( Common to all offices ) 

Telephone 

3310131, 3311375 

*Eastern I l/14 C. I. T. Scheme VII M, V. I. P. Road, Maniktola, 
CALCUTTA 700054 

362499 

Northern I SC0 445-446, Sector 35-CCHANDIGARH 160036 

Southern I C. I. T. Campus, MADRAS 600113 

*Western I Manakalaya, E9 MIDC, Marol, Andheri ( East 1, 
BOMBAY 400093 

21843, 31641 

412442, 412519, 412918 

6329295 

Branch Ofices: 

‘Pushpak’, Nurmohamed Shalkh Marg, Khanpur, AHMADABAD 380001 

Peenya Industrial Area, 1st Stage, Bangalore-Tumkur Road, 
BANGALORE 560058 

Gangotrl Complex, 5th Floor, Bhadbhada Road, T. T. Nagar, 
BHOPAL 462003 

26348, 26349 

384955, 384956 

66716 

Plot No. 82/83, Lewis Road, BHUBANESHWAR 751002 

53/5 Ward No. 29, R. G. Barua Road, 5th Byelane, GUWAHATI 781003 

5-8-56C L. N. Gupta Marg (Nampally Station Road), 

53627 

231083 
HYDERABAD 500001 

R14 Yudhlster Marg, C Scheme, JAIPUR 302005 63471, 69832 

117/418 B Sarvodaya Nagar, KANPUR 208005 216876, 218292 

Patllputra Industrial Estate, PATNA 800013 62305 

T.C. No. 14/1421, University P.O., Palayam, TRIVANDRUM 695035 62104, 62117 

Inspection Offices ( With Sale Point ): 

‘Pushpanjali’, First Floor, 205A West High Court Road, Shankar Nagar 
Square, NAGPUR 440010 

25171 

lastltutlon of Engineers ( India) Bulldlng, 1332 ShIvall Nagar, 
Pun9 411005 

52435 

l Saies Otftce In Calcutta Is at 5 Chowrlnghee Approach, P. 0. Prinoep Street, 
CBlcutta 790072 

276800 

)Salar OffIr In Bombay Is at Novelty Chambers, Grant Road, Bombay 400097 896528 

Prloted at New lndla Prlntlna Presr. Khurla. India  


	d: ( Reaffirmed 2006 )


